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| "A BISHOP, aha ſhall have the chief 
i 6c Inſpection over thoſe whom he is to 


& ordai and over the Labours of thoſe already | 

| 1 — 5 whom he ſhall direct and aſſiſt i in cer 

1 6 Thing 3 and who governs himſelf by the Rules | 

©, of the primitive Church, and by the Advice of 

3 bis Brechen, is the likelieſt Inſtrument both for 

* propagating and preſerving the Chriſtian Reli- 
« gion. ys ; Bib 4 Burner. 
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AN 
APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC, 


IN BEHALF . 
Dr ra CHURCH 9x ENGLAND: 
1 ” ak. IN 
L A * E. R 1 c A: . 
* 8 WHEREIN 


Tun O1 AND NaTuRE or rug Epriscopal 
.  Oypics ARE BRIEFLY CONSIDERED, 


> . E AS ONS 
| ron SENDING BISHOPS TO AMERICA 
on ARE ASSIGNED, 


THEPLAN 


ON WHICH 1T is PROPOSED TO SEND THEM 
IS STATED, 


AND 


TUE OBJECTIONS AGAINST $ENDING TAEM ARE 
Y ; OBVIATED AND CONFUTED: 


b 


Ace AN APPENDIX, 
GIVING A BRIEF ACCOUNT 
| | | „ de 


An Afonymous Paurm Hr. 


T he Moſt Reverend Father in x Gon, 
THOMAS, 
Lord Archbiſhop of cue | 
Primate of all England, &c. - 


Moy it Phaſe Yar Ghats, * 
HE Arguments for f Bi- 
ſhops of the Church of 227 


land to America, are ſo ſtrong and 
convincing, that an Appeal may be 
made to the World for the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of ſending them. — 
neral Plan which has been long { 

for the Regulation of their Authority 
when ſent, is ſo well calculated to 


ſecure the religious Privileges of every. 


' 5811 a. » 
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de following! Appeal: 
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EF DEDICATION. 
Denomination of Chriftians, that no- 
thing more than a proper Explanation 
can be needful, to recommend it to 
the Approbation of eyery candid and 
unprejudiced Perſon. . or Want of 
this, many are ſtill averſe to an Ame- _ 
rican Epiſcopate, and ſome are induſ- 
triouſly employed in miſrepreſenting 
the Matter, and in propagating their 
Prejudices and Objections” againſt it. 
It is therefore the general Opinion 
here, that it is at length become ne- 
oeſſary, to explain this Plan, and 
thereby, as the moſt ęffectual Me- 
thod, to remove theſe Erejadices and 
9 LIST 


eg My-Lrg, inthe nne 
The Aer 
of it wüs Ant. forward? to - undertake' 
the Work. Want of 'Leiſere, and à 
Conſciouſneſs" of Inability to execute 
it properly, were Difficyltics- in his? 
Way not eaſy to he ſurmounted. But 
a, n willing to 

/ perform 


DEDICATION. ii 
perform what all ſeemed to allow was 


requeſted hy many of his Brethren to 
Er l 0 he e een | 


| Without this are the Aber 
wouls: not preſume to inſeribe to 
Your Grace ſo imperfect a Piece, * 
to aſk for it your Patronage. Nor in- 
deed would any Apology juſtify him in 
doing ſo, did he not know that Tu 
Grace takes à Pleaſure in encouraging 
every well-meant Endeavour, however 
nyfucceſsful- it may prove, to ſerve 
the Cauſe of Religion and the Church 
of Chriſt of which amiable Diſpo- 
Pro your "whole Life Has been a 
oof. we 


P - 


2-0) to og Church of Baglind in 
. it will ever be acknowledged 
with all Thankfulneſs, that none has 
ſhewn for it a more affectionate Con- 
cern, or treated the Members of it or 
; its a with more Kindneſs and 
* | 


to be done, and as he was 


— — — 
* 
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iv DED IC AT ION. 

Condeſcenſion than Tour Grace. Se- 
veral of them Vou have honoured with 
a private Correſpondence ; and but 


few have gone Home from this Coun- 
try for Holy Orders for a long Courſe 


ol Vears, who: have not been able on 


their Return, to tell of the great Obli- 
gations Vou have conferred upon them. 


And this was the Caſe long — your 


Advancement to that high Station, 
whereby you became. related to all of 
them as their Metropolitan, and to 
many of them alſo as Preſident of the 


22 for the P, vpagation of 20: ys 
9 in foreign Parts. 2 345 


? 


But belides theſe particular Kind- 
cis ſhewn to the Clergy, the general 
State and Intereſt of the Americar 
Church, has always been the Object of 
your cloſe, and careful, and anxious 
Attention. None has ever entered ſo 


deeply into the Knowledge of her Con- 


dition, or had ſo true a a Senſe of her 
* or * them to the Pub- 
| lic 


DEDIGATION, „ 
lie in ſo proper and ſtriking a Light, 


as Tour Grace did , many Years ago, 


in your _ moſt excellent anniverſary 


Sermon preached before the Society. 


Therein particularly. You 


*\ 


and publiſhed on the Subject, | togethe 


with what You have continued to ſpeak. 
and write ever ſince, on all proper 


Occaſions, has probably contributed 


more to prepare the Way for it, ſo 
b e than What 

has been ſaid, and written, and dene, 

by any other Perſon, For theſe Things, 


far as it has 


as well as on other Accounts, the 


Clergy and Friends of the Church in 
| America fevere Lou, with Sentiments 
of the ſinceteſt Gratitude. They look 
up to Tewr Grace as eminently their 
Friend and Patron; and they can ne- 
ver deſpair of the Succeſs of their late 

Application, while fo; reaſonable a 


Cauſe is ſupported by your Abilities and 


6 4 au p : . n 
— At 
| ” | | 
. { 7 


| You explained the 
Need and Ulefulneſs of an American 
| Epi copate ; and what You then ſaid 


| "4h 2 417 5 ana 
3 % DE DIGAT TON. 
17 At 'the ate Time they tte not in- 


[ff fenſible of the Obligations they are 
28 under to many other illuſtrious Per- 
des and eſpeciily to bie great 
11 Prelates of the Church, who have heen 


' pleaſed to become their Advocates on 
this Occaſion { And it is not doubted 
but they will continue to aſſiſt and co- 
operate with Your Grace in this good 

Work, of teſcuing the American 
Church from the Diſtreſs ſhe is under, 
through the Want of an Epiſcopate. 
Every, Attempt to | relicye her, My 

3 | Tord, is really an Act of Charity, and 

mit may properly be ſaid that © the 

, Blefling of ber that is ready to pe- 
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DEDICATION, * 


Grace. . But in many Reſpeds the 
Offering is unworthy of, your Accep- 
tance ; and yet—fince it is made with 
an Intention of publicly expteſſing, 
not only that Reverence which is duc 
to your exalted” Station in the Church, 
but that Gratitude to which Tou are 
entitled, by the many ſignal Proofs 
You have given of your Attention, 
to the general Intereſt of Religion, 
and eſpecially of the Church of Eng- 
land in America, and of your Concern 
for it, and aſſiduous Exertions in its 
Behalf; jt is humbly hoped that it am 
not be rejeded. OW 


If it may betaveived alſo CY 
mony of Gratitude, for particular Fa- 


vours which yr Gragehas condeſcend- 
ed to beſtow on the Author, it will add 


greatly te his Happineſs, 


That Gon may long continue your 
Life and Health, ſo uſetul to the Public, 
and of ſuch peculiar Importance to 

4 2 | 


2 * 
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- viii DEDICATION. 
the Church in Anerica.—and, 
You may haye the Satisfaction of Nog 
all your pious and benevolent Attempts 
to promote the Hap ineſs of Mankind 
i attended with Succeſs, and in the End 
find them gloriouſly rewarded —is 8 
* and devout Prayer « ob, 
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My Lord, 
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Tra 18 Ger 
by Way of Apology, that MO equeſted by. 
of bis Brethren 10 undertake it. He je thinks it 


8 amiſs to declare „ Fong with the 92 


View, that the 
Very worthy and 12 N. x ates of LR 


of this Nature would have come, with more Propritty, 


and greater Advantage to the Cauſe. For an Appeal 


to the Public in Behalf of the Church of England 
in America, on the preſent Occafian, could be made by. 


who hai ſo frequently _ 
for the Courſe of mere than Forty Years, and who, for 

confiderable Part of that Time, bas been 1 040 
oliciting the Cauſe of an American Epiſcopate. . 
4 Tremor in the Hand, which cauſes him to write 2 


the utmoſt Difficulty bimſelf, madd it nec 2. that de 


leave the Wark for anotber. He t 
to er Author, whoſe Oblig 
„ that be could not 7 Yule bim any Thing 

** without incurring l th 
and Injuſtice. 

At 107 Time when this Treaty was 
the Clergy of New-York and New.] - Jerſey 
together” in a voluntary Convention, 20 nk 
ne of their Brethren from the'nei 


bt proper 


being met 
Miel by 


| Took into Conſideration the Proprit 
ing the Public, on the Suse 


1 Nen 
tbe Plan on which American Biſhops requeſt- 
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in Connecticut. From that venerable Perſon a Pak 


7 C b ood Eff, | 
ane 5 or with [0 2 N bim, 


r 


Inpetatim of Wann 
nearly concluded, 


Provinces, 
35 of 


. . 
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i” by excellent anniverſary Sermon 5 before 1 
of. e e Church are due to Hig Lordſhip, for 


# 


x aDbVERTISEMEN IT 
to anſtwer the Objections that bad been made, and to 
obviate thoſe that might be otherwiſe conceived againſt 


it, was not. only proper. edient, Au a. Matter f 
Neceſſity and Duty. 2 accordingly voted,” that 


fometbing. to this Purpoſe ſhould be uh ed. and the. 
Autbor wat appointed 10. this e Liberty, 
bowever, to make the Time of bis performing it moſt 


convenient to himſulf. Excuſes were nt admitted, and 
4 ' Refuſal could not be juſtified. 


Te Author, being Fange thus under duke Eu- 
gapements, » determined to acquit himſelf as well as bis. 
Circumſtances and Abilities would permit. In order to 
tbis, he was careful i follqw 925 Directions be had 
received, and, as he had Opportunity, to conſult the" 
maſt judicious of bis Friends, in Regard to the Method. 
and Management of the Work. ichn, e has ſucceeded," 
rſt be ſubmitted 1d nen of the Kalt, whaſe* 
Candour i is requeſted. 

. It gives the Author great Pleaſure, 40 f that bis 4 
Sentiments babe been ſo clearly and ak e 
The Right Reverend the Lord. 


in February laſt. The Thanks of Friend 


70  ſeaſenable-and ſpirited an Aerion and Vindication's 
its Rights; from hich it is not doubted but the 1 | 
ing Extra will be acceptable to the Reader, nn {f ö 
for Want of. Room it muſt of Neceſſity be art. 
% The Want of Biſhops (in Auerica] hath. bers 
4 all along the more _ heavily lamented, becauſe 3 
* is a Caſe, ſo ſingular, chat it cannot be parallel 


4 ig che briſtian orld.. For what. Se& was ever- 


ny where at all allawed, that was hot oo 
4 a4 Means within themſelyes of roviding for tO 
2 continual Exerciſe of. their W ip ? The gr 
* ing one without the other 4 75 vi bur 4 Moc 
$6 * Yer ſuch is the State of our Teng int 
Colonics 


rorn READER * 
«« Colonies ; and at a Time, and in a Realm, where 


© the Rights af Conſcience are beſt underſtood, 
« and molt fully allowed and protected; - All Se&ts 
«« of Proteſtant Chriſtians at Home, and all, ſave 
one, throughout out Colonies, have the full En- 
3 4 yment of their Religion. Even the Romi Su- 

*« perſtition, within à Province lately added to the 

« Britiſh Dominions, is compietely allowed in all 
Points 3 it hath Biſhops. Thus ſtands the Caſe 
e of all Churches in our Colomies, except only the 
Church here by Law eftabliſhed'; that alohe is 
* not tolerated. in the whole, it exiſts only in part, 


tial Part of its Conſtitution. And whence this 
« diſgraceful Diſtinetion? Whence this Mark of 
* Dili What is the Fear? What the Danger ? 
& A few Perſons veſted with Authority to ordain 
«« Maniſters, ro confirm Yourh; and to viſit their 
40 own Clergy. Can two or chree Perſons, reftrain- 
. ed to theſe ſpiritual Functions, be dangerous to 


„any in any Matter? in what? or ro whom? Can 


they polſibly, ſo limited, on any Pretence hat- 
ever, attempt to moleſt any in their religious 
«« Concerns? Can they invade the Rights and Juriſ- 
diction of Magiſtrates? Can they infringe the 
Liberties of the People? Can they weaken, or be 
thought diſpoſed to weaken, the Fidelity of the 


„ Colonies to his Majeſty, or their Dependence an 


this Country? To theſe Duties, if there be any 
Difference, the Members of this Church, as fuch 


are bound by one ſpecial Motive, belides the 
% many Motives commou to them with other Sub- 
,« jects.” Page 22, * 


oY 


4 in a maitned State, lopt of Epiſcopacy, an eſſen- 
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? 3a} tht Church in America; <vithout an * it necgſſarily 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


HAT Application has been lately made 

| to our Superiors, by the Clergy of ſeveral 

1 of the Colonies, requeſting one or more 
Biſhops to be ſent to America, is a Matter now ge- 
nerally known, and was never intended to be kept 
as a Secret. As there is great Reaſon to hope, both 
from a Review of the Arguments that were offered 
in Support of the Add that were tranſmitted 
on the Occaſion, and from the favourable r 75 
ſition of many in Authority, that this Requeſt in 
due Time will be granted; it has been thoughr 
proper, in à public Manner, to inform all Wh 
may imagine themſelves to be any Way concerned. 
in the Event of our Application, candidly and eu- 
plicitiy, for what Reaſons, and with what Views, an 
American Epilcepate is ſo earneſtly defired by the 
Clergy, and the other Friends and Members of the 
_ Church; .J..._... NR ro bet, 
| Some Perſons are ſaid to have been alarmed' by 
this Conduct of the Clergy ; but when the C 
ſhall be duly explained and underſtood, it is not 
apprchencen that 'aoy Uneaſineſs will remain, or 
that any Oppoſition * formed againſt the 


* 
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* : , 
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Execution 


Well conſidered, that the 
capal, and conſequently holds the Neceſſity of Bi- 
ſhops to govern the Church, and to confer Ecclefi- 
affical Powers upon others. Of this there can be 
| ap Dil ute, ſince many of her public Offices, and 
indeed 


: 
646 
* 


4 . 

W 
a Plan, ſo reaſonable in itſelf, ſo ne- 
ceffary to the Church — ſo univerſally 
harmleſs to all Perſons of every Denomination, As 
no Invafion of the civil or religious Privileges of 


any, whether Churchmen or Diſſenters, is thereby 
intended, it is hoped that every Objection, or even 


Doubt or Suſpicion of. that Nature, will. by this 
Method, be entirely obviated. But ſhould any 


Objections continue which ſhould be thought to de- 
ſerve Notice, the Gbjectors are invited to propoſe 
them in ſuch a Manner, that they may be fairly 
and candidly . debated, before the, Tren of the 
Public; and if none ſhould be offered, it will be 
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A Sketch of the Arguments in Favour of Epiſcedag- - 

4 N order to judge properly of the Subject before 

us, it is peceſſary to 8 0 and it ſhould be 
-hurch of England is Epi/- 


- 
. | 


the whole Syſtem of her Conduct with Re- 


; ga to the Clergy is founded on this Principle. 


In the general Preface to the Ordination Offices 


1 the. declares, that it is evident to all Men dili- 
« oently reading the Holy Scriptures and ancient 
| een that from the Apoſtles Time there has 


n this Order in Chriſt's Church Biſhops, 


«© Prieſts and Deacons; as ſeveral Offices. And 
44 Si Pak / „ | her 


Sect. 7. Ts tux PUBLIC. 3 
her Practice of admitting none to officiate as Clergy- 
men, who have not been ordained by Biſhops, is a 
Proof, that ſhe eſteems every other Ordination to 
be, at leaſt, irregular and defective. It. is not ne- 
ceſſary to enter upon à particular Defence of this 
Doctrine, in an Undertaking of this Nature; ſince 
dur preſent. Plea is equally valid, whether theſe 
Principles are founded rightly or wrongly. How- 
ever, a brief Sketch of the Arguments,” whereby-the 
Neceflity of Epiſcopal Gavernment is -defended, 
may, on this Occaſion, be nat altogether uſeleſs oc 
improper. 
| Ir is an effential Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
Jdand, that none can have any Authority in the 
Chriſtian Church, but thoſe who derive it from 
' Chriſt, either mediately or immediately. Thoſe who 
receive Authority immediately from Chriſt, before 
they can Submiſſion to it from others, mult 
be able to prove that they have it; for which no- 
thing leſs can ſuffice, at this Day, than the Power 
.of working Miracles. Thoſe who receive it medi- 
ately, muſt derive it from thoſe Perigns whom. 
- Chriſt has authorized to convey it, #. e. they muſt 
receive it by a regular Succeſſion; For any to ſay. 
that ſuch a Succeſſion cannot be proved, is inſuffi- 
cient : It is incumbent on the Objectots to 
that the Succeſſion, by which we hold, has been in- 
terrupted. Proof of this, although ' zealouſly at- 
tempted, has never yet been made ; and could this 
Point once be made clear, it would alſa prove far- 
ther, that Chriſt has neglected to provide tor his 
Church, in a Caſe ſo effential to the very Being of 
it, notwichſtanding his having exprefly promiſed to 
be «ever with it, to the End of the World.” 
Men may ridicule the Notion of an uzinterrupted 
'Suragſſin as they pleaſe ; but if the Aurhority of 
the Clergy be derived from Chriſt, (and if it be not, 
* 1 | B 2 , they 


Forty 


4 An APPEAL Seck. 1. 
they are no Miniſters of Chriſt) they muſt receive it 
in one of the Ways above mentioned. And if the 
Sueceſſion be once broken, and the Power of Ordi- 
nation onre loſt, not all the Men on Earth—not all 
the Angels in Heaven, without an immediate Com- 
miſſion from Chriſt, gan reſtore it. It is as - 
an Abſurdity, on St. Paul's Principles, for a 

to preach without being properly ſent, as it is — 


hear without a Preacher, or to believe in him of 


whom we have never heard. 

As Chriſt is the great Founder. of . Church, 
ſo he is the only Fountain of Eccleſiaſtical Autho- 
rity. Whatever general Laws he was pleaſed to 
enjoin, muſt be of indiſpenſible Obligation to all his 
Followers. Indeed, with Regard to the Govern- 
ment of the Church, his Laws are expreſſed in ſuch 
general Terms, that e muſt neceſſarily have Re- 
courſe to thoſe, whom he immediately entruſted 
with the Government of his Church, for a more 
particular Explanation of them, 

That the Apoſtles, to hem he r — 

6 ſelf ali Lge his Paſſion, being ſeen of them 
* and ſpeaking of the Things per- 

« taining to the Kingdom ot God,” underſtood the 


Laws of Chriſt, is not to be doubted and, as they 


were alſo conducted by the Spirit of God, the more 
explicit and particular Rules which hey have given 


for the Government of the Church, muſt be re- 


ceived. either as authentic Explanations of Chriſt's 
general Laws, or as Regulations that are agreeable 
and conformable to them. To this muſt be added, 
that the public Practice of the Apoſtles is à faithful 
and plain Comment on the Laws of Chriſty: unleſs 
we can ſuppoſe» them to have been unacquainted 
with, or diſobedient to, his divine Will; and it is 
of equal Authority with any written Inſtructions. 
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SBect. 1. Td THEP.UBLIC 3x 
Nov if we carefully examine the Writings of the 
Apoſtles, and the Canonical Records of their Pro- 
ceedings, I think that theſe Things will evidently 
appear, that our bleſſed Saviour, before his Aſcen- 
- hon, committed the Government of his Church 
upon Earth, entirely to /hem—that this Government 
was exerciſed by them that they conveyed this Power 
to others, to be communicated ſucceſſively to others, 
to the lateſt Pofteriry—particularly, that theſe their 
Succeſſors were an Order diftin& from, and ſupe- 
rior to, thoſe who are now called Preſbyters—and 
that none who were not of this higheſt Order, had 
the Powers of Ordination and Government com- 
mitted to them. It would lead me too far from 
my preſent Deſign, to eſtabliſh theſe-Points by par- 
ticular Proof; nor can it be neceſſary, as ſeveral of 
the Facts that ſupport them, have been brought to. 
a cloſe Examination, and fairly ſtared to the Public, 
in the Inſtances of James at Jeruſalem, 'Timothy at 
Epheſus, Titus at Crete, the Angels of the Seven 
Charchies of Ala, &c * | 
Let us now. confider FR Evidence ariſes to fa- | 
vour theſe Concluſions, from the general State of 
the Primitive Church. The Travels of ſome of the 
Apoſtles are related in Seripture; and from thence, 
as well as from other Proots, it a that with 
amazing Succeſs they planted and Churches 
in all the moſt conſiderable Countries of Aa and 
| within the Compaſs of not mapy Years. 
And i it is a Fact well known, that all the Churches 
that were gathered during the Fir Century, whether 
immediately by the Apoſtles, or their Miſſionaries, 
were under the Direction of ſome or other of that 
vine Order. Men of the moſt eminent and 
C undoubted 
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aindoubted. Piety, who had been honoured with 
their intimate Acquaintance, were appointed by the 

Apoſtles to ſuperintend Churches in cettain limited 

Diſtricts; ſome of whom were choſen to ſucceed 
them in thoſe Churches which they had always kept 
under their own more immediate Inſpection. So 
that during this Period, while tlie Chriſtian Church 

was governed by the Apoltles, and-others of their 

Appointment, ang; in our Opinion, but groſs 
Prejudice, or a wrangling and captious Diſpoſition, 

to ſay no worſe, can lead any to ſuſpect or aſſert, 

that it was materially corrupted, or that it had do- 
parted, in any con „from that Plan 
of Government which Chriſt had inſtituted. The 

Government of the Church is as much a poſitive 

"Inſtitution as the Chriſtian Sacraments, and the 

Laws relating to it bind us as ſtrongly, as the Laus 

which oblige us to. receive Baptiſm or the Holy 

Euchariſt. ' As ſuch they were conſidered in the 

Period we are treating of; and any Attempt. to 

change them would have been treated with the ſame 

Iadignation and Rgſentmerit by the Chriſtians of 

that Ape, as if the Laws rezatingg to the Es 

had been wilfully violated. 

And if we conſider the general Character of 

Chriſtians, and the State of the Church, in the 

Second and Third Centuries, we ſhall find it not eaſy 

to believe, that there could have been any eſſential 

Variation or Departure, from the original Plan of 

Diſeipline and Government committed to the 

Church. Chriſtianity till continued to be attack - 

ed with all the — * of worldly Power and Policy, 

and had nothing to ſu rt — but its on rational 

Evidence, accompani h the Power and Spirit 

-of God, and the 2 of Happineſs in an 

ig viſible State. But very few worldly en 

and, Motives 3 agrees | bite on the Cletgy. or 
e Ho 
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= Chriſtians, when they all knew that their 
van 


igion tended to deprive them of all worldly Ad- 
tages, and would probably cauſe them to be 
abuſed; and inſulted, and even to Death. 
Fheir only nce was on their aſcended Re- 
deemer ; for whoſe Sake, and in Obedience to whom, - 
they ſacrificed all the Eaſe and Happineſs and Glory 
of the World, eſteeming them but as Droſs and 
Dung in Competition with their Duty. In this 
State, and with this Diſpoſition, every Law. of 
Chriſt was valued more than Life, every received 
Uſage and Practice of the Church was revered as 
ſacred, by Chriſtians in , . 
And as we are obliged to believe, that but few 
could have been deſirous of making Innovations, 
ſo it is utterly incredible that many would have 
been willing to ſubmit to them, in Matters of Im- 
portance. How firmly the Chriſtians of thoſe 
were attached to, and how conſcientioufly they fol- 
lowed, whatever they eſteemed. to be an Inftitution 
of Chriſt or his Apoſtles, the Quarto-deciman Con- 
troverſy, or the Diſpute which divided the Church 
about the proper Time- for the keeping of Eaſter, 
among others, is a noted Proof. And although in 
this Point one Party muſt have been miſtaken, yet 
it is manifeſtly a Matter of no great Conſequence, 
and the Church at that Time was dude in their 
Judgment : And, it by no Means follows from this 
ſtance, that the Church might alſo have been 


miſtaken in Matters of the greateſt Weight, ſuch as 


thoſe of Faith and Government, eſpecially hen all 
were united in Opinion. | + a 
And as the Practice of the primitive Church was 


a faithful Comment on the Laws of Chriſt, . and. 
| his Apoſtles, relating to the Government of the 
Church; fo it is not fo difficult a Matter, to dif- 
cover what that Practice was, as fome may ima - 
n 0 gine. 


- 
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_ eſpecially of the Epiſtles of St. 


Remark accounts for much of the 


g- 
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Re The Works, of the Apoſtolical Fathers“ are 
il extant—the Writings {till remaining of the 
Second. and Third Centuries are numerous—we have 
not only the Chriſtian Apologres of thoſe Times, in 
which many Practices of the Church are explained, 
by private Epiſtles from Friends to Friends, in which . 
Ne eons ib: „ th tn, 0 
„The Authenticity of ſome of theſe has been warmly diſputed, - 
2 and. Dr. Chauncy of Baſas 
has, within a few Years, in an Appendix to his -Dudleian Lecture, 
ndeavoured moſt me mere. b b. their — | mow the 
r undoubted]y 's that he has been able to r nothing 
9 exhauſted a SubjeRt; and others know, that he has ſaid. 
Nothing againſt the Authenticity of theſe Epiſtles, but what has, 


long ago, fairly and fally'confuted, :/ 1 


- ugh the Advocates for Epiſcopa no Neceſſity * wi 1 
up the DT iniony of 'St. Ignatius, 2 an Opinion a dt 

Cauſe would labour under any great Diſtreſs, without that Support. 
have 4t-tried on the Foot 


It has a much ſurer Foundation to reſt upon, and they are wills D 
as 


ing of pufe Scripture Evidence, as we 


that of publie and notorious Facts. 


- Haid is the Fate of ancient Writers! For if they do not luckily 
countenance modern Opinions, either their . will be directly 
attacked, or their Arguments ridiculed or ſophiſtically evaded; an 
if nothing leſs will ſerve, the 1 of their Writings, and 
perhaps that ſuch Perſons ever exiſted, will be diſputed, Aud when 
an obſtinate Oppoſition is once yndertaken, whether from Intereſt, 
or Spleen and alignity, no ancient Authors are ſo ſecure, not even 
of thoſe of the Holy Bible, but that ſuch Adventurers may be 
able to do fome Injury to their wy wow and Authority. This. 
ppoſition St. ſenatas met with 
in the laſt Century: Prejudice and a partial Attachment to particular 
Syſtems, may probably account for the Remainder.. . 7 
Father Hardin, whoſe general literary Character was not con- 


temptible, is a remarkable Inſtance to what Lengthe Prejudice, or 


rather an incom n whimſical Humour, may carry a Man, 

in Caſes of this Nature. In a large Work of his, printed in Paris 
1693, „He undertakes to prove from Medals, that the greater Part 
4 of thoſe Authors, which have paſſed upon the Moderns for ancient, 
« were forged by ſome Monks of the xiiith Century, who gave to 

« them the ſeveral] Names of Homer, Plato, Ariftotle, Plutarch, &c. 
«« Tertullian, Origen; Bajil, Auguſtine, cc. He only excepts out of | 
2 monkiſn "Manufacture, the Works of Gicers,-(Pliny's' Natural 
« Hiftory, FirgiF's Georgicks, and Horace's Satires and le. Theſe 

e ſuppoſes the only genuine Monuments of Antiquity remaining, 


© except ſome few Inſcriptions and Faſtiz and with the Aſſiſtance of 
4% theſe, he thinks that theſe Monks drew up and faſhioned; all the 
«« other Ancient Writings, as Terence's Plays, - Lis and Tacitus 
« Hiftory,' Virgil's Ancidg Horate's Ode, &c. nay ke pulhed this Chi- 

i * a 1 mera 
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they are mentioned without Guard or Diſguiſe e 
have the Regulations and Decrees of Councils 
and the Report of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians to ſay 
nothing of other Writers, whoſe occaſional Teſti- 
mony will perhaps be leſs exceptionable to many 
Perſons, as they had no Deſign to ſerve the Cauſe 
of Religion. Now theſe all agree in their Account 
of the general Practice and Government of the 

Church, and the Evidence ariſing from the Whole, 
appears to us to be of irreſiſtible Force in Favour of 
Epiſcopacy z and in the Opinion of Mr. th, 
one of the beſt Reaſoners the Eꝝgù Nation ever 
produced, . it amounts even to a Demonſtration. . Ic 
greatly concerns thoſe who can reſiſt this Evidence, 

to be very careful that the ſame Arguments whereby 
they endeavour to overthrow the Weight of it, do 
not alſo operate with equal Force againſt the Au- 
thenticity of the Canonical Books. of the New . 
Teſtament. | 
It is generally allowed by the Rejedters of Epiſ- Wt 
copacy, that Epiſcopal Government obtained very 
early in the Church, Dr. Dadaridge admits, that 

- ©& the Diſtinction between Biſhops and Preſbyters 
«« has been as ancient as the Time of St. [gnatizs i" 

i. e. the Beginning of the Second Century, and 
within Seven or Eight Years after the Death of the 
laſt of the Apoſtles. Now if this Government — 
not of Apoſtolical Inſtitution, a general Uſur 

muſt have been attempted the Attempt m hs 
ſucceeded—and a capital Revolution muſt have ag 

C 0 
« mers fo far, that be fancied he could fe. 


66: Virgil was S_ for Jeſus a ay qo 


. 1 eligion +.” It is well for theſe ancient 
ae this in a Caſe which welt People can better judge of, this 
| E from Hard 
e 1 * 
; In his Lauren, Cc. Page 498. + | 
'4 See Dr. Fortin's Remarks on 
-. nnd the New General Biographical D 
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eſtabliſhed and completely ſettled throughout the 
Church within a very few Years of the Apoſtles 
Death. - Thoſe Powers which were now given to a 
new Order of Officers, muſt have been quietly ab- 
dicated by their former Poſſeſſors, and the whole 
Chriſtian Church muſt have been perſuaded to give 

up a Form of Government, which had been conſe- 
ctated by the Practice and Authority of the Apoſ- 
tles, and then to ſubmit to a ne- Form, which they 
had never experienced or heard of. Surely fo great 
and ſtrange a Work could never have been accom- 
pliſhed in ſo ſhort a Time, without the Aſſiſtance 


| of ſupernatural Power; and the Enemies of Epiſ- 


ey muſt confeſs, that a very extraordinary Mi- 


copa 
racle muſt, on this 2 been wrought 
in Favour of it. | 
If the riment ſhould” be made at this Day, 
whit Addreſs would it require, what a tedious Pro- 
ceſs would be found neceſſary, to proſelyte even a 
ſingle hational Church, that of Scotland for Inſtance, 
which holds Epiſcopacy to have been an Innova- 
tion in the Chriſtian Church, to a peaceable Sub- 
miſſion to it ? And yet no modern Chriſtidns can 
pretend a greater Veneration and Zeal for apoſto- 
| Inſtitutions, than the primitive Chriſtians were 
undoubtedly: poſſeſſed of. What long Struggles 
and violent Convulſions have always been ſuffered, 
before any Republican Governments have deen 
brought to acquieſce in a Change to Monarchy ? 
And yet Meuthave commonly — found as ready 
to give up the eſtabliſned Forms of Civil Govern- 
aan: as thoſe. 2 Religion. f 
But ſuppo fing ſuch a Chan e to apt bdppened, 
can any. N e Reaſon, be aſſigned, why no Re- 
cords, no- Intimations of it · are to be dh in Hiſ- 
tory? Can it be imagined, that While many trifling 


WR ESTES: in compariſon, ſuch. as the, Death of 
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one Biſhop, and the Succeſſion of another, and the 
Birth of a third, in every Age of the Church have 
been carefully related, that not the leaſt Notice 
ſhould have-been taken, either by Friends or Ene- 
mies, Pagans of Chriſtians, of ſuch a capital Re- 

volution ? Or, are we able, from this univerſal Si- 
lence of Hiſtory, to form any other Concluſion, than 


that the Event in Queſtion has never happened? 7 


Let us hear on this Subject a very celebrated 
Writer »: Tag When 1 ſhall 3 all the Fa- 
„ bles in the Metamorphoſis acted, and prove 
« Stories; when I ſhall ſee all the 8 
„ Ariſtocracies in the World lie down and ſleep, 
* and awake into Monarchies ; then will I begin 
« to believe that Preſbyterial Government, having 
% continued in the Church, during the Apoſtles 
Times, ſhould preſently after (againſt the Apoſ- 
&« tles Doctrine and the Will of Chriſt) be whirled 
« about like a Scene in a Maſque, and transform- 
*« ed into Epiſcopacy, In the mean Time, while 
„ theſe Things remain thus incredible, and, in hu- 
* man Reaſon, impoſſible, I 2 have Leave 
« to conclude thus: 

Epiſcopal Government is acknowledged to 
&« have been univerſally received in the Church, 

„ preſently after the Apoſtles Times: 

1 getween the Apoſtles Times and this preſently 

« after, there was not Time enough for, nor Pol- 
« ſibility of, ſo great an Alteration : 

« And therefore there was no ſuch Alteration as 


« is pretended; and therefore Epiſcopacy being 


* confeſſed to « ſo ancient and catholic, ſl * 
« grantees? alſo to be Ae 
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SECTION I. 


The Powers 8 to the Epiſcopal Office Beton to be. 


_ thoſe of 


mation. 


HE Epiſcopal Order appearing thus to be 
| Liflinet from, and ſuperior to that of Preſ- 
. it is proper now to enquire, wherein that 
Diſtinctipn and Superiority conſiſt. In order to 
this, we muſt carefully ſeparate the ſeveral Things 
that have been added as Appendages to the Epiſcopal 
Office, from thoſe which originally and effentiall 
belong to it. * In Chriſtian Countries, the Alliance 
between the Church and State has obtained for the 
former many Perquiſices and Advantages of an ex- 
ternal Nature; which may be reduced to the three 
Heads of, legal-Exemprion, temporal Poſſeſſiont, 
and civil Power. Theſe have generally varied in 
different Countries and Ages; and although they 
have influenced the external Form and Appearance 
of the Church, yet they have not altered its real 
Nature, which is always and eſſentially the ſame 
under all ourward Circumſtances, whether protected, 
neglected, or perſecuted,” by dene Powers of the 
World. 

Thus the Woman, in the Viſions of st. Joly ®, 4 
was the ve ry ſame, after . ſhe fled into the Wil- 
« derneſs, 


e Ordination, and Confir- 


when ſhe was clothed with the Sun, had-a Crown 
« of Twelve Stars on her Head, and the Moon 
« under her Feet,“ notwithſtanding that her our” 

ward Circumſtances and Figure were widely' dif- 
ferent. Every one knows that the Office of a 

POP is the ſame, whether he is poſſeſſed of 
h 75 « For- 


Rev. wii, 


and was purſued by the Dragon, as 


PS 
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a Fortune, or is without one—whether he has a 
large Pariſh, or a ſmall one. And if theſe 2 
— no Alteration in the Office of a Preſbyter, it 


will be hard to ſhew why they ſhould alter the EH 


copal Office; and why it ſhould not be exactly . 
ſame now, as it was before the Days of Conſtantine 

As worldly Proſperity or Adverſity does not affect 
the Nature of the Office, ſo neither does the Loca- 
tion or Limitation of it, with regard to Place. He 
who has a ſmall Dioceſe, has the ſame Epiſcopal 
Powers, as he that has a large one; and it matters 
not, as to the Validity off the Act, whether it be 
performed by the Biſhop of Man, or the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury—or, in the Language of St. 5700 
whether by the Biſhop of Rome or 
Conſtantinople or Eugubium, of Alexandria or = andts 

Our preſent Enquiry therefore, leads us to the 
Conſideration of thoſe Powers only, which, bein 
inſeparable from the Office, and peculiar to it, * 
Bithops, as ſuch, are equally poſſeſſed of, and with- 
out which they would ceaſe to be Biſhops And 
theſe will be found to be the Powers of Government, 
Ordination, and Confirmation. 

The Power or Right of Government is neceſſarily 


included in the Superiority of their Office. For in 


every Society, where there is a Subordination of 
Offices, that which conſtitutes the higheſt Office is 
the lega)-Poſſeſſion of the higheſt Power; and the 
ſuperiatending and governing Power, deing ſupe· 
riot to all others, muſt of Conſequence belong to 
che higheſt Office. In the Chriſtian Church, the 
Apoſtles were inveſted with this Power by Chriſt— 


as it was intended for perpetual Uſe, they conveyed 


it to their Succeſſors—it' was exerciſed by Timothy 
at Epheſus, by Titus at Crete, by Diony/ius the Aveo- 
pagite at Athens, by Epaphreditus at Philippi, b 
Aran at Ci. „Kec. and, through all the Ages 
of 


| 
| 
| 
= 
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of the Church, it has been tranſmitted down, and 
maintained by the Epiſcopal Order; who, in the 
Exerciſe of it, have occaſionally and frequently 
taken the Advice of their Preſbyters. The Biſhop 
may communicate this Power, in ſome Degree, to 
Preſbyters or others as he ſhall think proper; bur 
in ſuch Caſes, ic muſt be exerciſed in Subordination 
"M to him; for he. can never diveſt himſelf of his con- 
. trolling and. ſuperintending Authority. It is fo 
ellential to his Office, that he cannot relinquiſh it 
in ſuch a Manper, as not to be accountable for the 


Exerciſe, of it. 9 
The Epiſtles to the Seven Churches of the Lydia 
Aa ate a Proof of this, and ſhew plainly, that the 
Ger of thoſe Churches reſpectively, was 
d in the Hands of ſingle Perſons, Who are 
called. Angels; by. which was meant and intended, 
according to the united Voice of Antiquity, Biſhops, 
in the appropriated Senſe. Some of theſe are re- 
proved tor the Relaxation of Diſcipline, and all of 
| em ate treated as having the entire Government 
5 of their reſpective Diſtricts, and as accountable for 
| the State of Religion within the Bounds. of their 
Spiritual Juriſdiction, But it is needleſs to prove 
what the Enemies of Epiſcopacy will not deny, that 
wherever this Form of Government has obtained, 
the Government of the Church hag always been 
exerciſed by Biſhops, and neyer by Preſbyters, un- 
leſs in an inferior Degree, and in Subordination to 


em. . * 
Nu Power belonging to Biſhops, is that 
of Ordination; which has always been conſidered by 
the Friends of Epiſcopacy as peculiar to Biſhops, 
and unalienable from their Office. And indeed 
there would be an Abſurdity in ſuppoſing the con - 
trary. For to whom can the Appointment of in- 
fetior and ſubordinate Officers belong, in every So- 
10 a ciety, 
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ciety, but to thoſe 'who govern it? Beſides,” the 
ſame Arguments which prove the Diſlinction of 
Biſhops from Preſbyters, prove alſo that Ordination 
is an Office peculiar to the former; for it is chiefly 
by the Appropriation of Offices, that we are able 
to prove the Diſtin&tion of Orders. Becauſe ſore 
Eccleſiaſtical Offices are never performed by the 

_ Clergy in common, but only by ſuch of them as 

are particularly ordained for . thoſe Purpoſes, i 

evident that thoſe who are thus orda ined and im- 

powered, are admitted to a different and higher 
Order. Now, with Regard to the Power of Or- 
dination, none that have laboured in the Cauſe have 
ever been able to ſhew from Scripture a Angle In- 
ſtance, wherein this Power has been exerciſed by 
Preſbyters only; but there are many Inſtances in 
which thoſe, who are manifeſtly ſuperior to Preſby- 
ters, are found to have uſed it. 

As to the Caſe of Timpthy, whom St. Paul ex- 
horts, in his it Epiſtle to him, to ©* neglect not 
the Gift which was given him by Prophecy, with 
the laying on the Hands of the Preſbytery,” it 
will ' not anſwer the Purpoſe. For allowing, at 
preſent, the Word P, eſbytery to ſignify, what ſome 
would chuſe it ſhould ſignify, a Number of mere 
Preſbyters ; yet we are certain that Timotby was not 

 erdaimed by ſuch Perſon only, unleſs'St, * was 

but a mere Preſbyter. For in his er 5 
to him he expreſsſy aſſerts, chat this ! Gi 

imparted to him by the Lying” on of brig own 
% Hands.” 

The Queſtion then ariſes, How theſe "TR Ab; 
counts of Timothy's Ordination can be reconciled ? 
To this Queſtion the Arifwer is obvious. T 
is not a Preſbyrter of the Church of England b 
can, with Truth «nd Propriety ſay, that he re 
e his Ordinaton 5 th ping on of the f 


—"— ES — LES n— 


„% „ e at: Er dE ee Sid id Rn St Rte. he 


9 * 
— 


2 


16 An APPEAL Seq: 27 
of the Biſhop, and with the laying on of the 
Hands of Preſbyters. For in aur Ordinations, in 
which, as in other Things, we endeavour to come 
28 near as. poſſible to the primitive Standard, the 
Preſbyters that are preſent, always j n with the 
Biſhop in the Impoſition of Hands, Yor obſerve 
the Difference, between zy and with : Timothy re- 
ceived his Gift 5 the Impoſition of St. Paul's 


Hands, as being effectual to convey it; but it was 


onſy / with the Impoſition of the Hands of the 
Preſbytery which implies not any Power in them, 
but their Concurrence only. St. Paul could have 
ordained without their Concurrence, but the Im- 
poſition of their Hands would have been altoge- 
ther unavailable withoyt the Apoſtle - much more 
in Oppoſition to him. I am aſhamed to repeat 
Things which have been ſo frequently ſaid by 
others; but an Apprehenſion that theſe Papets may 
fall into the Hands of Tome, who are Strangers to 
what has been written on the Subject, muſt be my 
Apology. 

As to the other Caſe of Pau and Barnabas, 
which is objected againſt us, there is no Evidence 
that this was any Ordination at all; and when it 
can be proved thar i ic was, it will be ſoon enough o 
conſider it. 

I have ſaid, that there is no > Inſtance! in Holy 
Scripture, v erein Ordination has been performed 
by. mere Preſbyrers: I may go on and ſay, that 
there is not an Inſtance of it to be found in the 
Church for ſeveral Ages. Aerius and Coliuthus in 


tte Fourth Century, ſeem to have been the firſt 


Contrivers of Ordinations af this Sort; 5 but, with 
— were 


— e 


e 


dence of Scripture, in Support of the Neceſſity of 


* yourſelves bound to believe, and to do all thoſe 


— 
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fraſtical Polity *, and to Archbiſhop Potter's very ex- 
cellent Dees bf Church Government 1. 1 i 

From this Time, until after the Beginning of the 


Reformation in the Sixteenth Century, no Inſtances 


worthy of Notice occur to favour Ordination by 
Preſbyters. So that the uniform Practice of the 
Church for 1500 Years, may be added to the Evi- 


Epiſcopal Ordination. s 
There is another Branch of the Epiſcopal 


which muſt not be paſſed over on this Occaſion, 


as we think it a very material one; I mean the Im- 


poſition of Hands in Confirmation. The Nature 
and Deſign of Confirmation may be ſeen in our 


public Office for the Adminiſtration of it—wherein | 
the Perſons to be confirmed are, in a public Man- 


ner, preſented to the Biſhop, who aſks them with 


due Solemnity, Do ye here in the Preſence of 


« God, and of this Congregation, rene the ſolemn 
« Promiſe and Vow that was made in your Name 
« at your Baptiſm ; ratifying and confirming 
* ſame in your own Perſons, and acknowledging 


Things which your God-fathers and God-mo- 
t thers then undertook for you? To this Queſtion 
each Perſon anſwers in the Affirmative, I do.“ 
Then follows the Impoſition of the Biſhop's Hands, 
with Benediction and pe ates + 
We ſee here, that Confirmation conſiſts of two 


Parts; one to be performed by the Biſhop, and 


the other by the Perſons preſented to him, The 
Perſons preſented, on their Parts, ſolemnly, in the 
Preſence of God and the Con tion, renew the 
Promiſes made, not by hemnidives, but by others 


in their Name, at their Baptiſm, and raufy and 


confirm the ſame in their own Perſons ; in Conſe- 
y ® Book vii, beft. 9. 1 Chap. y. 


„ 
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quence of which, the. Biſhop for his Part, impoſes 
Eis Hands upon them. with Prayer, and bleſs 
them. 

As to that part of the Tranſaction which 727 | 
longs to the Perſons confirmed, none can diſpute + 
the. Propriety or Uſefulneſs of it. For nothing 
can be better adapted for the Promotion of Virtue 

and Piety, than that thoſe who have been baptized 
in their: Infancy, as ſoon. as they are duly inſtructed 
in the, Nature of the baptiſmal Covenant, ſhould 
thus publicly engage, in their own Perſons, to per- 
form the Conditions of it. And as te the Biſhop's. 
Part, for the ſame Reaſons that we expect the 
Bleſſing of God to attend any miniſterial Offices in 
the Obriſtian Church, it may be expected. in this; 
which is founded on the Example and Authority of 
Seripture, as well as on the unvaried Practice of the 
primitive Chriſtians, ' . 

The Church of Engler 8 of chat « it hath 

«„ been a ſolemn, ancient, and laudable Cuſtom,.. | 
6 continued from the Apoſtles. Time, that all 
« Biſhops ſhould lay their Hands upon Children, 
« baptized and inſtructed in the Catechiſm. of the 
Chriſtian Religion, praying over them and bleſ- 
«: ſing them.” If this Cuſtom has been continued 
from the Apoltles Time, it mult have been practiſed 
in their Time; for, in the Language of the Schools, 
the Terminus à quo is the Time of the Apoſtles : 
And it can with no Propriety be ſaid to have been 
continued from their Time, if, it commenced after 
it. Let us ſee then what Information the Scripture. 
gives us, relating to this Subject. f 

Ia the Afts of the. Apoſtles F we have the follow- 
Ing Paſſage : ++ When the Apoſtles. that were at 
bar ee alem heard that Samaris had received the 
= of God, they ſent, unto them Peter and 

Jun, 
8 ® Can, k. by Chap. v 249159 6, i. 
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SN Jahn; who, when they were come down, prayed 


4 far F. that they might receive the Holy 
bolt. For as yet he was fallen upon none of 
them; only they were baptized in the Name of 

* the Lord Jeſus. Then laid they their Hangs 
0 on them, and they received the Holy Ghoſt.“ 
Theſe Words exactly deſcribe Confirmation, as it 

is practiſed in the Church of Euxland; and there 

is hardly Room for a Poſſibility of applying them 
to any thing elſe. Two Apoſtles are ſent to Sa- 
maria, to perform a particular Office had it nat 
been neceſſary that this Office ſhould be performed 
| by. thoſe of the higheſt Order in the Church, others 
undoubtedly would have been employed in that 
Service; it being abſurd to imagine, that Apoſtles 
would have been ſent from Jeruſalem to Samaria 
to do that only, which might as effectually have 
been done by common Elders—the Office itſelf 
was to impoſe Hands on thoſe that had received 
Baptiſm—and the great End of it was, that, by 
this Impoſition of Hands, the Subjects of it might 
receive the Holy Ghoſt. | 
- We have another Inſtance of Confirmation, inthe 
Diſciples at W W on whom, after they were 
% baptized, St. Paul laid his Hands, and the Holy 
Ghoſt came upon them“. There can be no 
Reaſon to doubt but the Office here performed to 
the Converts at Arbeſus, was the very ſame that 
was performed to thoſe. in Samaria; ſince it was 
adminiſtered, in the ſame Manner —by 4 Perſon of 
the ſame higheſt Order in the Church to thoſe 
that had the ſame Qualifications—and was — 
with the ſame Effects. 

Should it be objected, that theſe Iuſtances prove 
only what was occaſionally practiſed by the Apoſ- 
| tles, but not that N was ee to be of 

1 | 


Acts xix. 


* 
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ſanding Uſe to the Church in all Ages, I anſwer ; 
What was the Intention of the Apoſtles, was beſt 
known by their Contemporaries who converſed with 
them; and what their Opinion was of this Matter, 
we may ſafely judge from their Practice. That 
Confirmation was alſo practiſed by the immediate 
Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, and has been univerſally 

continued through all the Ages of the Church. 


until within theſe Two Centuries, he that has the 


leaſt" Acquaintance with Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory muſt 
confeſs,” Had there been any 'Doubts or Diſputes, 
about the Uſefulneſs or Propriety of its Continu- 
ance, in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, we might 


have ſome Reaſon to diſpute it now. But ſo far 


was this from being the Caſe, that it was univer- 
ſally received as of ous . = of great 


Importance. 
Can you be ignorant (ſays St. Jerom) that 


ee this is the common Cuſtom of Churches, that 


„ Hands are laid upon thoſe who have received 
56 Baptiſm, and in that Manner the Holy Ghoſt 


* 1s implored ? Do you aſk, where this is writ- | 


4 ten? you will find it in the As of the Apoſtles. 
«© But even if the Authority of Scripture had been 
«© wanting, the Conſent of the <vbole World in this 
% Matter, would have the Force of a Command *.“ 
Whoſe Hands were impoſed in ſuch Caſes, we are 
plainly told, ſoon after. The general Cuſtom is 
this, that the Biſbop goes abroad to impoſe Hands 
$ upon thoſe, who, in the ſmaller Cities, and at 
* a . have bees * ptized by Preſbyters and 

ce en 


. neſtis etiam pectelarum dne ah al . baptizatis 
poſtea Manus imponantur, et ita invocetur Spiritus Sanctus. Exigis 
pbi. ſeriptum fit ? In Actibus Apoſtolorum. Etiam ſi Scriptu 
Auctoritas non ſubeſſet, totius Orbis in hanc Partem Conſenſus I 
Fr obtineret. Advorſus n. Y | 
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« Deacons, that he may obtain for them by Prayer 
« the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt *.” 

Bur that it was the Intention of the Apoſtles, 
that Confirmation ſnould not expire with them, 
but be continued for the perpetual Benefit of che 
Church, we are not only able to prove thus medi- 
ately ; but it muſt neceſſanily follow, from what 
one of them has ſaid concerning it. The Author of 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrews Þ ſpeaks of it, as one 
of the * Giſt Principles of the Echtittian Doctrine, 
and fundamental to it ; and puts it upon the ſame 
Footing, in that Reſpect, with Repentance, Faith, 
Sc. Leaving the Principles of the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, let us go on to Perfection; not layi 
« again the Foundation of Repentance from dead 
Works, and of Faith towards God, of the 
ce trine of Baptiſms, and of the layi on of Hl, 
and of the Reſurrection of hes and 
« eternal Judgment.” What we are to underſtary 
by the laying on of Hands, ſubſequent to ' Baptiſm, 
thoſe who reject the Doctrine of Confirmation m 
probably diſpute. ' But the ancient "Commentators 
generally agreed in Opinion, in which they haye 
had the Concurrence of the moſt' confiderable of 
the Moderns, that what is here meant, is the Im- 

fition of Hands in Confirmation only. If t 

ore, the Principles of Chriſtianity are the ſa 
now as they were originally; Confirmation, which, 
in the above Paſſage is declared to be one of them, 
ought always to be retained in the Church. 

But it may be further objected,” that from the 
Inſtances of Confirmation. recorded in Scripture, 
the Effects of it appear to have been miraculous, 


and 
* 


- Non quidem abnuo hanc Eccleſiarum eſſe 
eos qui longe in minoribus Urbibus per Preſbyteros et Diaconos 


tirati ſunt, Fpi/copus ad Invocatianem ſancti Spiritus Manum i 
Fe excurrat. Adverſus Luciferians, | 


Chap. vi, 12 2˙ 


* 
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and conſequently, as the Power of Miracles has 
confeſſedly long ceaſed, that this Rite whereby it 
was imparted, is now uſeleſs, and ought not to be 
continued. But the Solution of this. Objection is 
not difficult. There is no Reaſon to believe, that 
miraculous Gifts, although frequently, were always, 
imparted by the Impoſition of the Apoſtles. Hands. 
But could this be proved, yet other Gifts of a diſ- 
ferent Nature were alſo communicated at the ſame 
Time; and this Communication is neceſſary to all 
Perſons in all Ages. Without the gracious Aſſiſt- 
ances of the Holy Spirit, it js as certain now as it 
ever was, that no Man is able to withſtand Temp- 
tations, and to fulfil the Conditions of the Goſpel 
Covenant, 2 5 bp N 
© Thoſe upon whom the Apoſtles laid Hands, are 
laid to have received the Holy Ghoſt ; But, I truſt, 
there is nothing ſo extraordinary in this, but that 
Chriſtians in al Ages, who have a proper Diſpo- 
fiction, and make uſe. of the ſtanding Means ap- 
n in the Church, may hope to obtain even 
this unſpeakable Benefit. And if ſome, in Con- 
ſequence of this Impoſition of the Apoſtles Hands, 
are {aid to have ſpoken with Tongues, and prophe- 
fied, which was not ſo much for their own perſonal 
Advantage, as for the Cepyiftion of others; it is 
ſufficient for Chriſtians at chis Day, that, without 
theſe miraculous Endowments, after the For- 
« giyeneſs of their Sins,“ they are ** ſtrengthened 
Wich the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter,” and that 
<«, the manifold Gifts of Grace are daily increaſed 
© in them—that they receive the Spirit of Wiſdom 
&* and_Underſtandipg—the' Spirit of Counſel and 
« ghoſtly Strength—and are filled with the Spirit 
«of the Fear of God;“ far all which Things the 
hep and Congregation are directed to pray, in 
the Office of Confirmation. | * 
| x4 1 16: | Thus 
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Thus we ſee upon what Authority this Practice 
is founded, and the Advantages that attend it; and 
if Perſons in this Age are diſaffected, or indifferent, 


towards it, it is either becauſe they do not under- 
ſtand the Nature of ir, or have not that Zeal and 


Anxiety for their ſpiritual Intereſts, which Men had 
formerly “. ares. 4 
It remains, only to be obſerved under this Head, 
that Confirmation can be adminiſtered by none but 
Biſhops. In the Time of the Apoſtles, this Power 
was exerciſed by them—they conveyed it to' thoſe 
only who were appointed to ſucceed them—and it 
has always been confined to the higheſt Order in the 
Church. 


» * 
4 * , 
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SECTION III. 


That the Church in America, without an Epiſcopate, 
is neceſſarily deſtitute a regular Government, 
and cannot enjoy the of Ordination and 
Confirmation. | 


N the preceding Sections I have endeavourtd to 

give a Summary of the Arguments in Favour of 

iſcopacy, and to prove, with all poſſible Brevity, 
that 


P 


. The holy Rite of Confirmation is a divine Ordinance, and it 
6c produces divme Effects, and is miniſtered by divine Perſons, that. 
4% is, by thoſe whom God hath ſanctißed and ed to this Mini- 
« tration.” At firſt, all that were 2 were alſo· confirmed 3 
10 and ever ſince, all good People that have underſtood it, have been 
« very zealous for it; and Time was in Fagland, even fince the . 
10 1 the Reformation, when Confirmation had beem leſs, 
« y miniſtered for about Six Years, when the People had their 


10 firſt Opportunities of it reſtored, they ran to it in ſo great Num- 


« bers, that Churches and Church-Yards would not 


4 ſomuch, that I have read, that the Biſhop of Cheer was forced to 


% impoſe Hands on People in the Fields, and was for: wath 
% Multitudes, that he bad almoſt been trod to Death by the People, 
« and had died with the Throng, if he bad the 
% Civil Power,” Biſhop Taylor, 


— 
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ment, without Ordination and Confirmation. 


* 


Wr 

that the Powers of ordaining, | confirming and go- 
verning the Church, belong rightfully to Biſhops, 
85 are not to be exerciſed by any, of an inferior 

If the Conſiderations which haye been offered 
have no Weight with others, they are, however, 
convincing to us of the Church of England; and 
we firmly. believe the Truth and Importance of the 
ſeveral Points, the Proof of which has been thus 
briefſy attempted. Indeed the Conviction of Diſ- 
ſenters, with Regard to the Divine Inſtitution and 
Authority of Epiſcopacy, is not the immediate In- 
tention of this Publication: And yet it is no Mark 
of an unfriendly Diſpoſition, to hope, that thoſe 
who are unable to invalidate the Force of the pre- 
ceding Arguments, will candidly ſubmit to them; 
unleſs they are able to oppoſe to them others which 
they judge to be, at leaſt, of equal Strength. For 
it is the Duty of every rational Enquirer, in all 
Caſes, and more eſpecially in Matters of Religion, 
to be governed by what appears to be the ſtrongeſt 
Evidence. But the preſent Deſign is to ſet before 
the Public, the Neceſſity and Importance of Epiſ- 
cophcy, in the Opinion of Epiſcopalians, and to. ſhew 
the wretched Condition of the Church of England 
in. America for Want of Biſhops. | 

And this appears, in Part, from what has been 
already offered. For if, according to the Doctrine 
and Belief of the Church of England, none have a 
Right to govern the Church * but Biſhops, nor to 
otdain, nor to confirm; then the American Church, 
while without Biſhops, muſt be without Govern- 


Was 


-* The'Reader will obſerve, that only ſuch Authority is here ſpoken 


of, as is purely Eecleſiaſtical, and peculiar to the Officers of the 
Church. The King's Supremacy, as expreſſed in Article xxxvii, is 
maintained by the in America, in as full and ample a Man- 
ner as in 3 —_—F „ + © | b " 4.4 = GO 


* 


it is conſidered that our Enjoyment of it would 


the Church's 


„e A 3 


ſubordinate Authority to 


The Clergy can evidently do but little“ without 
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Was there no other Diſadvantage our 


Want of Biſhops, than that it neceſſarily prevents 


our having Confirmation adminiſtered, we ſhould 
eſteem it a great Grievance. For in P 


| opoion 
to our Opinion of the Uſefulneſs of this ſacred 


Inſtitution, muſt be the Hardſhip of being ex- 
cluded from the Enjoyment of it—eſpecially, when 


not interfere with either the civil or religious 


Rights or N of any. I will not, however, 
enlarge on this Su 


bject, but proceed immediately 
to Matters of greater Conſequence ; and ſuch are 
Wan of Government and ordaining 


Powers, | 

When it is (aid, that the Church of England in 
America, without Biſhops, muſt be without Go- 
vernment, this is to be underſtood in a qualified 


Senſe. For where there is abſolutely no Govern- 
ment at all, there can be nothing but Diſorder and 
Confuſion, without any Appearance of Regularity z 
. which, I truſt, is not yet the Caſe of the Church 
in America. Some Degree of Government is eſſen- 


tial to the very Being of every Society, whether 


civil or religious; and as ſoon as Government en- 
tirely ceaſes, the Society is diſſolved and has no 
_ Exiſtence. 


It has been allowed that Preſbyters may have a 


known that the Biſbep of London has formerly 
taken ſotne Cognizance of Eccleſiaſtica! Matters 
in the Plantations, by Virtue of the King's Com- 


. miſhon; But much more than this is needful, to 


anſwer the Neceſſities of the American Churc z. 


a 
Ort dug ef Things Gee go, * —* 

t State gs, ſeems to be in t ay 
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 ventions, which has been regularly praiſed, for a 


vern; and it is well 
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2 Biſhop ; and when ir is diſputed, whether ane 
Biſhop reſiding in Amerita would be ſufficient for 
the Colonies, it is agreed, on all Sides, that proper 
Care cannot be taken of them by à Biſhop who 
has the immediate Inſpection of a large Dioceſe in 
England,” and refides at the Diſtance' of Three 
Thouſand Miles. Trial has been heretofore made 
what could be done by Commiſſaries; but their 
Uſefulneſs, upon the Whole, appeared to be fo in- 
conſiderable, that none have been appointed for 
near Twenty Years. | * 
So that, in ſhort, the State of the Church in 
America is, at preſent, really this: The Clergy are 
independent of each other, and have no Eccleſiaf- 
tical Superiors to unite or control them; and the 
People are ſenſible of their Want of Power, and 
find themſelves free from all Reſtraints of Eccleſi- 
aſtical Authority. They both conſider themſelves 


in he of the Northern Colonies, A general Concern for the In- 
tereſt of Religion and the Church, and a Deſire in the Cl of 
contributing — united Endeavours to promote it, occaſioned the 
irſt-Riſe of theſe Conventions; and the Advantage??? which have 
n found, on the Whole, to attend theffhave cauſed their Con- 
tinuance. | WA „ b 4 
Indeed ſuch Conventions of the Clergy, wherein all the Members 
meet together on Terms of Equality, are unknown to the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Church of England, Byt it muſt be alſo granted, that for 
ſuch a Number of Preſbyters, to be left without a Biſhop at their 
Head to ſuperintend and govern them, is a Thing equally unknown 
to the Conſtitution of any Epiſcopal Church upon Earth. That, of 
the Church of England in her Colonies, is an extraordi Caſe 
and in extraordinary Caſes uneommon Meaſures may be allowable. 
If ſome Inconveniencies may be expected from theſe Conventions, 
which hitherto have been but ſmall and inconſiderable; Inconvenien- 
ties. alſo will ariſe, from every other Method that can be taken by 
the Clergy to ſerve the general Intereſt of Religion, while without 
an Epiſcopate—and undoubtedly the greateſt Inconveniencies of all, 
from their neglecting to exert s jointly in the Proſecution of 
their general Duty. If thoſe Who think unfavourably of our Con- 
ventions, would be ſo obliging as to tell us, bow, in this diſtreſſed 
State of the Church, we can ſerve it, and thereby the common Cauſe 
of 1 17 „ve Monld take it kindly. This is the 
75 e alm 4 ; and we are attached to particular Means, only 


tion as we judge them to be conducive thereto, * 
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as accountable to God for their Religious Behavi4 
h and, in ſome Senſe, to the World for the 
Conliſtency of their Characters. They have the 
Kurics of the Church of England, whereby, they 
profeſs to govern themſelves, and to which, for 
the moſt Part, they ſtrictly adhere, in the public 
| Offices of Religion; and they endeavonr td n- 

form to the Canons, as far as the Circumſtarices of 
the Church in this Country will admit of. But at- 
ter all, Men's governing themſelves by certain Rules 
and Laws, (it the Exprefſion,' may be allowed of) 
and their being governed by, others, who have a 
roper Authority, although according to the ſama 
— are Things that will ever be found to be 
different. In the former Caſr, ſome Appearance o 
Order may be maintained, but the Body is without 
Strength, and liable to be deſtroyed by innumera- 
ble Accidents; whereas it is only in the latter Caſe, 
that Health and Vigour and Fame cas 12 
teaſonably expected. a 

The Government of the Church mey 2 * iy 
rally divided into Two Branches, and conſidered as 
relating either to the Clergy, or the Laity 3 and it 
ay be proper to take a. ſhort View of it, with 
— to both. Religion being a Matter of 
free Choice, for which we are ordinatily account- 
able only to him, who will hereafter judge us for 
our moral Behaviour and the Church, conlidered 
with Relation to civil Power, being in the very 
Nature of it a voluntary Society; it is left to Men's 
Conſciences, whether they will become Members of 
it or not. But after they are become Members, 
the Laws of the Church are in Force againſt them, 
and they are ſubject, in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, ta 
the Authority of thoſe who govern it. 

What the juſt Penalties of Diſobedience are, 
we mat leara trom the n ature of the Church itſelf. 
2 | If 
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In Civil Society, the Magiſtrate f is armed with the 
Sword of Juſtice, and ** he is the Miniſter of CU 
%% Revenger to execute Wrath upon bim tha 
« doeth Evil'*,” according to the Degree and Na- 
ture of his Offences. But the Power of the Church 
is of a ſpiritual Nature; and the utmoſt Effect of 
it in this World, is the cutting off and rejectin 
thoſe Members which are incurably and dangerou 
corrupted. This Puniſhment, which has cothtonly 
been known by the Name of Eucammunication, 
however it was dreaded in the pufeſt Ages of Chriſ- 
rianity, has loſt much of its Force in this; where- 
in Altars are ſet up againſt Altars, and hurches 
againſt Churches, and thoſe who are rejected 
one, may be received by another. A Diſpoſiti 
to flight the higheſt Puniſhment which the Church 
can inffict has Become general, and there appears 
to be no Remedy for it, unleſs in the Uſe of Rea- 
ſon and Perſuaſion. But we live in an Age, in 
which the Voice of Reaſon will not be heard, nor 
2 Strength of Arguments regarded, although 
fupported by the Declarations o Heaven, on the 
Subje of Church Diſcipline. Nay, a Man would 
be generally eſteemed to be either wrong. headed, 
or mean · ſpirited, or both, who ſhould profeſs much 
Reverence for Eceleſiaſtical Authority; and the 
Charge of Prieft-Craft, ſo long hackneyed by Infi- 
dels and Libertines, would be ſure to fall upon 
the Clergy, ſhould they | have Courage to ſpeak up 


in Defence of it. 
Im this State of Things, the Reſtoration of the 


bee Diſcipline ſeems to be a Matter rather to 
wiſhed for than deſired, than to be rationally 
attempted, by thoſe in Authority. Accordingly 
no Attempts of this Nature will be made undet 
an American Epiſcopate 3 the Diſcipline of the 

| | Senn 
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Church, ſo far as it relates to the private Mem- 
bers, will be left as it is, and nothing farther will 
be done than refuſing the Communion to diſor- 
derly and ſcandalous Perſons, which every Clergy- 
man may now refuſe, and ought to refuſe, e 
ably to the Rubrics. 

But with Regard to the Clergy, it is 


that a ſtrict Diſcipline be eſtabliſhed, and that the | 


Biſhop's' Power over them ſhall be as full and com- 
plete,” as the Laws and Canons of the Church” di- 
rect. Of the Neceſſity of this, none can be more 
fenſible than the Clergy themſelves, who, in all 
their Addreſſes in Favour of an Ep piſcopate, have 
28 opoſed and requeſted that this may be the Caſe. 
The general Character of the American Clergy, the 
Author, 7 if he may judge from a large and 
extenſive Acquaintance with them, and he hopes .it 
may be thought excuſable in him, on this Occalion, 
although one of the Number, to declare his Belie# 
of it, to be tru reſpectable. They are ſound and 
ſteady in their Nod 20 and regular in their Be- 
haviour. In ſo large a Body, ſome Exceptions 
from the general Character muſt be expected; but 
it is rather to be wondered that their rn > 
ſmall, conſidering all Things. IHE R 
„Indeed we have heard much of tbe rofligats 
Behaviour of the Clergy to the Southwa in 
the Iſlands; but this, perhaps, may have been 


owing to the Conduct of a few Individuals, re- 


rted and a 
t allowin 


been juſtly founded, yer we all know that the im- 


ggravated with a malicious Intention. 1 


moral Practices of one vicipus Clergyman will be 


Tor l. mentioned, than the Virtues of. 
ifry, of an or ech Life and Converſation, 
But after all, whatever may be the Pr 


Oe the virtuous and v Serre in 
ſcious — 


— of theſe evil Reports to have 
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1 as there are undoubtedly ſome of both 
Characters; the Want of Biſhops to ſuperintend 
and govern thetb, is obvious at el View. If one 
Sort have no Need of a Biſhop to keep them to 
their Duty, yet ſome. Caſes will ariſe. in the Diſ+ 
charge of it, in which his Direction will be uſeful 
and, many Caſes, wherein his Support and En- 
couragement. will, be needful—and in: all Caſes, his 
Friendihip and Patronage will give Life, and Spirit 
toſthem in undergoing the Difficulties, and i * pet 
forming the Duties of their, Statioůn. 
- = 1; But as there are Clergymen alſo of a Serene 
| it is more immediately neceſſary on Ac- 
 couny of theſe, that Epiſcopal Government ſhould 
take Place in. America. The Procels of carrying an 
Accuſation, and afterwards of ſupporting it, before 
gur Superiors, at ſo great a Diſtance, muſt. be ie - 
deus and difficult; and in this Conſideration un- 
pbredly, in ſome Caſes, may cauſe thoſe to eſcape 
Puniſhment who teally deſerve it. But the Cale 
will be different undet a ſettled Epiſcopate; as chen, 
for every Grievance of this Natute, the Church 
Will have an eaſy and effectua]l Remedy. If a Cler- 
ung ſhall diſgtace his Profeſſion in an open and 
I ndalous Manner, a Biſhop teſding in the Coun- 
try can ſuſpend him immediately 2 and if upon Trial 
the Caſe ſhall be found to deſetve it, he can pro- 
ceed to deprive him of his Benefice i, and not only 
ſilence and depoſe him, but excommanicate bim 
un the * Ws Chriſtians, The yr” 


— * . 


nr is kia that in Mary ld, a 4 x Clegyman ee of a Liv-' 
ing can bold it for Life, however looſe and profligate he may nw 
A haviour, _If this is really the Cael, it be awing 

eat Deſect in the Conſtitution of that Province, which ou 
to be remedied. In the wean while, it is ſuch a Hardſhip v 52 | 
| N as, I believe, is ſuffered in no other Part of the 
at makes it the more intolerable, is, that the ſole Right vr] 


doing of Cray Year the Province, is claimed by the Pro- 
prietor, 
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of this, and that they. are under the Eyę of their 
Biſhop, one main Branch of whoſe Bufineſs is to 
inſpect and enquire into their Conduct, will natu- 
rally tend to make the Clergy in general, more re- 

lar and diligent in the Diſqharge of the Duties of 


their Office, and more careful and circumſpect in 
their whole Behaviour. In 4 Word, of thoſe whoſe 


Characters are juſtly exceptionable, ſome may pro- 


bably be reformed by a Biſhop; and as to others, 
they may be eaſily diſplaced, unleſs it be the Faulc 
of the People themſelves, Sts, « 
But x greater Diſadvantage, if poſſible, than the 
Want of a regular Government, attends the Church 
of England in America in its preſegt State, I mean 
the Want of Ordination: For none can be admit- 
ted to Holy Orders without croſſing the Aamir, 


with great Hazard and Expence. Danger of 


ſuch a Voyage may, to ſome, appear to be trifling z 
but the Apprehenſion of it, together with a natural 
Averſion to the Sea, has been known to deter ma- 
ny worthy Perſons, who have been deſirous of ob- 
taining Ordination in the Church, from attempt- 
ing it—the Fear and Apprehenſion of Danger, in 


ſuch Caſes, whether rightly founded or not, hav- 


ing always the fame Effect. But what real Foun- 


dation there is for ſuch an Apprehenſion, will be 


beſt diſcovered from Experience and Facts. Now 
the exact Number of thoſe that have Home 
for Ordination, from theſe Northern Colonies (ex- 
cepting ſome who have ſailed lately, who cannot 
properly be included in this Account) is Fifry-ewo; 
Of theſe Forty two have returned ſafely, and Ten 
« e *y " have 
prietor, and exerciſed by his Governor. It is fome Alleviation how- 
ever, that the preſent very worthy Governor makes it a Rule, 


4 1 the Author has been rightly informed) to which he "adheres, 46 


as he can, 2 with his Obligations te the. Proprietor, to 
ergymang without the Approbation of the 
yy and principal Pariflnontre, 
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have miſcarried; the Voyage, or Sickneſs occaſion- 
ed by it, having proved fatal to near a fifth Part 
r F i | | 
The Expence of this Voyage cannot be reckoned 
at . leſs, upon an Average, than One Hundred 
Pounds Sterling to each Perſon. To Men of For- 
dune this is an inconſiderable Sum; but Men of 
Fortune muſt not be expected to devote them - 
ſelves to the Service of the Church in America, 
['whete the Proſpect is ſo diſcouraging, and ſo ma- 
ny diſagreeable Circumſtances are known to attend 
it. The Expence muſt therefore generally fall up- 
on ſuch, as having already expended the greateſt 
Fart of their Pittance in their Education, will find 
1 extremely hard to raiſe a Sum ſufficient for the 
oc ee e 

Under theſe Diſcouragements, there has always 
been great Difficulty in ſupplying the Church with 
Clergymen, and there always muſt be. In what 
Manner the Church is ſupplied at preſent “, the 
following Inſtances will ſufficiently teſtify. In the 
Province of New Jerſey there are Twenty, one 
Churches and Congregations ; Eleven of theſe are 
entirely deſtitute of a Miniſter, and there are but 
Five Clergymen to do the Duties of- the other Ten. 
In Penſylvania, including the Lower Counties, the 
' Caſe is fimilar. In the City of Philadelphia there 
are Three Churches and Congregations, and bur 
Two Clergymen ; in the reſt of the Province the 
Number of Churches is Twenty-ſix, and that of 
the Clergy is but Seven. | 

It ſome of the Colonies are better ſupplied, per- 
haps others may be found which are provided for 
not ſo well. In North Carolina, the late Governor 
- Dobbs informed the Society, in his Letter dated 
March 29th, 1764, that there were then but 


a ? af February 1767. 
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«© Six Clergymen in that Province, although there 


* were Twenty-nine Pariſhes, and each Pariſh 


e contained a whole County: And the Majority 
of the Inhabitants ate ſaid to profeſs themſelves 
Members of the Church. Other Reaſons may 


| have contributed to this general Want of Clergy- 
men in America, but it has always been principally 


owing to the great Difficulty of obtaining Ordi- 
nin}. "x Fr 
Under this Head it may be "obſerved farther, 


_ that the age and Expence of a Voyage to E- 


land for the Purpoſe of obtaining Ordination, are 
not the only Evils we have Reaſon to complain of: 


. For anothet glaring Diſadvantage, to which 'the 


Church in America is manifeſtly ſubject, ariſes from 
the Impoſſibility that a Biſhop. reſiding in England, 


| ould be ſufficiently acquainted with the Characters 


of thoſe who go Home from this Country for Holy 
Orders. To this it is owing, that Ordination has 


been ſometimes fraudulently and ſurreptitiouſly ob- 


tained by ſuch Wretches, as ate not only a Scahdal 
to the Church, but a Difgtace to the human Species, 
The Church has taken all due Care that none 
ſhall be ordained, without full and proper Evi-. 
dence of their good-Chara#er and Abilities “; and 
as to thoſe who go Home from this diſtant Country 
for that Purpoſe, ſenſible of the peculiar Hazard 
attending ſuch Caſes, the Biſhop of London, in Con- 


junction with tbe Society for tHe Propagation of the 
| Gofpel in foreign Parts, every Year proclaims and 


publiſhes to the World, that he requeſts and 
« earneſtly beſeeches all Perſons concerned, that 
they recommend no Man out of Favour or Af. 
« fe@ion, or any other worldly Conſideration, but 


* with a ſincere Regatd ro the Honour of Almighty 


40 God, and aur Bleſſed Saviour z as they render 
bs, Sr | * the 
See Canon xxxiv. ets, 
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« the, Intereſt of the Chriſtian Religion, and the 


ee Good of Men's Souls.“ 


But although the Biſhops, of London, to whom 
this Application from America has always: been 
made, have ſucceſſively exerciſed the greateſt Care 
and Circumſpection in this Matter; yet none of 
them have been able entirely to avoid Impoſitions 
of this Nature. Notwithſtanding their utmoſt Cau- 
tion and Care to prevent it, Inſtances have hap- 
pened, wherein Perſons have produced in England 
the moſt ample written Credentials, obtained God 
knows how, of their pious and orderly Converſa- 
tion, whoſe Lives have been notoriouſly infamous 
in this Country; and after having been inveſted 
with the ſacred Office, they have been fent back to 

ak Charge of the Souls of others—in the Proſe - 
cution of whicfft Work they have acted as if they 
had not, or imagined that they had not, any Souls 


Emer on... 4... 41. * | 
And this is not much to be wondered at, fince 
in ſuch a- Country as America, an artful Man may 
ſometimes be able to procure Teſtimonials in his 
Favour, ſigned by a competent Number of ſuch. 
.Clergymen and others, as a Biſhop of Landon will 
not know how to object againſt. Or, ſhould this 
Attempt fail him, he may even forge his Teſtimo- 
nials, and fo carry his Point before he is detected, 
This Suppoſtcion is not an abſurd one—it is neceſ- 
fary in order to account for the Succeſs. of ſome 
Adventurers from the Colonies, who have obtained 
Qrdination in England, and then have returned. to 
. America to 1 themſelves and the Church to 
the great Grief and Vexation of all its Friends, and, 
I doubt not, to the no ſmall Conſolation of ſome 
of its Enemies. 1 2 
Now when we conſider the miſerable Conſe- 
quences that muſt neceſſarily follow, even from a 
WT | ſingle 


ea 


re 


for 
| it But it is his Deſign only to ſtate Arguments 


' eg @ <Q 


BE: 


Sect. 4. To Taz P uni. 35 
ingle Inſtance of this Kind, and that one wor/bleſs 
Clergyman will do more Miſchief to Religion, than 


mam worthy ones are able to repair; it Is evident 


that the Church may be, as Experience proves that 
it ſometimes actually has been, a great Sufferer in 


this Reſpect. And there ſeems to be no Me 


of preventing this Evil entirely, but by the Re 


dence of Biſhops in America; in which. Caſe the 


general Character of each Candidate for holy Or- 
ders might be known by the Biſhop, and ſuch Im- 


Drs as have been mentioned, would ſeldom be 


* 


"SECTION iv. ; 


|. The anparalleled Hardſbip of this Caſe repreſented. 


| As the Author diſpoſed to proceed in the 
Way of Declamation, he is of Opinion, 
bak the Chriſtian Church has not, in any Inſtance, 

Ages paſt, afforded a more fruitful Subject for 


and Facts as briefly as he can; and ta recommend 


them to the candid Conſideration of the Public. - 


He therefore begs Leave, on the foregoing Repre- 
entation, barely to make an Appeal to Con- 
ſciences of Men in Behalf of the Church—whether, 


in Caſe the religious Society whereto they belong, 


were doomed to undergo ſuch an Hardſhip as t 
hurch of England in America ſuffers for Want of 
rdination, to ſay nothing of other Inſtances, they 

would not think themſelves injured, and complain 

molt bitterly ? If any other Denomination of Chriſ- 
tians in his Majeſty's American Dominions were not 


\ 


- 
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allowed to have a Clergyman, without paying a 
Fine of One Hundred Pounds Sterling on 'mis Ad- 
miſſion, and expoſing him, at the ſame Time, to 
ſome dangerous Proceſs, which had proved fatal to 
a fifth Part of his Predeceſſors, would they not 

eem jt an intolerable Grievance, and a cruel 
Perſecution ? And indeed, would not every diſin- 
tereſted Perſon conſider it. in the ſame Light? Now, 
if this would be eſteemed Perſecution, in the Caſe 
of Preſbyterians or . Congregarionaliſts, or of any 
other religious Denomination of People in this 
Country, why it ſhould be eſteemed leſs when ſuf- 
fered by the Church of "England, is hard to con- 
&ive; We have the ſame Feelings, the Tame” Sen- 
ſibility with other Perſons, and are equally affected 
by any Sufferings. n 

Some perhaps may diſpute the Propriety of the 
Word, as the great Grievance in Queſtion ariſes 
not from any poſitive Exertion of Civil Power 
againſt us: But if it be not properly Perſecution, 
it is ſomething that is as bad in its natural Conſe. 
quences. It may be queſtioned, whether the worſt 
Perſecutions have ever exterminated a fifth Part 
of the Clergy in any Country; and it is evident, 
that all direct Perſecutions have been attended with 
this good Effect, that the religious Zeal of thoſe 
againſt whom they have been intended, has been 
animated and increaſed ; Whereas, in the particu- 
lar Species of ſuffering, of which the American 
Church ſo juſtly complains, there is a peculiar Ten- 
d2ncy to render the Members of it careleſs and in- 
 fferent in religious Matters, and regardleſs of ity 

acereſts,” N . Fe N. 

If there are any Points, in which the Reaſon and 
common Senſe of Mankind can be ſuppoſed tq 
pgree, this muſt unqueſtionably be one; that the 

PE. r Church 
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Church of England in America, under the before 
mentioned Diſadvantages, although not formally 
perſecuted, is in a moſt wretched and deplorable 
Condition, And, we who are Members of it, 
cannot but think it an Aggra vation of our Unhap- 
pineſs, that it appears to be altogether unprece- 
dented; we being a A out from all the People 
upon Earth to be made the firſt Example of it. It 
would be but a poor Conſolation, we confeſs, to be 
able to recolle& Inſtances, wherein others have ſuf- 
fered in the ſame Manner with . ourſelves. But yet 
Sur Condition ſeems to imply, and Strangers may 
conclude from it, that there has been ſomething 
groſly amiſs and unprecedented in our Behaviour, 
which has brovght down upon us the Diſpleaſure of 
our Superiors; from whom we might otherwiſe ex- 
at leaſt, that common Protection and Indul- 
gence, which is ſo generouſly and properly afforded 

to all others. 
But while we thus ſuffer, we are not apprehen-' 
ſive that it can be owing to the Diſpleaſure of our 
Superiors; as we are conſcious of no Crimes, with 
Regard to the State, On the other Hand we claim 
a Right to be conſidered as equal with the fore- 
moſt, in every due Exprefſion of Fidelity and 
Loyalty. We eſteem ourſelves bound, not only 
by preſent Intereſt and Inclination, but by the more 
ſacred Ties of our religious Principles and Chriſtian 
Duty, to ſupport, to the utmoſt, the National Ci- 
vil Eſtabliſhment. Accordingly no Trumpet of Se- 
dition was ever heard to ſound from our Pulpits—na 
Seeds of Diſaffection have been ſuffered more pri- 
vately to be ſown in our Houſes. As our Religion 
teaches us, in the firſt Place, and above all Things 
to fear Gd; ſo, while we can preſerve it, it will be 
g full Security to tho Government for our bonouring 
| the 
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the King, and wot meddling with them that are given 
Se INES: 4 
If then the Church of England in America is not 
djſtinguiſhed by the Want of Duty and Affection 
to the Government, why ſhould it be thus diſtin- 
guiſhed and ſtigmatized by the Want of thoſe re: 
igious Privileges, which are granted to all othe 
Denominations of nenne in the Brizi/h 
Dominions. In our petitioning for Biſhöps, all that 
we aſk for ourſelves, is what has been freely granted 
to others, what has been refuſed to none elſe who 
1 applied for it. We requeſt only the Liberty 
of enjoying the Inſtitutions of our Church, and 
thergby of being put upon an equal Footing with 
dur Neighbours—with the various Sects of liſh 
Diſſenters, who have the full Enjoyment of their 
reſpectiye Forms of Eccleſiaſtical Government and 
Dilcipline—and even with the Meraviens and Pa- 
Fiſts, who are ſeverally allowed a Biſhop. And we 
cannot but flatter ourſelves, that we have as good a 
Right to expect Succeſs in an Application of, this 
Nature, as if we were Diſſenters, or Moravians, or 
Papiſti. For it is utterly inconceivable to us, that 
there can be any Thing in the peculiar Principles of 


our Religion, or in the diſtinguiſhing ne 


This Declaration is not intended to imply any Accuſation of 
ethers; who are able, it is hoped, to make their own Defence, when- 
ever the Occaſion ſhall require it. His Woichy's American Subjects, 
of all Denomigations, belo olonies, have always 


nging to the old 
ffed Sentiments of Lojall F 


; * and the Author believes they have 
erally been fiucere in thoſe Profeſſions. If there have been any 
e 


_ Iate arances of undutiful Behaviour in the Cplonies, they have 

Om from any Diſaffection — his Sele ere Per- 

n — not from any Want of Eſteem for the avi Conſlitution - but 

Hom go Opinion. af ancon/ijtut d ſo long as the 
ee eines of the Eri 


fre ncip 0 1 ſhall * ded to Be 
Colonies, whoſe Inhabitants,' however divided in other Re! ts, all 
agree in maintaining the ſame Eſteem forLiberty with true Eng 
Home, there will be no Danger of their attempting to revolt. 


* 
— 


Sect. 4. To Th PUBLIC 39 
of its being the national Religion, that can account 
for a Refuſal “. | | 2 
It has been ſaid, that we look upon the Caſe of 
the Church of Eugland in America to be unprecedeut- 
4d. That it is fo, compared with the State of reli- 
gious Denominations in the Brit Nominions, has 
been already ſhewn. And if we look abroad, " 


/ 


carry our Enquiries back through all the Ages 


the Church to its firſt Origin, I am perſuaded we 
ſhall not be able to-find its Parallel, fag 
During the Time of the Apoltles, as the Num- 
bet of Chriſtians increaſed, Care was taken to form 


them into. proper Eccleſiaſtical Diſtricts, and a 


Biſhop was appointed for each, „to ſet in Order 
e the Things that were wanting, and to ordain 
« Elders in every City +.” What was the Extent 
of theſe original Diſtricts, to which the Exerciſe of 
the Epiſcopal Authority was ordinarily limited, is, 
perhaps, not eaſy exactly to determine at this Day. 
Hut it is moſt probable, that in every large City, 
including its Exvirons and Dependencies, where the 
Goſpel a0 been received, and the Number of 
Chriſtian Congregations and Preſbyters was conſi- 


derable, Biſhops were appointed. And in every 


Territory, 

If among the ſeveral Denomĩnations of Chriſti ans there be ore, 
« which has preſerved the due Medium -in its Diſcipline, between 
« Tyranny and Oppreſſion on one Hand, and Licentiouſnels and 
« Anarchy on the other—in its Do&rines, between ſuch Claims of 
4 Infallibility as preclude all private judgment, and ſuch Latitude 
„as would render a Revelation inſignificant for the Purpoſe of a Rule 
« of Faith—in its For/bip, bens Res and idolatrous Pomp, 


and a Neglect of and Order—it in its profeſſed 


in be beſt Stred to promote public Peace and Happineſs, and'iwits 
% external Polity beſt adapted to the Form of the civil Conſtitution : 
« and if, over and above all theſe, it be in other Reber molt con - 


4 forthable to the original Standard, and to — et che bat 


hriſtians (we 


% and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity : Such a Society of 


10 truſt) will ever recommend itſelf to a wile and religious Legiſlature, 
% worthy of the f, and always of the chigf Care.” 
\ 0% 0 Dr. C. Fothergill. bs 


+ Titus i. $» 
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Territory, which had natural Boundaries and Li- 
mitations, whereby it was made ſeparate and diſtinct 
from the neighbouring Countries, whether it did 
or did not include any Capital City, provided, as 

before, that the Number of Churches required it, 
'- a Biſhop was alſo ſettled. By this Means due Pro- 
- viſion was made for the whole Church, and no 
large Number of Chriſtians was neglected nor ſuf- 
fered to continue long without a regular Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Government. | 2 / 
An Inſtance of this general Care is to be found 
in Crete, over which Titus was appointed Biſhop by 
St. Paul; at a Time, -when the Number of Con- 
verts in that Iſland, was probably much inferior to 
the preſent Number of profeſſed Chriſtians, in more 
than one of our Britif American Iſlands. In the 
ſucceeding Ages, until the Roman Empire became 
Chriſtian, this. Apoſtolic 'Plan was carefully fol- 
lowed, and the Number of Biſhops was increaſed, 
in Proportion to the growing Extent arid Advance- 
ment of Chriſtianity “. hen the Church at 
length obtained the Proteftion and Patronage of 
the State, theſe Eccleſiaſtical Regulations were 2fa- 
bliſhed by Law, and Biſhops, in the Exerciſe of their 
Juriſdiction, were aided and ſupported by the Civil 
Power. | 
If we purſue the Hiſtory of the Church from 
this Period, we ſhall meet with no Inſtance, in 
which any large Number of People proſelyted to 
the Chriſtian Religion, or any conſiderable Colo- 
nies, ſettled by a Chriſtian Country, have been 
without a Biſhop, the Dutch Colonies excepted, 
which do not deſire them. It has been the Prac- 
tice of all Chriſtian Nations, to provide for and 
maintain the national Religion, and to render it as 
reſpectable as poſſible,” in the moſt diſtant Colo- 


® Bingham's Antiquities, Book ix, 
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% 


nies ; wherein, either a Kegard for their Religi 
or Reaſons of Policy, and probably both, have 


1 
led 


them to take equal Care for the Eſtabliſhment of 


Eccleſiaſtical, as of Civil Government. - As to 4- 
merica, in particular, wherever we meet with French 
or Spaniſh Settlements, we find Biſhops. In Cana- 
da, a Country leſs populous than many of the Bri- 
tiſb Colonies, when we took Poſſeſſion of it, there 


was a complete Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment under 
an Epiſcopate. 


But we need not confine our Enquiries to Chriſ- 


tian Nations and Countries. If we conſult the 
Records of Paganiſm and Mabometiſm, the Caſe 


appears always to have been the fame in this Re- 
ſpect. Among the ancient civilized Heathens, the 
national Religion was never neglected; for it was 
generally conſidered as one of the firſt Duties of 


the Civil Magiſtrate, to encourage, ſupport and 


increaſe its Influence, to the utmoſt of his Power. 
And the Mahometans have ever been as zealous in 


propagating their Religion, as in extending their 


Conqueſts. | 

This univerſal Practice of all Nations and Ages, 
has praceeded from Two general Principles that 
are deeply founded in human Nature, and human 
Policy. The firſt is inſeparable from our Nature 
and neceſſarily leads Men to exert themſelves, for 


the Preſervation and Security of whatever they 
eſteem to be valuable, in Proportion as they judge 
of its LUſefulneſs and Importance. The other 


ſeems to be a fundamental Principle of ſound and 


- conſiſtent Policy; which neceſſarily requires the 


Protection and Security of the national Religion. 
For as ſome Religion has been ever thought, by 
the wiſeſt Legiſlators, to be neceſſary for the Secu- 
rity of Civil Government, and accordingly has al- 


ways been inter woven ay the Conſtitution of 15 


, 
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ſo, in eyery Nation, that Religion which is thus 
diſtinguiſhed, muſt be looked upon as, in the 
Opinion of the Legiſlature, the beſt fitted for this 
great Purpoſe. . 

Wherever therefore the national Religion is not 


made, in ſome Degree, a national Concern, it will 


commonly be conſidered as an Evidence, that thoſe 
who have the Direction of the national Affairs do 
not eſteem their Religion or, that they are negli - 
gent of the Duty they owe to God and the Public, 
as the Guardians of its Happineſs. wh, 


Y 


9 


— 
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Reaſons aſſigned why the Church in America has been 
. thus neglected. 2 

R E we then, from the preſent State of the 

Church of England in America, immediately 

ro form ſo harſh a Concluſion, concerning thofe 


who have had the Direction of our national Affairs? 


Muſt we neceſſarily ſuppoſe, that they have had no 
Eſteem and Affection for that Religion, which is 
ſo cloſely allied and connected with the Conſtitution 
of the State? Has the Condu of the Church of 


England been ſuch, with Regard to the Govern- 


ment—or, are its Principles ſuch, that it is not en- 


titled to the ſame Care and Protection, which other 


Kingdoms and States have ever afforded to the na- 
tional Religion, whether Chriſtian, Mahometan, or 
Pagan? Neither of theſe, it is hoped, can be ſaid 


properly. | 


Although the Church of Zrgland in America ap- 


' pears not hitherto to have been made a national 


«c 


| Concern z yet many Reaſons may be aſſigned x ood 
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this Neglect. owing to the peculiar Circumſtances 
of the Enghſþb Nation and Colonies, which will 
account for, although, perhaps, not altogether ex- 
cuſe it. The Colonies were generally ſettled by 
private Adventurers; and fome of them, by thoſe 
who had an Averſion to Epiſcopal Government. 
The Propriety of not ſending a Biſhop to Colonies 
of the latter Sort, will be diſputed by none: And 
as to the others, their Beginnings were ſmall, and 
for ſome Time an Epiſcopate was not greatly 


\ wanted. 


Beſides, it ought to be conſidered, that tb 
Changes of Government—the Revolutions of Power 
the Oppoſition of contending Parties at Home 
the Intrigues of foreign Courts—and the Attacks 
of neighbouring Kingdoms and States, have gene- 
rally been more than ſufficient to employ the pub- 
lic Attention, almoſt ever ſince the Riſe of our 


' Colonies. Accordingly we have found, that even 


the commercial and political Importance of theſe 
Colonies, has been but little known or regarded, 
until of very late Years. In theſe Circumſtances, 


it is not to be wondered, that the Caſe of the Church 


in America, has not been attended to; eſpecially 
as the Members of it, not excepting the Clergy, 
have been careleſs themſelves, and not made thoſe 
Repreſentations in Favour of it, which they ought 
to have made. 

To this may be added, that ſo long as ng regu- 
lar Plan for an American Epiſcopate was ſettled and 
propoſed, a Fear of infringing the religious Rights 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters in this Country, for which 
both our Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Rulers have a ten- 
der Regard, mult have created an almoſt inſupera- 
ble Difficulty in ads into Execution a Work of 
this Nature, 
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Our own Negligence in this Country has been 
_ confeſſed ; and I wiſh as much could be fairly ſaid 
in Excuſe for it. How can the Neceſſities - of the 
Church here be known, gt a Diſtance, unleſs thoſe 
who reſide here will be at the Trouble of repreſent- 
ing them? And from whom can ſuch Repreſentati- 
ons be properly expected, but from the Clergy, 
and other Friends and Members of the Church? 
Indeed there have not been wanting ſome Indi- 
viduals, for almoſt a Century bacl:, who have ſeen 
and lamented the Want of Biſhops in this Country; 
and endeavoured to obtain them : And there was a 
Time, wherein the Members of the Church in ge- 
neral, ſeem to have 'exerted themſelves in Behalf 
of an Epiſcopate: So early as in 1672, this Sub- 
ject was mentioned, and it was thought needful 
and expedient even then, that a Biſhop ſhould re- 
ſide in Virginia. But in the Beginning of this Cen- 


tury, Addreſſes were earneſtly and repeatedly made 


to the Society for the Propagation of the Goſpel in 
foreign Parts, then 82 incorporated; ſigned not 
only by the Clergy and y Veſtries, but by Gover- 
nors of Provinces “, ſetting forth the Neceſſity of 
1 Upon renewed Inſtances from Governors of Provinces, Mini- 
&. ſters, eſtries, and private Perſom in the Plantations, for ſettlin 

a Ne duperiors there, without whom the Church muſt ra- 


4c ther decreaſe than increaſe; and from a full Conviction of the Ex- 
* pedicncy thereof, Biſhops being never more wanted there than 


% now: The Society's Endeavours have been employed, not without 


% Expence. this Fear, in paving the Way for fuch, by all proper 


% Applications and due Preparations : Not to mention what has been 


formerly done in this Matter, after a loud Call for fifteen Years 


$f together, ** Committee extraordinarily appointed to find out 


% Ways apd Means for the Maintenance and Support of Biſhops in 

1 A Nor to recite the Repreſentations made in the laſt Reign, 

& concerning. this grand Affair, faid, in the laſt of them, to rend to 
Glory of God, by the Adyancenent of found Religion, the Honour 

© er Majefly, the Profperity ber Subjetts, and the flouriſhing State of 

* the Church in thoſe Parts; offered by his Grace of York, and Lord 

t Mew of London, in May laſt, which her late Majeſty; of blefſed 


4: Memory, received very gracipully, and intended to have proceeded, 


« upon 


* 
- 
Z. 
x 
7 


0 


es vine, ſo ſoon as his Royal Wiſdom fall be apprized, tha _ 


« important Affair e At 7s 172 "pn fe eri 
0 ee . by 
of! 


be 
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an American Epiſcopate, and imploring their In! 
* and Metliagon | in Favour: of it. That 


*« upon: The "REI "Foes of | has ſo diſpoſed Exents,.. 

« Sean Meaſures may probably be brought to Perfection in 22 

„ Beginning of this Reign, as a molt — — of hĩs — 

„ Majefty's Favour aud Encouragement, promiſed 

« uſeful a Work, as he has been pleaſed to declare 42 the Fro 
pagation of the Goſpel to be. Nor can our ; ExpeRations vet e. 


« clinations of thoſe Pe in thole R. (which, ſure 
* Voice of God in this 5 concur wi Ny 25 rent Cedega 
#*:ſuch Governors in the Church be there conſtituted, er the = 
« tolical Form and Order ; (ſo in one Addreſs to her wh tha the 

Fe preſs their Sentiments ) rt, To rule aud govern e Peg. 
6e — who are deſitorts to be committed to 2 ez 16 another, 


* avithout whie (they are the very Words of 1 
« ander if forte fone Members e. Pty, i by 1 2 into 
50 4 Pratiices ; ue Athe; Dey Ec. prevail More : 


«.24ly, To defend and Abo Gere and 2 ſo Three 
more —zdh, To nite the Glens & emfelves and reduce them to 
&« Order; ſo his ry 127 Governor Hater, particularly in a Let- 
* ter to che Soci 714, For without an Ecclefioftical Superior, 
te the Diſorders 9 ard, Wn 1,151, and fo the 


Committee of the Safety ow fg 7% 
their Opinion, That 1. 25 ee we oy Way 9,» Jv 
Brf8ops em thithey. 


* ani beal ſich Diviſions, is to 1 

** confirm—ſo ſeveral Addreſſes—that . Lots 75 who have been i 5 
« into the Chriſtin Faith by Bs , May" not only bedr the” Bentefit of 
« Confirmation ; bit alſo, ir anion vith the ref of the Members of 


4 the Church in thoſe remote + Parts be Partakers of the benign Influtnce 


$* of the Epiſcopal Function; in ordaining Minifters from among them- 
7 ſelves ; in confirmin weak Brethren, and bl 10 19 Manner of 


« People ſuſceptible o fuch holy n made 
cc Im — of the Biſhop's ' Hands. | * Bip = * 


nd by Way of Preparation for a SwſFiagita 

(6 of the Sees 2 the Continent of Th 2 | 
60 thought fit to purchaſe a Seat for his Reſidence, 10 os 

« at Six Hundred Pounds Sterlin Expence, ih a cohvenient 


i ſion· houſe and Lands ſituate at within the 5 Joris; they 
don 


5 


c have procteded to expend this Year, for Repait of Da 
6 4 Fire and other wile, under Covi s de Sem 
anagement, Two Hundred and Twenty-Hx Pouni 
10 «i and Five Pence, as a farther Ayres» of. 8 1 
eſolutions oy 1 and agr 


. ee 


the 


« now held in 2 and i belonging to t 
{© there, under a FY-2:h Government, be thought 150 as 4 
2 dne Support of Proteſtant NMiflonartes in 
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truly charitable and worthy Society, to whom the 
Nation and the Chriſtian World in general are 
under great Obligations, and to whoſe unexampled 
Liberality, indefatigable Application and amazing 
Perſeverance, the Church of England owes its very 
Exiſtence, at this Day, in ſome of the Colonies, 
moſt heartily and vigoroufly engaged in the Pro- 
ſecution of fo. oy a Work, They began with 
making all proper Repreſentations of the Caſe to 
the Queen they proceeded to purchaſe a Houſe 
| | 1 4 in 


« and maintaining Biſhops of the Church of England, for the Handi, 
and for the = And that Addreſſes be made to the preſent 
* Sovereign, with all Expedition, and moſt ſuitable Application for 
< theſe Purpoſes. Now, what happy Succeſſes the grand Affair is 
« like to be crowned with, under the benign Influences of his Majefty's 
' $ auſpicious Reign, may fairly be ſuggeſted from what is here in- 
< ſerted, in the critical Minute of Publication, through the Vigilance 
«© of our Right Reverend Dioceſan, that hn hit bumble Motion to his 
% Majeftly in Council, that be zuuu be gracioufly pleaſed to grant that 
ve the s and Poſſeſſions in the Iſle of St. Ghriftopher's, wwhich former 
$* belonged to the French * * ere, ſhould henceforth. be applied to t 
1 Maintenance of Protefliant Minifters of the eſtabliſhed Church of Eng- 
% land, Io be employed in America; his Majefty referred it to the Lords 
f his Treafury, to confider of fuch an Appropriation ; whereupon it 
«© has been humbly propoſed, by his Grace the Lord Arcbbiſtop of Canter- 
66 hary Prefident, and the Lord Biſhop of London," one of the Vice-Preji- 
* dents of the Society for propagating the Goſpel in foreign Parts; 
ve that the ſaid Lands and Poſſſions, be wefted in the ſaid Society; and 
« that ſo much of the Revenues thereof, as ſhall remain after due Proviſion 
« for licenced and approved 1 in that Iſland, be applied for 
«« or towards the Maintenance of two Biſhops, one to be ſettled in the 
. Iſlands, and the other on the Continent of bis Majefly's Dominions 
ls, America. Abfirat of the Proceedings of the Seciety for 1714, 
2. | | 
wt . eding Extract, from a Narration which is in ſo few Hands 
at this Day, affords ſo much Intelligence, and ſo many uſeful Hints 
relating to the Subject before us, that it is not doubted but the Reader 
will readily excuſe the Length of it, | N 
In one of their Addreſſes to the Queen, were the following 
Words: We cannot but take this 8 farther to repre» 
« ſent to your Majeſty, with the greateſt Humility, the earneſt and 
«© repeated Defires not only of the Miſſionaries, but of divers other 
4 conſiderable Perſons that are in Communion with our excellent 
% Church, to. have a Biſhop ſettled in your American Plantations, 
« which we humbly conceive to be very uſeful and neceſſary for eſta- 
e bliſhing the Goſpel in thoſe Parts, that they may be better united 
YO Ba. * * among 


PR 
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in New Jerſey, for the Reſidence of a Bi 
after duly preparing the Way, obtained an Order 
from the Crown for a Bill “ to be drawn and laid 
before the Parliament, for eſtabliſhing an American 
Epiſcopate: But when the Affair was in a Way of 
being ſpeedily accompliſhed, the Death of that ex- 
cellent Princeſs ſuddenly put a Stop to it. 
The Attempt was renewed with the ſame Spirit, 
in the Beginning of the next Reign, and the Proſ- 
of Succeſs was moſt encouraging 43; but 

it proved abortive. The Reaſons of this Miſcar- 


riage 


« among themſelves than at preſent they are, and more able to with- 
ee ſtand the Deſigns of their Enemies that there may be Confirma- 
« tions, which in their 2 State they cannot have the Beneſit 
«of ; and that an eaſy and ſpeedy Care may be taken of all the other 
« Affairs of the Church, which is much increaſed in thoſe Parts, 
« and to which, through your Majeſty's gracious Protection and 
* Encouragement, we truſt that yet a greater Addition will daily 
« be made. We humbly pray Leave to add, that we are informed 
« the French have received ſeveral great Advantages from their efta- 
« bliſhing a Boop at Quebec,” Dr. Kennet's anmverſary Sermon, 
Anno 1712, Page 29, 
0 40 r — being already ſo many Miniſters ſettled in 

« theſe foreign Parts (by the unwearied Application of the Society, 
« and the great Watchfuineſs of the Biſhop of London over his 

« both before the Society's Inſtitution and fince) as exceed the Num- 
ei ber of thoſe-in many Dioceſes in England ; and the Tract of Land 
« on the Continent where they are plantefl, exclufive of the Iſlands, 
« being larger in Extent by far than both the Provinces of Cant 

« and York put together; it has pleaſed the Divine Povidence to rai 

< in the Heart of her Moſt Excellent Maj ay, a'Zeal for the better 
« Regulation of thoſe Places, in the Eſtabliſhment of Ecclefiaflical 
« Superiprs, who may govern both Prieſts and People, according to 
< the ancient Apgffolical Form, the Model of the EAI Church, the 
* Tnclinations of many of the People, and the beſt Methods of bring 
* ing Souls to Heaven: Accordingly, after the moſt mature Delibe- 
< ration of a Committee appointed for that „ and of the whole 
Society thereupon : A Repreſentation was humbly offered to her 
% Majefty, importing what Number wag expedient to be ſent—where 
| © they were to be fixed—-and what Revenues might be — pro- 
per for their Support: To which her Majeſty was pl to give 
«« a moſt gracious Anſwer, highly ſatisfactory to the E and a 
46 Draught of a Bill was ordered, to be offered to the Parlia · 
« ment, for eſtabliſhing Biſhops e in America.“ 


2 Aract in 171 | 
dee the preceding Note, Page 44 * . 


vegetable Body, as well as their own “. 
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are not naw well knawn in America. -Paſ+ 
en Rehellian, which ſoon broke out, diverted 
oyal 
3 alſo che Clergy, and Members 
grew careleſs them- 
faves and neglected to renew their Application; 
an 
Government to imply, that the Neceſſity of the 
American Church was not fo urgent as had been for- 
merly repreſented. . 
However, the bi. Patrons and Supporters 
of the Church in America, the Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Goſpel, notwithſtanding our own Negli- 


gence and Stupidity ia this Country, with Regard 


to a Matter which ſo nearly concerns us, (for ah 
the Failure of the, geteert Attempts muſt 

- apologize as well as it can) continued to keep Sight 
of the great Object; and they have ever been watch- 
ing for ſeaſonable Opporcunities of exerting them- 
fehves to obtain it. 

In the mean Time, the public Declarations of 
its moſt jlluſtr ious Members, concerning the Pro- 
Priety, Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of ſending Biſhops 
to America, frequently made as Occaſions have been 
ſuitable, have done Honour not only to themſelves, 


but to be Society in general; as we flatter ourleives 


that they expreſs the common Sentiments of that 
And al- 


Sec 


eir Silence may have been conſtrued by the 


thaugh hitherto their Endeavours to procure for us 


an "Epiſcopate have been unſucceſsful, they have 
never deſpaired of ſucceeding in the End; and 


while the Times would admit of nothing farther to 


g gone in Favour of it. a Fund for its future Sup- 
port was raiſed under their Influence and Aufpices— 


EG. N wing en to bot, t Fe Moſt 


in ee the excellent Aa 1 of two great 
alt now living, one preagyes. in 2 7495; the other in 176, 
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diſcouraging Proſpects, that a Deſign“ (to uſe the 
Words of the late Biſhop Benſon on this Subject) 
« ſo neceſſary and unexceptionable, could not but 
« at laſt be put in Execution.“ 


ei i. — * 


* — 
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That the preſent Junclure is apprebended to be favoura- 
ble to the Epiſcopate in Queſtion. 


HE favourable Opportunity which has ſo 

long been waited for, in the Opinion of ma- 

ny wiſe and judicious Perſons in America now pre- 
ſents itſelf—and ſuch, in ſeveral Reſpects, as the 
Circumſtances of the Nation have never, until now, 
afforded. As the Tumults of War have ceaſed, 
and the public Tranquillity is reſtored, without any 
reaſonable Suſpicions of a ſpeedy Interruption—lſo, 
the greateſt Harmony ſubſiſts between our Mother 
Country and moſt of the Colonies, the late Diſ- 
putes having been brought, by the Wiſdom and 
good Temper of the former, to a happy Termina- 
tion—the Plan for an American Epiſcopate has been 
previouſly ſettled, and adjuſted in ſuch a Manner, 
that the religious Privileges of none can be violated 
or endangered by the Execution of it—and, which 
we ſhould ever acknowledge with all Thankfulneſs, 
we are, at this Time, ſo happy as to have a Prince 
on the Throne, from whoſe molt unqueſtionable 
Diſpoſition to promote the general Intereſt of Vir- 
tue and Religion, from whole ſincere Affection for 
the Church, and from whoſe moſt gracious Decla- 
rations on the Subject before us, we cannot poſſi- 
bly doubt of the Royal Approbation and Con- 
currence—while a wiſe _ virtuous Miniſtry can- 
not 
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not fail of being ready, to afford to fo good a 
Cauſe, all needful Aſſiſtance. Theſe are the Advan- 
rages, which now happily concur to favonr the 
American Church, and which peculiarly mark the 
preſent Period, Ch 
It ought to be farther conſidered, that the Ar> 
guments for ſending Biſhops to America, dere ne- 
ver ſo urgent and forcible as they are at preſent. 
When ſuch Progreſs was made towards obtaining 
for this Country an Epiſcopate, in the former Part 
of this Century, the Number of American Clergy 
and Profeſſors of the Church, although judged then 
to be greater than in many Dioceſes in England *; 
was ſmall and inconſiderable, in Compariſon with 
the Amount of their preſent Number. The amaz - 
ing natural Increaſe of the Coloniſts, and the vaſt 
Acceſſion of Europeans to the Britiſh America, have; 
in the Compaſs of Fifty or Sixty Years, ſo enlarged 
the Number of its Inhabitants, and proportionably 
of the Members of the Church, that perhaps it is 
not inferior now, to the Number of Inhabicants in 
all the Dioceſes in the Province of York, exclufive 
of Diffenters. e e 
Should it be ſaid, that / the Church of England 
in America contains now near @ Million of Mem- 
bers, the Aſſertion might be juſtified. It is not 
aeſy to aſcertain the Number exactly, in a Country 
fo widely extended and unequally peopled ; but 
from general Calculations it has been frequently 
faid of late Years, that the proper Subjects of the 
Britiſh Crown in America amount to Three Millions. 
This has been ſaid even in the Parliament of Great- 
Britain, if our Information may be truſted—it has 
been repeatedly ſaid in this Country, by ſome of 
our moſt ſenſible Writers. Strangers may be aſto- 
wink 5 | 2 N niſhed 
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niſhed at ſo large an Account, but to others it is 
not incredible. wo 
An actual Survey“ of the Number of Inhabi- 
tants in 1762, with a Diſtribution of them into 
Claſſes, according to their religious Profeſſions, is 
500 to have been carefully made; and it was then 
ound, that, not including the new Colonies ceded 
by the laſt general Treaty of Peace, they amounted 
to between Two and Three Millions, in the Colo- 
nies and Iſlands, Of the bites, the Profeſſors of 
the Church were about a third Part—the Preſbyte: 
rians, Independents and Anabaprtiſts were not ſa 
many—the Germans, Papiſts, and other Denoming -; 
tions, amounted to more. 

Let this Repreſentation be carefully conſidered, 
and it will appear in a very evident and ſtrikin 
Light, that the Wants of the American Church, 
as it has been deſtitute of Biſhops, muſt have na- 
turally increaſed, and can amount now to little leſs 
than an abſalute Neceſſity. In theſe Circumſtances, 

ould ſuch a Number of Chriſtians, even under a 
Pagan Government, unleſs in a State of open Per- 
ſecution, provided they had always proved them- 
ſelves loyal and faithful Subjects, apply in vain for 
a Favour, fo needful for themſelves, and ſo harm- 
leſs to others? How much leſs Reaſon then can 
the Church in America have to fear a Refuſal in 
the preſent Caſe, nor only from a Chriſtian Na- 
tion, famed for its prudent Indulgence to all reli- 
gious Denominations in general-—but from a Na- 
ion, which is moreover diſpoſed to befriend it, 
rom r Regions "hath - of Affection and 
| Policy N 

This Argument taken from the Number of thoſe 
who, belong to the Church of England in America, 
will receive great additional Force, from a Conſi- 

8 H 2 deration 

7 Communicated by a Gentleman of undoubted Veracity. 
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deration of the State of the Blacks in our Iſlands and 
Colonies; who were found, in the above-mention- 


ed Survey, to be about Eight Hundred and Forty- 


four Thouſand, Although many of theſe, it is to 


be feared, through the Neglect of their Maſters, 


are not Chriſtians at all; yet, as they are conncct- 
ed with, and under the immediate Government of, 
Perſons who profeſs Chriſtianity, they may be 
ſaid, in an imperfect Senſe, to belong to the re- 
ſpective religious Claſſes of their Owners. How- 
ever, their Situation is undoubtedly ſuch, that in 
Proportion as a Senſe of Religion prevails in their 
Maſters, they will receive Benefit. Now as theſe 
are known chiefly to belong to the Profeſſors of the 
Church, if an Epiſcopate will naturally tend to 
improve the State of Religion in the Church of 
England, it muſt conſequently, (to ſay nothing of a 
particular Care which will probably be extended to 
them, when Biſhops ſhall be ſettled) have a general 
good Effect upon more than half a Million of poor 


Creatures, Sharers with us of the ſame common 


Nature—ſent into the, World as Probationers and 
Candidates for the ſame glorious Immortality 

whom Chriſt, equally purchaſed by his precious 
Blood-ſhedding—who notwithſtanding, as they are 
bred up in Ignorance and Darkneſs, are ſuffered, to 
the eternal Diſgrace of their Owners, to walk on 
„in the Shadow of Death,“ without a Ray of ra- 
tional religious Hope to chear them. 

This Conſideration muſt make a deep Impreſſion 
upon the Minds of all ſerious Chriſtians, and lead 
them to encourage and help forward every Work, 
which has any probable Appearance of promoting 
the Spiritual Intereſts, of ſo many of theſe wretched 


Outcaſts of Humanity. If it is the Duty of Chriſ- 


tians to communicate “ the glad Tidings of Salva- 
tion“ to Heathens in general; it is a Duty more 
| | | peculiarly 


© 
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peculiarly incumbent upon us, to extend the Goſ- 
pel to ſuch of them as are under our immediate Go- 
vernment and Inſpection, and who wear out, under 
the hard Yoke of Bondage, their Strength and very 
Lives in our Service. | | 
Another Argument for granting an American E- 
piſcopate, ariſes from the Obligations of Gratitude z 
a national Senſe of which, it is humbly conceived, 
ought, at this Time, to have a peculiar Efficacy in 
Favour of Religion in the American Plantations. By 
a ſignal Interpoſition of Divine Providence, the 


Britiſh Arms in America have triumphed over all 


that oppoſe them, our Colonies have been prodigi- 
ouſly extended, and our new Acquiſitions, together 
with our old Settlements, have been ſecured, not 
only by Treaty, but by a total Annihilation of that 
Power on this Continent, whereby. our former Safe- 
ty was chiefly endangered, 
Every wiſe Nation ſees and acknowledges the 


Hand of God in the Production of ſuch Events; 


and every religious Nation will endeavour to make 
ſome ſuitable Returns to him for ſuch extraordi- 
nary Favours, And what Returns are proper to 
be made in ſuch Caſes, one Moment's ſerious Re- 
flection will clearly diſcover. The Circumſtances 
of Things evidently point out two Duties to our 
Governors, on this Occafion, both of chem impor- 
tant in themſelves, and of indiſpenſible Obligation: 


One is, the farther Security and Support of the true 


Religion in America, in thoſe Places where it al. 
ready is; and the other, the Propagation of it in 
thoſe Places, to which it has not hitherto been ex- 
tended, | 

As America is the Region, wherein the Divine 


Goodneſs has been more remarkably diſplayed, in 


Favour of the Britiſb Nation; fo America is evi- 
dently the very Groun which ſome ſuitable 
. Monument 


— 
— * 
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Monument of religious Gratitude ought to be 
erected. This ſhould be of ſuch a Nature as to 


* be viſible to the World, and, that the Honour of 


the Supreme Ruler of Events may be thereby im- 
mediately promoted. Now as the Honour of God 
is moſt directly promoted by public Wonſhip—as 


that Worſhip muſt be maſt acceptable to him, 


wherein the Praiſes and Adorations of his Creatures 
are regularly offered him, in the ſolemn Offices of 
the pureſt and beſt Religion—and as the national 
Religion muſt be ſuppoſed beſt to anſwer theſe Cha- 
. in the national Opinion; it neceſſarily fol- 


lovs, that the State of the national Religion here has 


A Right, on this Occaſion, to the peculiar Atten- 
tion and Conſideration of thoſe, who are entruſted 
with the Direction of our public Affairs. 

What then does the preſent State of this Reli- 


gion in America require to be done? What is pofible 


to be done for its Benefit and Advantage? Theſe 
are the Queſtions that muſt naturally ariſe. And 
every one that profeſſes it, every Witneſs of its ſuf- 


fering Condition is able to anſwer:— The Church 
of England in America, is periſhing for Want of 


common Neceſſaries. She has long been imploring 
elief, under ſuch Diſeaſes as muſt prove fatal to 


her, if much longer neglected. She therefore earn- 


eſtly requeſts, and ſhe by requeſts, that proper 
Remedies may be provided for her preſent Sufferings. 


And ſhe leaves it, with all due Submiſſion to the 


Wiſdom of her Superiors, whether any Thing far- 


ther is proper to be done, to ſtrengthen and im- 
prove. her Intereſts, She wiſhes for nothing, which 


mall be thought inconſiſtent with the Rights and 
Safety of others. She aſls nothing, hut what has 


been granted to others, without any ill Conſe- 


| quences ; and ſhe relies on the common Affection 
Wa Juſtice of the Nation, to raiſe her to this Equa- 
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lity. And, whether there be any Thing ig 
tuous or unreaſonable in theſe Expectations, 


Heaven and Earth judge 


SECTION VII. 


The Caſe of the American Heathens particularly con- 
dered, and ſhewh to require an Epiſcopate. 


UT beſides taking proper Care of the true 
Religion where it 1 is, the Providence 
ot God calls loudly upon the Nation, to profecute 
ſuch Meafures as may be moſt effectual, for the 
Propagation of it amongſt thoſe Nations on our 
Borders, which ſtill fit © in Darkneſs and the Sha- 
% dow of Death”—or, at the very leaſt, to afford 
thoſe who are engaged in, or defirous to undertake; 
the Propagation of it, all due Encouragement. 


And in this View, an American Epiſcopate will be | 


found to be neceflary. 
Nothing can be plainer, even from the common 
Principles of Humanity and Benevolence, if we 
have no Regard to the ſacred Injunctions of our 
holy Religion, than that it is the Duty of thoſe 
whom *© the Day ſpring from on high hath viſited,” 
to communicate this Light ro others, and as they 
have Opportunity, to give the Knowledge of Sal 
« vation” to thoſe that are without it, “for the 
1 Remiffion of their Sins.” —This is the indiſpen- 
ſible Duty of every private Chriſtian, and it is a 
Duty ſtill more ſtrongly incumbent upon every 
Chriſtian Nation; as the Means of ſuch a Com- 
munication are more in the Power of a Nation, 
than of private Chriſtians, 
The Cramion and Circumſtances of ſome Na- 
tions are more favourable than thoſe of others, tor 
Attempts 


% 
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Attempts of this Nature. The faireſt Opportuni- 

ties are commonly in the Hands of trading Nations, 

like ours ; to which Commerce opens a free Inter- 

courſe with the unenlighteged Parts of the Earth 

and, when condutted fairly and properly, it is at- 

tended with ſuch ſenſible preſent Advantages, that 

farther Propoſals for their ſpiritual Benefit, will 

probat'y be received, with leſs Prejudice, as coming 

| rom the Hands of their Benefaftors.  _ © 

5 When the Engliſb Nation firſt propoſed to eſta- 

bliſh Settlements in America, the Propagation of the 

K Goſpel among the native Inhabitants was always 

| menticned as a principal Part of the Plan. Queen 
1 Elizabeth, in whoſe Reign theſe Settlements were 

3 projected, conſidered the Opportunity they would 

KY - furniſh for the Advancement of Chriſtianity, as a 

ſtrong Motive for carrying the general Scheme into 

Execution. The firſt Letters Patent granted 

by her Succeſſor, to eſtabliſh a Company for im- 

proving the Trade and Plantations in Virginia, 

April 10th, 1606, expreſsly enjoined the Propapa- 

tion of the Chriſtian Faith, as the End principally 

intended. Another Patent in the ſame Year, granting 

two Colonies to Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Sum- 

mers, Knights; Richard Hackluit, Clerk, Preben- 

dary of Weſtminſter, "hich it to the Furtherance 


X of ſo noble a Work, which may, by the Providence 
of Almighty God, hereyfter tend to the Glory of 

his Divine Majeſty, in propagating the Chriſtian 
Religion to ſuch People as yet live in Darkneſs, and 
miſerable Ignorance of the true Knowledge and- 

Worſhip of God “.“ 

How this original Plan came to be altered, and 

Wa ſo important a Part of it as the Converſion of the 
American Heathens, to be afterwards omitted, would 
require more Time to explain, than the intended 

. | Brevity 

Dr. Kennet's anniverſary Sermon, Page 31, Note (5). 
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Brevity of this Publication will admit of. That it 
has been alrogether laid alide as a national Deſign, 
is. too evident to be diſputed. And yet as the Na- 
tion has not rejected the Chriſtian Religion, but 
profeſſes to be governed by it, and to eſteem the 
Light of the Goſpel as an invaluable Bleſſing, may 
it not be hoped that they may ſtill be perſuaded to 
reſume the Plan? Are there no Sparks of Chriſtian 
Compaſſion remaining, to warm the Breaſts of our 
national Rulers, in Favour of innumerable Tribes 
of our Fellow-Creatures, originally made of one 
„ Blood” with us—with whom we are farther con- 
nected by Poſition and political Ties—and who are 
ſtill «+ Scrangers from the Covenants of Promiſe, 
<« having no Hope, and without God in the World?” 
May it not be reaſonably expected, that ſome ge- 
nerous Efforts will be made, to furniſh them with 
the Means .of rational and eternal Happineſs, of 
which moſt of them continue to be entirely deſti- 
tute ? Eſpecially, may it not be expected, under 
the peculiar Advantages which the preſent Seaſon 
aftords ? | | » 64 3h 
The Providence of God, as has been obſerved, 
points out this general Duty, by the late Events, 
more plainly and expreſsly than ever. We never 
had, until this Time, ſo favourable an Opportu- 
nity for carrying forward this bleſſed Work, We 
never had it ſo. much in our Power; and our Ob- 
ligations of Gratitude were never ſo ſtrong. A ne- 
ceſſary Dependance of the Natives upon us, is now, 
eſtabliſhed ; as they can have Recourle to no other 
European Nation, without the utmoſt Difficulty, -_ 
for the Supply of their Neceſſities. The Britiſh 
Standard is now erected in the Heart of their 
Country; and a friendly Communication is opened 
with many Tribes and Nations, whoſe Names were 
unknown to us until very lately. The Influence of 
, ; I Jeſuiia 
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Feſails and French Miſſionaries ceaſes to operate in 
thoſe Regions, where formerly every Attempt made 
by a Proteſtant Nation to propagate the Goſpel, 
was ſure of being counteracted as effectually as poſ- 
fible. In a Word, their Situation is now ſuch, that 
no Opportunity or Chance remains for their ever 
hearing ſo much as he Name of Chriſt, if they do- 
not hear it from us. 

What Influence theſe Conſiderations: may have: 
upon Politicians, one who is no Politician. will not 
undertake to determine. But certainly they. muſt 
deeply affect the Minds of all ferious Chriſtians, 
and, one would think, of rational and conſiſtent 
Deiſts, who profeſs a Regard for natural Religion 
— the great Doctrines and Duties of which, are 
generally corrupted and violated by the American. 
Heathens, and will be moſt effectually reſtored and 

 feeured by the Propagation of the Goſpel. 

After all, it may deſerve to be conſidered, Whe- 

tber, on the Principles of meer. worldly Policy, 
ſome Pains and Expence prudently beſtowed to- 
wards the Converſion of theſe Savages, would not 
| turn to our Account! The nearer they are brought, 
nn their Principles and Morals, to the Chriſtian 
Syſtem, the more they will reſemble Chriſtians in 


1 their Way of Life. The Principles of the Goſpel, 
. and the Manners of Savages, cannot conſiſt: with. 
I. each other, for any conſiderable Time. The more 


they improve in Civil Life, the more uſeful they 
will be to us in the Way of Commerce and the 
leſs we ſhall have to fear from their barbarous 
| Cruelties on any Occaſion. Nor ſhould: it be 
| forgotten, that every ſingle Indian, whom we 
- -- e make a'Chriſtian, we make a Frieud and Ally, 
| « at Ne ſame Time“ 
1 But while the Prop ebe celle amongſt 
the n Heathens boen altogether * 


i 
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ed, as a national Concern, many vrivite Perſons, 


whoſe eminent Abilities have been an Honour to 
the Nation—whoſe univerſal Benevolence has been 


as conſpicuous as their Abilities—and whoſe Acti- 
vity has been equal to their Benevolence—have not 


neglected to exert themſelves, in Behalf of the ge- 


neral Intereſts of Chriſtianity. Can any Zng/ybman, 


even at this Day, hear the Name of Boyle mention- 


ed; withour a very ſenſible Emotion of Pleaſure ? 
This truly bonourable and illuſtrious Perſon, amidſt 
his unwearied Application for the Improvement of 
religious and uſeful Knowledge at Home, found 


mae Time and large Sums to beſtow, for the Pro- 


Pagation of Chriſtian Knowledge, in different re- 
mote Parts of the Earth, and particularly amongſt 
the Natives of America, 

The Society for the Propagation of the Goſpel, al- 
though they had been abuſed in this Country by 
many petulant Tongues, and ſome petulant Pens, 
on Account of their pretended Neglect of the Hea- 
thens, whoſe Converſion was by no Means their 
Primary and original Object, (for if we read the 
Hiſtory of their Riſe, or examine their Charter, 
which recites a particular Caſe only, and makes 
Proviſion for it, and may judge from thence, e 
ſhall find it as evident as Language can make it, 
that the Support and Propagation of the Goſpel 
amongſt our own People in America, was the im- 
mediate and principal Deſign of their Incorpora- 
_ tion;) 1 ſay, this worthy Society, have moſt aſſi- 
ducuſly and vigorouſly attempted, fo far as their 
more immediate Duty would admit of it, the Con- 

ſion of the Indians in the 8 of our 
Settlements. 0 

It may ſeem ſtrange, to to ſuch as judge of their 
Deli by RY * Title, and are acquaint- 

2 ed 
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ed with the large Sums they have annually ex- 
pended in America for the Propagation of the 
Goſpel, that their Progr in the Converſion of 
Heathens has been ſo ſmall. But when it comes 
to be confidered, that their Benefactors have en- 
truſted them with their Donations, chiefly for other 
Purpoſes—and, that their Funds have never been 
| ſufficient, to anſwer the Occaſions that have ariſen 
in their more immediate Department—it is rather 
to be wondered, that they have been able to make 
any Attempts at all of this Nature, than that they 
have done ſo little. And yet they have always em- 
ployed ſome Perſons in this Service; and J believe 
it may be truly ſaid, that they have never neglected 
any fair Opening to introduce the Goſpel amongſt 
the American Heathens, eſpecially if proper — 
| — N ſons 


It has been given out, fram Year to Year, by the Publiſhers of 
the Court Kalendar, that the annual Expence of this Society is about 
One Thouſand Five Hundred Pounds. It is * that ſo groſs 
a Miſtake ſbould be onge made—more fo, that it ſhould continue to 
be ſo often repeated—and moſt of all, that it ſhould be adopted by 
ſome Writers, from whoſe Acturacy better Things might be expected 
—eſpecially, as the Society never fails to publiſh yearly an exact Ac- 
count of their Expences, and even to expreſs the Particulars, This 
Miſrepreſertation may poſſibly have been owing to no unfriendly In- 
tention ; but yet, as it may be ſuppofed to circulate widely, it muſt 
naturally have a bad Effect upon x Ga Society, by preventing Beneſac- 
tions. For ſome who beſtow Nothing, on the Suppoſition that the 
Society's annual Expence is but One Thoufand Five Hundred Pounds, 
would, in all Probability, give liberally, if they knew it amounted to 
near Five Thouſand Pounds, which is really the Caſe. 

The Society were incorporated in 1701. In Ten Years Time their 
Expences aroſe to One Thouſand Eight Hundred and Porty-ſix 
Pounds, Ten Shillings, and One Penny per Annum; a Sum conſi- 
derably larger than the above-mentioned Compilers have aſſigned, 
even for the preſent Year. Their Expences have been gradually in- 
creaſing, from their firit Inſtitution to the preſent Time, In 1940 
their Expences was Three Thouſand Four Hundred and Farty Pounds ; 
and in 1765 they expended Four Thouſand Seven Hundred and Eighty 
Pounds, Five Shillings, and Three Pence—of which Sum Four Thou- 
ſand One Hundred and Forty-four Pounds, Five Shillings, and Thr 
Pence, was aid in Salaries to Miſſionaries, Catechifts, &+c; und the 
Remainder was laid out in Booke, Gratuities to Miſlicnaries, and in 
defraying other incidental Charges, x | 
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ſons could be found, to engage in ſuch a Miſſion. 
But they can force none into this Service, which 
heretofore has been, and perhaps ever will be, at- 
tended with great Danger, as well as Fatigue: 
They can only offer ſuch Salaries and Rewards by 
Way of Inducement, as they have Abilities to offer. 
However, they have not been altogether unſucceſſ- 
ful in their Attempts. Several Hundreds, by 
Means of the Society, have been converted from 
Heatheniſm to the Chriſtian Faith, among whom 
ſome. have been Ornaments to their new Profeſſion, 
and an inſtructive Example to thoſe who have had 
better Advantages. . Yet ſtill it muſt be confeſſed, 
that the Succeſs has not been proportionable to the 
Pains that have been taken; and from the 
Trials that have been made, as well as from other 
Evidence, it appears, that there muſt be ſome mote 
effectual Way for the Converſion of Savages, than 
has been yet taken. | iin 
As it was always known, that the living like 
Chriſtians with Reſpect to Religion, and like Sa- 
vages with Reſpect to civil Life, could not be re- 
conciled in the ſame Perſons; it was hoped *thar 
the Converſion of Indians to the Chriſtian Religion, 
would naturally introduce amongſt them Civility of 
Manners—and this was reckoned among the Ad- 
 wantages to be expected from converting them. 
But it ſeems now to be generally agreed, that what 
was propoſed .as a Conſequence, ought to be conſidered 
as a neceſſary Means, of ſpreading the Goſpel amongſt 
- ſavage Nations. 8 
The Religion of the Goſpel was intended for 
Men and reaſonable Creatures, and not for Brutes, 
although in the Shape of Men. Until theſe 
Wretches therefore ate, in ſome Degree, humaniz- 
ed. there can be but little Proſpect of making them 
Chriſtians, to any laſting and valuable Purpoſe.. 
| | ns 
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The Society, for a long Time, feem to have been 
growing ſenſible of this; but as another Method 
had been undertaken, it way eee m_ a full 
Trial ſhould be made of it. 
- The venerable Dr. Bray, obs has Hot i y 
been ſtiled be Father of the Society, and than whom, 
no Man evet more carefully. confidered Subjects of 


this Nature, and but few have had better Oppor- 
Ttunities of informing themſelves, was latterly of 


this Opinion. In his Memorial relating to the Con- 
wetfion of the American Indians, addreſſed to the 
then Commiſſaries of Maryland, and the reſt of the 
Clergy, he has the following Paragraph. 
Lou muſt earneſtly endeavour to bring them 
off from a wandering and idle Life, to a ſettled 
and induſtrious Way of living; it being impoſ- 
+. ſible to conceive how any religious Impreſſions 
% and Inftruftions ſhould be given them to any 
«© Purpoſe, or remain upon them in their ander- 
ing State. Nor was it ever known in Fact, that 
«© Chriſtianity did thrive among a rude and barba- 
t rous People, continuing in an unſettled and fa- 
«© vage Way of living, as in the Nature of the 


8 Thing it is impoſſible that it ſhould. And it 


is very remarkable, that as our Bleſſed Maſter 
« came into the World when it had become moſt 
« cvilized; and where it was ſo, in a few Ages, 
„ Chriſtianity overſpread the civilized Part of it: 
So upon the Inundation bf wild and bartarous 
Nations into the Roman Empire, true Chriſtia- 
«* niry*did ſenſibly decline; and Satan, by his De- 
<< puty or Vicegerent Auli. Cbrid, regained his Do- 
* minion over the greateſt Part ot Chriſtendom, 
«6 both 1 in the Earn and Weſtern Parts of the Em- 
« pire,” 
85 Stebbinz, a perſon of diſtinguiſhed Abilities 
and Pegettation, and a Member of the Society, 2 
299 | 43 ig 
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his. anniverſary Sermon, delivers the ſame Scuti- 
ments. Ot a general Converſion of the native 


« Indians, (ſays he) 1 ſee no great Likelihood as 
* preſent. If this is to be done by human Means, 
e there muſt. be the neceſſary Preparations for hu- 
4 man Means to operate. They muſt be poliſnad 
*. into good 
<<] Intercourſe: between us—we mult being them to 
* ſome good Liking of our Laws and C uſtoms 
All this is zeceſſary, where the Power of Miracles 
<«. is wanting; and when, and whether. ever, it will 
« :be.done, God only knows. One of the grand 
Obſtacles the Doctor complained of, is now-happily 
remqved; the others will always continue, until w 
heartily engage in the Removal of them. I might- 
avail myſelf of the Names of more illuſtrious: Per- 
ſons now living; but farther Authorities are need 
leſs in ſo plain a Caſe... way =” > 4244 S967 
It e then become a ſettled Point, that the 
moſt proper Way for converting Savages is pre- 
viouſly to inſtruct them in the Arts and Manners 


of civil Life, the Society have been, for a conſicder- 


able Tinte, carefully employed ini collecting fuch 
Information. and Intelligence, relating to- this Sub- 
je&, as may enable them to forma proper Plan fon 
civilizing the Natives of Aucrica, in order to their 
becoming Chriſtians—in which great and god 
Work, they cannot doubt of meeting with ab 


needful Encouragement. For this Purpoſe many. 


Perſons. in. Amerira have been particularly conſul. : 


ed; both Miſſionaries and others.; and the Reſum 


already is, that they have come to a general Deter- 
mination to erecb Schools, for teaching the ada 


Children the Elements of Agriculture, and che mot 


neceſſary mechanic Arts, together with civilized 
A ee, 7 BIR. OI, ig 
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the Chriſtian Religion . They have entered into 
Reſolutions for carrying into Execution a 'Schemg 
of this Nature, as ſoon as proper Places can be 
fixed on for the Erection of ſuch Schools, and pro- 
per Perſons be found to engage in the Service 
truſting in that good Providence to aſſiſt them in 
this Undertaking, which has ſo wonderfully ſup- 
| 9 in the er- cn 'of; 77 original: | 

_ 


© ST 


But here a Number of Difficulties acif to retard 
their / Progreſs. . A. Variety of Plans and Propoſals | 
have been tranſmitted from this Country. The 
Perſons ho have been:conſulted, have their par- 
tieular Prejudices and Attachments. The Things 
and Places which one repreſents as expedient, are 
condemned by another. And this muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity happen, where ſo many Perſons uncon- 
nected together, and without Opportunities of con- 
ſulting one another, are called upon to give their 
Opinion of a Caſe, like this, whereof moſt of 
them muſt be ee to have but a partial Know- 
ledge... a) 0 0 
10 balance wh adjuſt fo 5 different Opi- 
niĩoas and Repreſentations, muſt be the Work of 
much Time and Care, and will of Courſe greatlx 
retard the Execution ot the general Plan. For one 
falſe Step taken at the Beginning, may in Time 
produce Conſequences that are pernicious and fatal. 
But theſe Difficulties. would vaniſh in a great Mea- 
ſure, under an American Epiſcopate. Suitable Places 
| forthe Erection of Iudian Schools, might be ſpeedily 
aſcertained proper Perſons to be entruſted with che 
immediate Care ef them, might be found out and 


re Wha x es ren che gene- 
ö ral 


* A * on much the ſme Plan — been eſtabliſhed for —4 ; 
Ver in Conne#icut, under the Direction of the A Mr. Wheelock ; 


and its Beginnings aro not vapromiling, 
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ral Direction and Superintendency of à Biſhop re- 
Hiding near them, would not only give Spirit to the 
Work, but would moreover be neceſſary to mite io 
many Perſons, in different Parts of the Country, 
who are independent of each other, and to make 
them regular and uniform in their Endeavours to 
ote the ſame general Deſign. | 

In'a Syſtem of this Kind, where a Number of 
Powers and Movements ate to be em ployed to one 
common Porpole, a regular and confiſhent Direc- 
tion of them is as requiſite, as of the different me- 
chanical Powers, in a Wateh or a Clock. And 
the nearer the ſuperintending Influence is, the bet-. 
ter; for when it is preſent, if Irregularies ariſe, 
they are ſoon corrected, and are never ſuffered lo 
to continue, In other Caſes, where a Number 
Perſons are employed in one general Work, a com- 
mon uniform DireQion' is allowed to be neceſſary 3 
and why this' particular Caſe ſhould be an Excep+ 
tion, will not be eaſy to ſhew. 

The Neceſſity of one common Direction in the 
Caſe before us, will probably be granted; but per- 
haps ſome may think it may as well be carried on 
without an Epiſcopate. This is a Point which de- 
ſerves ſome Examination, Although the general 
Direction of ſuch a Work muſt belong to rhe Society 
at Home, ſo long as it is carried on at the Expence 
of the Society; yet it will be highly requiſite that 
a Superintendent in this Country ſhould b overſee the 
Whole, with a Power to regulate the Behaviour of 
all that are immediately employed in it, to hear 
Complaints, ta redreſs Grievances, and to correct 
Abuſes; to whom Aer een may eaſiy de made 
on all Emergencies. | 

- Now the Queſtion is, Whether a Biſho wala 
not be a more proper Perſon to be entruſted with 
this Superintendeney, than any other? And if we 

K - +» conlider 
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conſider that the great End in View, is the Ad- 
vancement and Propagation of the Chriſtian Reli- 

ion — and that many Clergymen as well as others 
muſt be employed in the Service, there muſt evi · 
dently appear to be a peculiar Propriety in carrying 
on this Work, under the Direction of a Biſhop: 

Who can be ſo proper to conduct a Plan for the 
Propagation of the Goſpel, as one of that Order, 
to whom the Charge ot the Goſpel was principally 
committed, and to whom a Bleſſing was expreſsly 
promiſed, in their Endeavours to promote it? Who 
ſo proper to govern Clergymen, as thoſe to whom 
the Government of them, together with that of the 
whole Church, was particularly entruſted by its 
Divine Founder ? | 
If ſome of the Ends of this Superintendency might 
as well be anſwered, by putting it into Lay-Hands, 
yet others manifeſtly cannot. There muſt be fre- 
quent Occaſions for the Exerciſe of thoſe ſpiritual 
Powers, which are peculiar to the Epiſcopal Office; 
and it will be of great Conſequence to the Succeſs 
of the Work, whether Recourſe may be had to a 
Biſhop in ſuch Caſes eaſily and ſpeedily, or whether 
the Application muſt be made to one, at ae Dis- 
tance of more chan a Thouſand Leagues. 

It ſhould. alſo be conſidered, that doch a Seation 
muſt neceſſarily require ſome Perſon of eminent 
Abilities and Influence, to fill ic properly. And 
although many ſuch, at this Time, are to be found 
among{t the Laity ; yet, where ſhall we find one 
thus qualified, who is not too deeply engaged in 
Affairs of another Nature, to devote himſelf to this 
in ſuch a Degree ag will be neceſſary? If ſuch a one 
ſhould be ſent from Home for this Purpoſe, he 
muſt be ſupported agreeably to his Rank and Cha- 
after, the Expence of which be Society can by no 
eans W Whergas if 1 were a Biſhop in 

| America, 
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America, this would be conſidered as Part of his 
Office ; which he would therefore freely execute, 
without any Addition to the neceſſary Charges. 
Thoſe Perſons in this Country, who may be thought 
belt qualified for ſuch a Truſt, I believe, are fully 
employed in other Matters already, and cannot be 
expected to relinquiſh them and engage in this, 
without a handſome Support. 

Sir William Johnſon, who, by his long Expe- 
rience in, and careful Attention to, [adian Affairs, 
is probably beſt qualified for this Direction, and is 

- undoubtedly the beſt Judge of theſe Matters in 
America, has, on this Occaſion, been particularly 
conſulted by ihe Society, whereof he is a Member, 
and by ſome in this Country, His Opinion of 
the Matter, which muſt always carry the greateſt 
Weight, is, that an American Epiſcopate will greatly 
facilitate-the Converſion of the Indians, upon any 
Plan that ſhall be followed. He declares his Rea- 
dineſs to aſſiſt and co-operate with a Biſhop in ſo 
good a Work, but ſays nothing of undertaking ir: 
as Principal, as the political Superintendency of 
Indian Affairs, with which he is inveſted by the 
Government, already affords him ſufficient Em- 
ployment, | 
What then remains to be done? Shall he Socrety, 
at an Expence which will in a great Meaſure diſable 
them from purſuing their Plan, be obliged to ſup- 

t a Lay Superintendent, who, at the ſame Time, 
will be unable to anſwer all the Purpoſes of ſuch 
an Office? Or, will an Opportunity be granted 
them, of putting the Management of this impor- 
tant Affair into the Hands of an American Biſlhop— 
who can more properly and effectually execute the 
Office, and without any additional Expence ? If a 
Chriſtian Nation does not think fit to undertake 
this Work immediately, a Work which will proba- 
. | K 2 bly 


\ 
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bly be attended with many political Advantages ; 
yet ſurely it cannot refuſe to give all due Counte- 
nance and needful Encouragement, to ſuch benevo- 
lent Chriſtians and worthy Patriots, as are willing 


and deſirous to undertake it—eſpecially when this 
ean be done without burdening the Public, 
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SECTION VIII. 


Fhe Plan on, which alone American Biſhops Bube een 
requeſted,” fairly ſtated, with Expoſtulations on the 
Reafonableneſs thereof. 


T HE Deſign of what has been offered in the 

foregoing Section, is to ſhew— That the Pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel amongſt thoſe who are 
Strangers to it, is a Duty incumbent upon every 
Chriſtian Nation, as they have Opportunity :— 
That the Engiiþ Nation in particular has, at this 
Time, a much better Opportunity, for converting 
to the Chriſtian Faith the Heathen Nations on the 
Borders of our Settlements, than has heretofore 
offered, while the Obligations of Gratitude to per- 
form this Duty are ſtronger, and the Providence 
of God points it out more plainly, than ever — 
That the commercial and political Advantages to 
be expected from ſuch a Gor nverſion, if it can be 
effected, are a ſtrong Argument for 2 it, 
on the mere Principles of worldly Policy: 
the true Method to be taken for the Converſion of 

Savages, is previouſly to teach them the Arts and 
Manners. ef civil Life, in order to which, proper 
Schools in different Parts of the Country are ne- 
ceſſary: That the Society for the Propagation of the 
Goſpel, not waiting to fee what the Nation will at- 
tempt, have, on theſe Principles, formed a you: 


* 
, 


* 
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ral Plan for the Erection of Idian Schools, with a 
Deſign to put it in Execution, as ſoon, and as ex- 
tenſively, as poſſible :—And that in order thereto, 
it is reaſonable to think, that an American Epiſco- 
pate will be moſt eminently ufeful, and indeed that 
the Work cannot be properly conducted without it. 
From theſe Conſiderations it evidently follows, that 
every Friend, not only to the Church of Exgland, 
but to Chriſtianity in general, ought moſt earneſt- 
ly to deſire the Settlement of Biſhops in America, 
on this Account, and to uſe his Influence for ob- 

raining it. 
The Reaſons which have been offered in Favour 
of an American Epiſcopate, appear to us to be of 
that real Weight and Importance as to deſerve, and 
we humbly hope that they will obtain, the Atren- 
tion of our Superiors ; and if they are duly confider- 
ed, we are unable to conceive that they can fail of 
producing the defired Effect, under ſo mild and 

al a Syſtem of Government. 

The Principles of Liberty, Juſtice and Benevo- 
lence, are the main Pillars that ſupport the fair 
Fabrick of the Britiþ Conſtitution. It is the 
Glory of Britiſb Subjects, that they enjoy as much 
Happineſs and Freedom as is conſiſtent with Ga- 
vernment, and infinitely more than is conſiſtent 
with the Want of Government —and that their Li- 
berties are ſecured by Laws that have been made 
by, and cannot be ſuſpended or repealed without . 
the Conſent of, thoſe whom they have choſen to 
repreſent them. No undue Superiority over fome 
can legally be claimed by others; and for every 
Act of Injuſtice or Oppreſſion, a ſure Remedy is 
provided. Proviſion has been carefully made, 
all may have the full Enjoyment both of civil 
religious Liberty; and fo free and equitable an 
Execution of the Powers of Government is eſta- 
| * blilked, 
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7 
bwl, that no Body of Subjects, not an Indivi- 
dual, can juſtly complain of any Suffering or Griev- 
ance, without Confidence of Redreſs. Such is 
the happy Tendency of our Conſtitution, and we 
_ truſt that our preſent Rulers have a Diſpoſition to 
act, in all Caſes, agreeably to the Genius and Spi- 
Tit of it. 
Will not then the Complaints of near a Million 
of Britiſh Subjects in America, of  unimpeached 
Loyalty and Fidelity, who are ſuffering under the 
moſt unprecedented Hardſhips with Regard to their 
eligion, an Intereſt dearer than Property and more 
invafuable than civil Liberty, be regarded, and 
ocure the Redreſs of ſo intolerable a Grievance? 
hen an impartial Tenderneſs and Care for the re- 
ligious Rights of all, is the profeſſed Principle of 
the Adminiſtration, as well as of our Legiſlature, 
is it not abſurd, and injurious, and ungrateful, to 
entertain any Suſpicions, that ſo large a Number of 
Subjects will be treated with a cruel Partiality ?— 
of ſuch Subjects eſpecially, as have ever been 
dutiful and faithful, and who ſtand in a peculiar 
Connection with, and Relation to, the national Bo- 
dy? Can it be imagined that ſo groſs a Partiality 
againſt the national Religion, nmy ever be juſtly 
imputed to the Bri#i Nation, as no other Nation 
upon Earth was ever guilty of? For no Nation 
ac has ever treated their Gods, which are no Gods,” 
in ſuch a Manner, as this Imputation would charge 
Chriſtian and Proteſtant. Nation with treating the 
great Sovereign of the World. 

As therefore we cannot but hope that the Voice 
of ſo many Petitioners - will be heard, and that fo 
reaſonable a Requeſt will be granted; ſo we cannot 
but fatter ourſelves that it will be granted ſpeedily, 
and that no unneceſſary Delays will prevent its good 
Effect. The Ge which have been aſſigned for 


granting 
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nting us an Epiſcopate, are now in full Force, 
and ſtronger than ever; and if they require it at all, 
they require it 7mmedzately. 

It is not apprehended that any Difficulties can 
attend the Execution of this Plan at the preſent 
Time, which will not always continue; and ſome 
peculiar Motives and Advantages now concur to 
tavour it, which probably no future Period will af- 
ford. If then our Application fails of Succeſs now, 
we ſhall deſpair of it hereafter ; and we want Lan- 
guage to expreſs the ill Conſequences we fear from 
ſuch a Diſappointment. + 
Wat has been ſaid implies not an Opinion, 
that there are at this Time 20 Difficulties in the 
Way, but only that there are no Difficulties but 
ſuch as muſt be always expected. We are very 
ſenſible that a Work of this Nature will have many 
to oppoſe it. Some will oppoſe it from an Enmity 
to all Religion. Others will oppoſe it from an En- 
mity, either open or ſecret, to the Protefiant Reli- 
gion; of which the Church of Exgland is confeſ- 
ſedly the ſtrongeſt Barrier againſt Popery. There 
are others again Who heretofore have oppoſed it, 
from an Apprehenſion, that either the or 
religious Liberty of their Friends might be affected 
by it; as it was not ſo well known, with What 
Powers and with what Views it had been requeſted 
that Biſhops might be ſent to us. But this has 
been ſo often and explicitly mentioned of late, that 
it can hardly be ſuppoſed, that any Perſons of 
Power and Influence can remain ignorant of our 
true Plan. 

However, for the. Sake of others, and of ſuch 
as miſtake it, it may be proper, in a Work of this 
Nature, to make the following Declaration to the 
Public, (and I appeal to every Reader, who is ac- 
. with che Matter, for the Truth of it) that 

it 
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it has been long ſettled by our Friends and Supe- 
riors at Home, and the Clergy of this Country have 
often ſignified their entire: Approbation thereof, and 
Acquieſcence therein hat the to be ſont to 
America, foal/ bave no Authority, but purely of a 
Spiritual and Ecclefiaſtical Nature, ſuch as. is derived 
altogether from the Church and not from the State 
| That tbis zluthority ſhall operate only upon the Clergy 
of the Church, and not upon the Laity nor Diſſenters of 
any Denomination I hat the Biſhops Gall not interfere 
wat the Property or 'Privilepts, whether ciuil or reli 
gious, of Churchmen or Diſſentern I hat, in particular, 
they ſball have no Contern with the Probate of Wills, 
Letters of Guardianſhip and Adminiſtration, or Mar. 
ringe-Litents;\ nor be Judges of any Caſes relating 
thereto=u But,” that they ſbali only exerciſe the original 
Patoers of their 2 — as commer Cos e. ordam and 
_ the-Glergy, marion & 
who ſballrarfire 11. II. youſe 
This, without any Reſervation or Equirocation, 
is the exnct Plan of an American Epiſcopate which 
has been ſettled at Home; and it is the only one, 
on which Biſhops have been requeſted here, either 
in our general or more particular Addreſſes. And 
fo far is it from being our Deſire to moleſt the Diſ- 
ſenters, or any Denominations of Chriſtians, in the 
Enjoyment of their preſent religious Privileges, that 
we have carefully conſulted their Safety and Security, 
and ſtudied not to injure, but oblige them. 
Many may have received different Accounts of 
our Deſigns, and of our Conduct; but ſuch as have 
not proceeded from Ignorance, muſt have been the 
Effect of Maliciouſnefs. When Biſhops were firſt 
propoſed and requeſted for this lulu, they. were 
mentioned under the Title of -8&fragans, This is 
no ambiguous Term; it has a fixed and determi · 
pate Meaning in the Laws of England, I | 
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be. miſtaken. Suffragan Biſhops are the ſame with 
thoſe that were called  Chorepi/ropi, or Biſhops of 
the Country, in the primitive Church; and it is 
their Buſineſs to diſcharge all Offices merely Epil- 
copal, in the remote Parts of the Dioceſe wherein 
they reſide, according to the Direction of, and by 
Virtue of a Commiſſion from, the Dioceſan *. And 
ſince the Term has been omitted, ſuch Explana- 
tions have attended our Petitions for American 
Biſhops, that I know not of a ſingle Inſtance, 
wherein Reaſon has been given to ſuſpect, that a 
Departure from the ſame general Plan has been 
aimed at or deſired. And of this | am certain, 
that all our Addreſſes from this and ſeveral of the 
neighbouring Colonies, for many Years, have had 
one conſiſtent and unvaried Tenor, agreeable to 

the preceding Explanation,  . 
What Weight will be allowed to theſe Aſer- 
tions, the Author knows not; but the Authority 
of the following Declaration to the ſame Purpoſe, 
contained in an Anſwer to Dr. May hew's Obſervations, 
nnot fairly be diſputed; as the Author of it, 
ſuppoſed to be a very high Dignitary in the Church, 
manifeſtly diſcovers that he is perfectly acquainted 
with the Affairs of the Society, and of the Church 
in America, Speaking of the Members of the lat- 
ter, he ſays: * It is deſired, that Two or more 
„ Biſhops may be appointed far them, to reſide 
*« where his Majeſty ſhall think moſt convenient; 
« that they may have no Concern in the leaſt with 
* any Perſons who do not profeſs themſelves to be 
« of the Church of England, but may ordain Mi- 
« niſters for ſuch as do; may confirm their Chil- 
* dren; when brought to them at a. fit Age for 
that Purpoſe, and take ſuch 2 of the 
2E Clergy, as the ** London's 
L. Com- 
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„ Commiſſaries in thoſe Parts have been empower- 
10 ed to take, and have taken, without Offence. 
Hut it is not defired in the leaſt that they ſhould 
* hold Courts to try Matrimomal or Teſtamentary 
Cauſes, or be veſted with any Authority now 
« exerciſed, either by provincial Governors or ſub- 
„ ordinate Magiſtrates, or infringe or diminiſh any 
&« Privileges and Liberties enjoyed by any of the 
« Taity, even of our own Communion, This is 
« the real and the only Scheme that hath been plan- 
<« ned for Biſhops in America; and whoever hath 
heard of any other, hath been miſinformed 

„ through Miſtake or Deſign *. 
Now what reaſonable ObjeRtions can be offered 
againſt ſuch a Plan as this, which is fo univerſally 
harmleſs in every Reſpect, that none can be injured 
by it; and fo uſeful withal, that near a Million of 
| Perſons will receive Benefit, and perhaps the Sal- 
vation of many Souls will be effected, by its being 
put in Execution? Can any Thing be promoted by 
it, but the Good of the Church? Can any Thin 
then be objected againſt it, but that this End will 
be promoted? But will any dare, in this Age of 
Dritihh Freedom and improved Liberty, to avow 
the Objection? Would not ſuch a barefaced At- 
tempt thus wanton! uy to oppreſs us, and to prevent 
our Exjoyment of thoſe invaluable Rights, to 
which we are equally entitled with others—which 
there is no Pretence that we have ever forfeited — 
and no Appearance of a Diſpoſition to abuſe—rouſe 
the Indignation and Reſentment of all the Friends of 
religious Liberty and Toleration, W e Church - 
men or Diſſenters? | N 

Every Oppoſition to ſuch a plan, has the Nature 

of Perſecution, and deſerves the Name. For to 
puniſn us for our religious Principles, when no 

| ee | - Reaſons. 

Daze 32. | 


Sect. 8. To THE PUBLIC. 75 
Reaſons of State require it, is Perſecution in its 


_ ſtricteſt and propereſt Senſe. Will it be ſaid, that 


the Prevention of an Epiſcopate in America, is no 
Puniſhment ? It may as well be. ſaid, that keeping 
a Man out of his Right is no Injuſtice. Whatever 
Evil is inflicted on us on account of our Principles 


or Practices, is properly Puniſhment ; and every 


Good we are deprived of, is equivalent to an Evil 
inflicted, Wherever therefore an Evil is inflicted, 
or we are deprived of a Good, on account of our 
Religion, unleſs it be neceſſary for the Security of 
the Public, we ſuffer Perſecution. 

As ſuch Treatment has the very Eſſence of Per- 
ſecution, ſo it can have its Source only in an into- 
lerant perſecuting Diſpoſition, And it is not to be 
doubted but a Diſpoſition that will produce thus 
much, if armed with Power, would be productive 
of more — and that they, who only endeavour now 
to prevent our Enjoyment of thoſe Advantages, to 
which we are entitled by the Laws of God and the 
Conſtitution, would bring us, if they could, to the 
Stake or the Gibbet. But what an Abomination is 

ſuch a Diſpoſition and Behaviour, in the Eyes of 
every true Engliſhman, of every true Proteſtant ! 
What an Indignity and Aﬀront to the Nation, to 
deſire it to countenance ſuch Injuſtice and Cruelty ! 

It is hard to believe that any Proteſtants, eſpe- 
cially that any Znghſp Diſſenters, who have gene- 
rally, for a Century paſt, been warm Advocates for 
religious Liberty, and. who are greatly indebted to 
a Toleration themſelves, can be fo inconſiſtent, as 
to with this Harm to the Members of the national 
Church. It would be a very ungrateful Return, 
for the moſt ample, complete, and generous Tole- 
ration, which' is this Day to be found upon Earth, 
Many of the moſt ſenſible Men belonging to that 

- Body, have expreſſed, 1 this Subject, Sentiments 
. 5 $** 3 that 
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that are candid and liberal; and he who was lately 
conſidered in ſome Senſe as their Head “, when our 
© Plan was explained to him, and his Opinion there- 
upon was deſired, did not heſitate to declare his free 
Conſent to, and Approbation of, American Biſhops, 


in the Manner that we requeſt them. 
The Principles of religious Liberty profeſſed by 
the Diſſenters, muſt not only reſtrain them from 
oppoling an American Epiſcopate, as now ſettled 
and explained, but oblige them, if they would act 
conſiſtently, even to befriend it. Some of them, 1 
am fully perſuaded, would freely” Join with us in 
our Applications for Biſhops, if their Aſſiſtance 
were needed, as we ſhould be ready to aſſiſt them 
in Caſe of the like Grievances; and all of them will 
- really have a much worſe Opinion of the Church 
of England in general, or of thoſe who belong to 
it, as probably their Reproaches on future Occa- 
ſions will teſtify, if this Matter ſhould not be 
brought to a ſpeedy and happy Termination. For 
certainly nothing can more degrade our national 
Religion, in the Eyes of Diſſenters and others, both 
Proteſtants and Papiſts, at Home and Abroad, than 
to ſee that it is in ſo ſmall Eſtimation, and its In- 
tereſt ſo little regarded, by thoſe who profeſs it. 
For, wherever Men are indifferent towards the 
Religion they profeſs, one of theſe Concluſions will 
neceſſariſy be made, and there is no preventing it 
either that their Religion, upon a more intimate 
Acquaintance, appears to be unworthy of their 
Eſteem and Affection or, that its Profeſſors are of 
an irreligiops Character, and have no Regard for 
that which is the moſt invaluable of all Things. 
And in either Caſe, the Reputation of their Religi- 


* - 


on will greatly ſuffer. 
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At the Time of writing this, caſting my Eyes 
upon the Public Paper of the Day, I was truck 
with the-following Paragraph, faid to be an Anſwer 
from the King of Poland to the Empreſs of Ruſſia, 
who had interpoſed with that Monarch, in Behalf 
of his Proteſtant Subjedts. I have not forgot 
the Obligations I am under to the Empreſs of 
* Ruffia, among the Means which God Almighty 
«© made Uſe of to raiſe me to the Throne: Bur 
* when I came to it, I promiſed the exact Obſer- 
«vation of my Religion throughout the Kingdom. 
If. I was weak enough to abandon it, my Life 
and my Throne would be expaſed to the juſt 
<:- Reſentment of my Subjects. I am threatened 
te with forcible Means to oblige me to do hat is 
. aſked of me, which would reduce me to an Ex 
« tremity equally unhappy. I perceive ſome Dan- 
ger in whatever Reſolution I may take; but I had 
rather be expoſed to ſuch as my Duty and Honour 
4 jnduce me to make Choice of; and from this 
„Time! join with my Country in Defence of ot 
« holy Religion.“ | Eo 
- On the Suppoſition, that the Propoſals made by 
her Ruſſian Majeſty to the King of Poland, were 
believed to be inconſiſtent with the Safety of the 
national Religion, there is ſomething ſo ſenſible, 
ſpirited and open in this Declaration, that every 
candid and conſiſtent Proteſtant muſt applaud it, 
at the ſame Time that he condemns the eſtabliſhed 
Religion of Poland. Popery is a groſs Corruption 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and ir has been wrought 
up to its preſent State, by the Application and 
Policy of many Ages. It preſents to us, not the 
amiable and undefiled Religion of the Goſpel, 
but under the Name of it, an intolerant ' Syſtem, 
compounded of Superſtition, Abſurdity, and I 
know not what; and it manifeſtly appears to be 
the 
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the * Intereſt of Mankind, to PT in 
the Uſe of all proper and fair Means, to reform 
it. But although this appears to be ſo evident to 
Proteſtants, there are undoubtedly others, to whom 
it does not appear at all, and who believe the 
contrary. 
As the King of Poland has ſolemnly bound him- 
Telf by Oath; co maintain and defend the Popiſh 
Religion, we muſt charitably ſuppoſe that he bo- 
lieves it to be true. And as he believes it to be 
true, and has ſworn to maintain it, he cannot give 
it up, he cannot neglect it, without betraying his 
Daty and Honour, in the Opinion of all reaſonable 
and unprejudiced Perſons. If therefore the Diſſen- 
ters and others, who are ſenſible of the Abſurdities 
and Corruptions of the Popiſh Religion, cannot but 
commend this firm Adherence to it in his Poliſß Ma- 
jeſty, ſo long as he believes it to be the true Religi- 
on; ſurely they muſt at leaſt equally commend the 
like Conduct, with Regard to the national Religi- 
on, in Proteſtant Princes — more eſpecially, when 
the Security of the eſtabliſhed Religion, and a To- 
leration of thoſe who peaceably diſſent from it, are 
allowed to be conſiſtent. 
In the ſame Public Paper we are told, that he 
Courts of London, Berlin, and Copenhagen, have 
to aſſiſt and co-operate with the Ruſſian Em- 
preſs, in Favour of the Proteſtants in Poland. It 
mult give Pleaſure to every conſiderate Proteſtant, 
to hear of ſo generous an Effort to be made, pro- 
vided it be made properly, in Behalf of the refofm- 
ed Religion; and we cannot but earneſtly wiſh it 
-Succeſs. But could it be conceived, that thoſe 
Powers who are thus active for the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt in foreign Countries, would neglect to en- 
courage it in theit own proper Dominions, their 


| final tor | it Abroad would ON but little ber- 
ter 
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ter than political Grimace. And on this Principle 
our Exgliſ Diſſenters would have a much better 
Opinion of the Church of England, and of our Su- 

riors who are Members of it, if, while they warm- 
ly intereſt themſelves in Favour of Proteſtantiſm in 
Poland, they do not inconſiſtently neglect, what 


they profeſs to eſteem the pureſt Species of ir, in out 


own Colonies. A true Regard for the Proteſtant 

Religion is not confined to particular Places: It will 

produce vigorous Endeavours to improve and 

ſecure it, and to render it as reſpectable as we can, 

in all Places; and eſpecially inthoſe Places, where- 
with we are: moſt cloſely connected, and wherein 
our Power and Influence are greateſt, 


A. 
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SECTION IX 


That the Epiſcopate propoſed cannot burt the Diſſenters, 
and is free from all reaſonable Objettions. 


HOUPLD it be pretended, that what appears 
Y to be fo reaſonable in itſelf as an American 
Epiſcopate, and fo Lecoming the Honour and Cha- 
racter of the Britiſb Nation to grant, would be pro- 
ductive of much Clamour and Diſcontent in the 
Colonies, and, on that Account, that found Po- 
liey forbids it, it would be an ill-grounded AC 
rtion. 

It may deſerve Conſideration, whether any. Un- 
eaſineſs that can be imagined, ſo deſtitute of a 


proper Foundation to ſupport it, that can ariſe from 


the Proſpect of Biſhops in America, ſent only to 
take Care of the Church, in the Manner explained, 


can in Reaſon and Policy juſtify the Refuſal of 


what is fo eſſentially needed. Every reaſonable 
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' » Objetion of others ought to be conſidered ; but 
thoſe which are evidently perverſe and unreaſon- 

able, eſpecially after due Care has been taken to 
make that Unreaſonableneſs and, Perverſeneſs ap- 

pear, deſerve not to be regarded - much leſs to be 


regarded in ſuch a Manner, as to ſacrifice thereto 
the Intereſt and very Being of the Church of Eng- 
8 land in 7 Bur if the Uneaſineſs of Ame- 
 -  ”_ ricans. be & ſuch Conſequence, why the Uneafineſs 
K. of the Members and Friends of the Church, ſo 
Fs juſtly founded in Caſe of a Refuſal, deſerves not 
to be conſidered, as much as the Uneaſineſs of its 
Enemies without any Foundation, will be difficult 
to ſhew. ® 
Should it be ſaid, which I conceive is the onl 
; Thing that can be laid to the Purpoſe, that Dil. | 
content in the Minds of Churchmen has not that 
dangerous Tendency with Reſpect to the Govern- 
ment, which there is Reaſon to apprehend of it in 
XL the Minds of others: I betber, and bow far this is. 
true, I will not undertake to determine. But this 
| may truly and properly be affirmed, that fo long as 
| E+ we are governed by. the Principles of the Church 
| of England, no Hardſhips or Trials which we are 
doomed to undergo, will ever occaſion juſt Suſpi- 
cions of our F adeſiry and Loyalty. But then, ought 
our inflexible Loyalty and political Integrity to be 
thought, in ſuch a Caſe, a ſufficient Reaſon for our 
. being denied the common Rights of Britiſb Subjects, 
| 
| 


and the mot ſacred Rights of Conſcience? We 
humbly apply to our e call even upon 

our Enemies —we appeal to the World —for a De- 
ciſion of this Point. 


Theſe Things haye been hinted 1 worthy of 
Conſideration, even on the Suppoſition that ſending 
1 755 to America ſhould: be really attended with. = 
1 iſcontent and Uneaſineſs in Diſſenters and * 


E 
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But of any conſiderable Diſcontent or Uneaſineſs, 


there is no Reaſon to be apprehenſive. Whatever 


Notions the Diſſenters in this Country may have 
formerly entertained, concerning the Church; yet 
of late Years they have greatly come off from their 
Prejudices, and Sentiments of Candour, Charity: 
and Moderation have viſibly taken Place. And, 
excepting here and there a hot- headed Writer, or a 
vr — Enthuſiaſt, ſome of whom are to be 

und in all Communions, who expect to find their 
Account in raiſing a Combuſtion and being noiſy, 
we would hope of the Diſſenters in America, that 


they bear no III-Will to the Church, and deſire 


nothing more than Security in the Enjoyment of 
their preſent Advantages, | 
Indeed in the Time of the late Diſturbances oc 

caſioned by the Stamp- Ad, it was aſſerted in ſome 
of the London Papers, that the Fear of Biſhops being 
ſent into America, was the principal Cauſe of that 
Uneaſineſs and Clamour, which raiſed ſuch a Flame 
in this Country. Every one here knew the Aſſer- 
tion to be a vile and malicious Repreſentation of the 
Caſt; and whoever could believe it to be true, muſt 
have previouſly conceived of the Americans, as be- 


ing of all Creatures the moſt wretched]y ſtupid. 


The Diſcontent of that Time, aroſe altogether from 
another Quarter. It was by no Means peculiar to 
the Rejecters of Epiſcopacy, nor had any Relation 
to it; but proceeded from what the noi ge- 
nerally eſteemed, and complained of, as an ancon - 
Aitutiona] oppreſſrve Ad. I appeal to all the Remon- 
ftrances of thoſe unhappy Times—to all that was 
publiſhed here, either in Pamphlets or periodical Pa- 
pers, whether the Fear of an Epiſcopate was once = 
aſſigned as a Reaſon for the public Uneaſineſs. And 
J appeal to every American, whether there now is, 
or ever has been any conſiderable Noiſe or public 
— oy M | _ Clamour 


/ 
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Clamour on this Account. For myſelf, I can truly 
declare, that I have not heard of any, nor do 1 
foreſee any. | 

Of the Inhabitants of this Country, a full third 
Part belong to the Church, and a conſiderable Pro- 
portion of the others are profeſſed Epiſcopalians 
and none of theſe can be. ſuppoſed conſiſtently to 
have an Averſion to Biſhops. Of the Exgliſb Diſ- 
ſenters, a very large and reſpectable Body are the 
People called Quakers; who entertain a particular 
Friendſhip and Reſpect for the Church of England, 
and have given many ſubſtantial Proofs of it. The 
Affair of Biſhops has been mentioned and explain- 
ed to many of them, and they appear to have no 
Diſpoſition to be jealous or uneaſy on Account of 
their coming, | 

And as w Diſſenters of other Denominations, the 


Subject has been propoſed to ſame of the moſt ſen- 


ſible of them, who have, with great Candour, con- 
feſſed, that as ſuch an Epiſcopate as has been re- 
queſted, could have no ill Effect upon any, they 
had no Objections to offer. Nay, ſome have even 
been ſo generous, as to endeavour to undeceive 
their more ignorant and illiberal Brethren, if the 
Author of theſe Papers has not wache its hope 


And even amongſt the molt prejudiceyl, it is hoped 
that but few can be found, who wonld not think 
themſelves injured by iy 5 av of their having 
ſuch an Antipathy to Biſhops, that they cannot 
endure to breathe the ſame Air, or to live in the 
ſame Country with them. Time perhaps was when 
this might be truly ſaid of ſome of them; but the 
preſent Age has, in this Reſpect, mended greatly 
on all Sides, in this, as well as in the Mothe 


Country. 


The Diſſenters in England find that they can lire 
happily with Biſhops, even where their Juriſdic- 
: F N Ci | tion 
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tion is complete —where it extends to all Perſons 


and where it is ſupported by all the Strength of 


the civil Power. The Engi Biſhops have, for a 
long Courſe of Years, exerciſed their Authority 
with ſo much Mildneſs, Tenderneſs, and Modera- 
tion, as ſcarcely to have afforded an Inſtance of 
reaſonable Complaint, eſpecially to Diſſenters; and 
many of the latter have been ſo generous as to con- 
feſs it. The late Dr. George Benſon, a my learned 
Diſſenter, did not ſcruple to make the fo 
Declaration: The Church of England, with its 
« preſent Candour, Spirit of Toleration and Cha- 
« rity, appears to me, to be the beſt Eſtabliſhment 
on the Face of the Earth “.“ 

The Authors of the Menthly Review, than whom 
none can be warmer Advocates for every Species of 
religious Liberty and Indulgence, ſay, with parti- 
cular Reference to our very Subject: Whatever 
% formidable Ideas of Epifcopacy, thoſe Diſſenters 
© that fled into America, might carry along with 
« them, and tranſmit to their Poſterity, we 
& can ſafely aver, that Epiſcopal Power, granting 
' that it was oppreſſive formerly, is not ſo now; 


and that Diſſenters at Home have no Reaſon to 


% conceive any Terror of it +.” If then the Diſ- 
ſenters in England,” who live under the immediate 
Juriſdiction and Government of an Epiſcopate, find 
no Reaſon to complain, or ** to conceive any Ter- 
&« ror of it;“ ſurely in America they cannot have 
Reaſon to be terrified at the Proſpect of the ſame 
Epiſcopate—eſpecially as they will not be under 
the Juriſdiction and Government thereof in any 

Reſpect. 
As all Power is liable to be abuſed, and ſome 
PE muſt be N in the beſt · regulated Go- 
vernment 


® In hi Chriſt, d by the 
+ vat KNX. Page a8 * as quoted by Monthly Reviewers, 


lowing ; 


| 
| 
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vernment in this World, whether Eccleſiaſtical or 
Civil; it is not denied but there have been formerly 


ſome Inſtances, wherein the Power of our Biſhops 


has been ſtrained too high. But theſe may be con- 


ſidered rather as the Fault of the Times, in which 
neither the natural Rights of Men, nor the religious 
Rights of Chriſtians, were ſo well defined and un- 
deritood, as in the preſent Age. And even 7hen, 
the Spirit of the Church of Exgland, like that of 
the Goſpel, was more © peaceable, gentle, and eaſy 
to be entreated, than that of any other national 
Church; and the Exgliſß Biſhops, to whom it was 


greatly owing, were treated with particular Reſpect 


on that Account, In what Light the moſt emi- 
nent Refotmers and foreign Proteſtants have always 
conſidered them and the Exgliſb Prelacy, may be 
ſeen in The French Church's Apology for the Church of 


Englund“, to which I mult refer thoſe who are de- 


ſirous of particular Information, 

la the mean Time, I beg Leave to produce two 
ſhort Extracts from that Work. The firſt ſhall be 
from a Declaration of the celebrated Peter du Moulin, 


an eminent Profeſſor of the French Church in the 


Beginning of the laſt Century, in the following 
Words: I know that under Pretence that the 
& Church of England hath another Form of Diſci- 
* pline than ours is, our Adyerfaries (the Papiſts) 
charge us that our Religion is divers. But Ex- 
te perience confuteth this Accuſation.— The moſt 
excellent Servants of God in our Churches, Peter 
« Martyr, Calvin, Zauchius, Beza, &c. have often 
„ written Letters full of Reſpect and Amity to the 
„ Prelates of Exgland. Our Adverſaries unjuſtly 
** accyſe us to be Enemies of the Epiſcopal Order.“ 
The other Extract ſhall be from the Words of Cal. 
din himſelf. Give us ſuch a Hierarchy (ſays he) 
; in 
* Eingban's Works, Folio Edivion, Vol. II. ; 
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« in which Biſhops preſide, who are ſubject to Chriſt 
& and to him alone (not to the Pope) as their only 
« Head; and then I will own no Curſe too bad for 
* him that ſhall not pay the utmoſt Reſpect and 
« Obedience to ſuch an Hierarchy as that.” And 
what Calvin ſays in general of ſuch an Hierarchy as 
ours, Beza and the moſt illuſtrious foreign Proteſtants 
have particularly applied to the Church of England. 
If chen Calvin, and the moſt celebrated foreign 
Proteſtants, were of Opinion, in former Times, that 
the Diſſenters in England ought peaceably to ſubmit 
to the Government of our Biſhops : Surely the Diſ- 
ſenters in America now, when the Enghſp Epiſcopal 
Government is ſo much milder than heretofore; will 
not oppoſe the very Exiſtence of Biſhops in the ſame 
Country with themſelves—eſpecially as no Obedi- 
ence or Submiſſion at all from them is required or 
expected. But, as was ſaid before, I take not this 
to be the preſent Diſpoſition of Diſſenters in America, 
and believe that they would reſent the Imputation of 
it as a grols Aﬀront, They have acquired the ſame 
liberal Turn in their Sentiments and Manners, with 
the Diſſenters at Home ; and provided there be no 
Invaſion of their Privileges and Rights, they can live 
as quietly and peaceably with their Neighbours, al- 
though differing in Principles, and even with Biſhops, 
as their Brethren can in any other Part of the World. 
Some of them indeed formerly have had an Aver- 
' ſion to the Idea of Biſhops in America, on the Sup- 
poſition that they muſt become ſubject to their Au- 
thority. But the Plan which is now fixed, muſt 
effectually obviate all their Objections and diſſipate 
their Fears, As the Biſhops propoſed will have no 
Power over them, or Concern with them, there can 
be nothing to alarm them. Our Ordinations can- 
not hurt them, any more than heir Ordinations can 
injure us. They can have no more Reaſon to com- 
plain 


Arran 
plain of Confirmation, or of any other Epiſcopal 


Office performed in our Churches by Biſhops, than 


they now have to complain, that Preaching and the 
common Adminiſtration of the Sacraments are prac- 
tiſed ii them by Preſbyters. And as to ſuch Diſ- 
cipline and Government as is intended to be exerciſed 
under an Epiſcopate, they will have no Reaſons to 
be diſſatisfied therewith, any more than we now 
have to be diſſatisfied with the Diſcipline exerciſed 
by them—but on the other Hand, they will have 
many Reaſons to be pleaſed with it. 

There are ſeveral Things in the Church of Exg- 
land in America, owing to the Want of a proper Su- 
perintendency and Government, with which they 
fay they are offended ; and the Removal of ſuch Of- 
fences will naturally give them Pleaſure. Sometimes 
they have been grieved, at ſeeing the ill Behaviour 
of a Clergyman in the Orders of our Church; but 
by the Settlement of American Biſhops, a Remedy 


vill be provided for this Diſorder. Sometimes they 


have lamented, that the Biſhops at Home, and he 
Society for the Propagation of the Goſpel, have been 
impoſed upon by falſe Accounts tranſmitted from 
hence by our American Clergy, (whether with or 


without juft and ſufficient Reaſons, I will not ſtop 


to enquire ;) but under an Epiſcopate, they muſt be 
ſenfible that there can be no Opportunity for any 

$ Impoſitions of this Nature. Sometimes, again, 
Complaints have been made, that, in Conſequence: 
of this falſe Imformation, Miſſions have been erect- 
ed in improper Places, and the Society's Bounty has 


been miſapplied ; but of all ſuch Cafes Biſhops in 


this Country will be competent Judges, and no Per- 
verſion or Abuſe of the Society's Favours will be 


ſuffered to continue. Some of them have ſignified 


that it would give them the utmoſt Pleaſure, to ſee 
more vigorous Efforts made by the Socicty, for pro- 
| | pagating 
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pagating the Goſpel amongſt the Heathens on our. 
Borders: This Pleaſure the Society intends to afford 
them, as ſoon as Biſhops ſhall he ſettled in America, 
without which this important Werk cannot be cons: 
ducted properly—and this is one Reaſon why an 
Epiſcopate has been ſo earneſtly requeſted. I might 
inſtance in many other Particulars to the ſame Pur- 
poſe, bur theſe are ſufficient to ſhew, that an Ame- 
rican Epiſcopate will probably produce many Effects 
that will be agreeable to the Difſenters.” And as the 
Laws of Chriſtian Charity and Benevolence ablige 
them to defire it, for our Sake; ſo they may be 
ſuppoſed, very conſiſtently, to deſire it alſo for 
their own. | a 
If our American Biſhops are to have no Autho- 
rity over Diſſenters, nor indeed to exerciſe Diſci- 
pline over our own People, the Clergy excepted; 
then the frightful Objection of Spiritual Courts en- 
tirely vaniſnes. For if no Authority of this Kind 
will be claimed or exerciſed by them, we may be 
ſure that no Courts will be erected for the Exerciſe 
. 29% 
What Foundation there is for Complaint of the 
Spiritual Courts in Exgland, I know not. Per- 
haps they may have uſed too great Severity in fome 
particular Inſtances. But this Complaint is not 
unfrequently made, of our common Courts of Juſ- 
tice. Cruelty and Severity is by no Means the 
Character of the Exgliſʒi Biſhops, nor js it connected 
with the Exerciſe of their Authority, more than 
with that of the civil Magiſtrate : And in all Courts, 
whether Eccleſiaſtical or others, where an Injury 
is ſuffered, the Laws of England have provided a 
Remedy. ; | 
If fome of the Laws which relate to theſe Courts, 
are imagined to bear hard upon Britiſh Liberty, 
this, by the Way, is not neceſſarily to be conſidered 
\ 20 
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as the Fault of the Biſhops—it ought to be charged 
to the Account of the Legiſlature in general, and 
not of a particular Branch of it. But be this as it 
may, it is probable that theſe, and all other Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Laws, as well as our Liturgy and public 
Offices, and our Tranſlation of the Bible, will be 
reviewed, as ſoon as it ſhall be thought that there 
is good Senſe and Candour enough in the Body of 
the Nation to admit of it. 

Some undoubtedly blame theſe ra becauſe 
they find themſelves puniſhed therein for Actions, 
of which other Courts at preſent take no Cogni- 
zance. But ſuch Perſons do not conſider, that if 
Spiritual Courts were aboliſhed, thoſe Actions which 
are proſecuted and brought to Trial there only, 
would many of them be made puniſhable in other 
Courts, as they were before the Norman Congueſt , 
ſince they are eſteemed by the Legiſlature of the Na- 
my to be inconſiſtent with the public Happineſs. 
the Whole, I may venture to aſſert, that 
Fo: piritual Courts at Home, with all their De- 
fects, are an Advantage to the Public; and that 
the Annihilation of them would be no Benefit to 
thoſe Individuals, who make the loudeſt Com- 
pe of them. But whether they are uſeful or 
urtful, and whether the Averſion to them in this 
Country be rightly founded or not; as it is certain 
- that they will never be eſtabliſhed here, they cannot 
with Propriety be made an Objection _ an 
Epiſcopate, a 
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SECTION X. 


Caſe of Tubes difinfily examined, and the Appres 


ion of being forced to pay them in this Country, 
proved to be entirely groundleſs, 


S to  Tithes, of which many Americans hive 
had formidable Apprehenſions, there could 
be no Reaſon to fear the Payment of them here, 
even ſhould the Authority of our Biſhops be as full 
and extenſive as it is in England; and it is owing 
altogether to Ignorance and Miſapprehenſion, that 
People here have ever given themſelves Uneaſineſs 
on that Account. As perhaps no Prejudice has 
taken deeper Root or extended wider in America 
than this, and as it ſtill continues to prevail in the 
Minds of many well-meaning but miftaken People; 
ſome Pains taken to undeceive them, and to place 
this Subject in its true Light, will not be con - 
demned by the friendly Reader. | 
Tithes cannot be demanded by Biſhops in this 
Country, becauſe there are none belonging to the. 
Church: They are demanded in Exgland, only be- 
cauſe they are due to the Church. They are due 
to the Church there, becauſe they have been freely 
given to it, by the ancient Proptietors of the Lands; 
and the Laws relating to them do not convey them 
to the Church, but make them recoverable as its 
Property, to which it had a previous and complete 
Right. This Right was veſted in the Church by 
King Ethelwelph, with the Conſent of his Barons, 
in the Year 854. At this Time all the Lands in 
England were properly the Kings Demeſue, and he 
had as good a Right to diſpole Kur Ba Part of them 
in this Ales, as any Proprietor or Owner of 
Lands in this Country has, to diſpoſe of them to 
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ſuch Perſons and for ſuch Purpoſes as he thinks 
proper. Sir Edward Coke, in his Comment upon 
Liitleton's Tenures *, ſays: It appeareth by the 
% Laws and Ordinances of ancient Kings, and eſpe- 
4 cially of King Afred, that the firſt Kings of this 
« Realm had all the Lands of England in Demeſne, 
% and les grand: Maneurs and Royalties they re- 
4 ſerved to themſelves, and with the Remnant they 
« for, the Defence of the Realm enfeoffed the Ba- 
4% rons ofthe Realm with ſuch Juriſdiftion as the 
Court Baron now hath,” rt 
The very Charter, by which this Conveyance 
was made, is extant; we are told, in the old Abbot 
Ingulph, in Matthew of Weſtminfter,- and the Ledger 
Boak of the Abbey of Alingden. This Charter was 
folemnly offered by the King on the Altar at Min- 
chefier, in the Pretence of his Biſhops and Barons, 
and of Beored and Edmund, the Two tributary Princes 
of Mercia and the Zaſt-Angles, by whom it was alſo 
ſigned; it was accepted by the Biſhops in Behalf of 
the Church, and immediately publiſhed throughout 
all the Pariſhes in England. The Charter, as tran- 
ſlated by Collier, is in the following Word: 
« ] Erbelwalph, by the Grace of God, King of 
et the Meß- Saxons, with the Advice of the Biſhops, 
& Earls, and all the Perſons of Condition in my 
4 Dominions, have, for the Health of my Soul, 
e the Good of my People, and the Proſperity of 
% my Kingdom, fixed upon a prudent and ſer- 
% viceable Reſolution of granting the Tenth Part 
«of the Lands throughout our whole Kingdom to 
<< the holy Churches and Miniſters of Religion, 
officiating 1 — in them, to be perpetually 
s enjoyed by them, with all the Advantages of a. 
«, Free Tenure and Eſtate. It being likewiſe our 
„Will and Pleaſure, that this unalterable and in- 
12 As quoted by Dr. Heylin, | , 
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«+ defeaſible Grant ſhall for ever, remain diſcharged 
$* from all Service due to the Crown, and all other 
£ Incumbrances incident to Lay Sees: Which Grant 
« has been made by us in Honour -of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt, the Bleſſed Virgin, and all Saints; 
i and out of Regard to the Paſchal Solemnity, and 
% that God Almighty might vouchſate his Bleſſing 
e upon us and our Poſterity. Signed Anno 854, 
« Indifion the Second, at the Feaſt of Eaſter *.” . 

Afterwards, when a Diſtribution was made of the 
Lands to the Barons for the Defence of che Kingdom, 


they received- them under this Incumbrance; and 


by Conveyance and Deſcent they have come down 
into the Hands of their preſent Poſſeſſors, thus in- 
cumbered, i. e. Nine Parts as private Property, and 
the Tenth Part as, through all Changes, belonging 
to the Church, When therefore the Tithe is paid to 
the Church, the Church only receives its own, and 
what never did, nor can rightfully belong to the 
Perſon who pays it. | 5 

To make the Nature of Tithes appear plainer if 
poſſible, let us conſider them in their moſt ſimple 
and original State, before any Alteration was intro- 
duced by Impropriations, Modus s, &c. And here 
let us ſuppoſe Two Eſtates of equal Value, each to 
be really worth One Thouſand Pounds, but one 
free from Tithes, the other titheable. It theſe two, 
Eſtates were to be ſold, the Price of the firſt would 
be its full Value One Thouſand Pounds, while 


chat of the other would be abated, in Proportion | 


to this Incumberance. Or ſuppoling theſe two 


Eſtates to be lead at an annual Rent; in this 


Caſe, if the former is rented at Fifty Pounds per 

Amum, the latter will be rated at Forty - five 

Pounds only, to be paid to the Landlord, the re- 

| N 2 r mainiag 
* Peclgfigftical Hiſtory, Vol. I. Page 156. 
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maining Tenth Part being due and payable to the 
Church. - 

From theſe ſuppoſed Caſes the Nature of Tithes 
plainly appears; and it alſo appears, that none have 
Reaſon to complain of the Hardſhip of paying 
them, any more than of paying Rent to the Lan 
lord—or than he who receives Money belonging to 
the Church, can juſtly complain of being account- 
able for the Uſe of it. For as the Tenth Part of 
the Produce of the Land, in this latter Caſe, be- 
lorigs-to the Church, the Landlord never purchaſed 
it, and conſec vently he has no Right to receive it 
from the Tenant. If the Tenant pays Five Pounds 
in Tithes to the Church, he pays but Forty-five 
to the Landlord, in all Fifty Pounds ; whereas, if 
he paid no Tiches, he would be obliged to pay the 
ſame Sum of Fifty Pounds to the Landlord. If 
Tithes were exactly paid in the Manier here ſtated; 
neither Party would be injured in their Rights; the 
Church would receive nothing but its own from 
the Land-Holder, nor the Land- Holder from the 
Church, and neither in this Caſe Worn be 8 
or benefited. 

Although the State of Tithes in England is now 
become more complex and intricate than is here 
ſtated, owing to many Cauſes, which it is not my 
preſent Buſineſs to aſſign; yet their true Founda- + 
tion and Original has been explained, from whence 
the general Nature of them, which continues the 
fame, may be eaſily underſtood. 'And'ic evidently 
follows from what has been ſaid, that fo far as the 
Church is ſupported 1 in England by Tithes, eſpecially 
by Predial Tithes, it is ſupported wichour any Ex- 
pence to the Inhabitants. 

Some may imagine that the Titbes of moſt Pa- 
riſhes in England mult amipunt to an enormous Sum, 


and that ſuck exorbitant Wealth mul have a 78 
* 
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ral bad Effect upon the Clergy. Whether this be 
fo or not, is, I confeſs, not immediately to my pre- 
ſent Purpoſe to conſider. And yet, ſince I have 
entered upon the Subject, I would willingly, if poſ- 
fible, remove every Prejudice and Miſtake goncern- 
ing it, which have been conceived in che Mi nds of 
Americans. Every Prejudice relating to this Subject, 
contributes ſomething to that Averſion to Biſhops, 
which many are poſſeſſed of, The candid Reader 
will thereforexxcuſe my taking Notice, even of ſuch 
Prejudices as theſe, as not altogether impertinent to 
my general Deſign. 

In what Manner Wealth has a natural Tendency 
to affect the Clergy, may be concluded from this 
common Aſſertion, ſometimes made with a friend - 
ly Intention, but perhaps more frequently with a 
malicious one, but which is ſtrictly and literally 
true, that he Clergy are but Men. For this will di- 
rectly lead us to infer, that Wealth will operate 
upon them, much in the ſame Manner that ir does 
upon Men in general. Upon ſome it will have a 
bad Effect, and upon others a good one, accordin 
to the prevailing Diſpoſition and CharaQter of — | 
Perſon reſpectively. But as it is hoped that, in 
Proportion to their Numbers, there is more true 
Piety and Virtue to be found amongſt them, than 
in any other Order of Men; ſo it will be expected, 
that their Wealth is proportionably employed to 
better Purpoſe. And, to ſay nothing of what has 
been beſtowed in private Charity, if we take a 
View of all the public Inſtitutions in the Kingdom, 
ſuch as Colleges, Hoſpitals, and charitable Socie- 
ties of different Kinds; the Friends of the Clergy 
will have the Pleaſure to find, that none have been 
more forward than they, in affording all vſcful and 
CO Alliſtance to their Fellow. Creatures. 


As 
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As ta ** other Part of the Suggeſtion, concern- 
ing the Amount of Tithes; it is acknowledged, that 
if they were at this Day paid according to the ori- 
ginal Grant of them, they would, in moſt Pariſhes, 
produce a large Revenue to the Church. But under 
the preſent Cuſtoms and Regulations, I believe that 
there is not a Pariſh in England that pays a full 
Tithe, agreeably to the Intention of the Donors, in 
ſuch a Manner that the Incumbent receives Five 
Pounds out of every Fifty Pounds produced by the 
Pariſh : But of this there is no Complaint, 95 
Regard to thoſe Pariſhes, where the Clergy are ſti 
provided for ſufficiently ; and it is confeſſed that 
there are ſuch in the Kingdom. But the Number 
of them is very ſmall, when compared with that of 
the Livings that fall ſhort of us 
An Author of Reputation ſays: © It is well 
c known that there are in England and Wales 
about Three Thouſand parochial Cures; none of 
« which exceed the yearly Value of Thirty Pounds 
« a Year, Two Thouſand of which are not above 
«« Twenty Pounds a Year a- piece, and a Thouſand 
e of thoſe hot above Twelve Pounds a Year, I, 
<« (ſays he) now Miniſter to a Congregation of 
« about Twelve Hundred People, in the deareſt 
« Part of England, and almoſt daily am employed 
„in the Buſineſs of the Cure, and yet have not 
« Fifty Pounds per Annum certain, of which the 
„ Tithes are about Thirteen Pounds per Annum, 
and the Glebe about Twelve Pounds *,” Now 
can it be imagined that the Tithes are fully paid i in 
any of theſe Pariſhes, I mean that the Tenth Part 
of the yearly Value*of the Lands in the Pariſh, is 
paid to the Incumbent? A landed Eſtate of Three 
Hundred Pounds per Annum is eſteemed but mo- 
derate in ** Part of England; and yet the com- 
0 | plete 
5 Lewis's Examination of the Rights, &c, Page $224 
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te Tithe of ſuch an Eſtate -is more than all the 
Tithes that are actually paid in the largeſt of Three 
Thouſand Pariſhes—as the proper Tithe of an 
Eſtate of but -One Hundred and Twenty Pounds 
per Anman, is equal to the Tithes received by the 
Incumbent, in a Thouſand Pariſhes, | 

The Author mentions his own particular Cafe, 
wherein he cannot miſtake. His Cure, I ſuppoſe, 
he meant Margate in Kent, contained about Twelve 
Hundred People, which cannot be computed at 
leſs than Two Hundred ' Families, and his Tithes 
amounted to about Thirteen Pounds per Aunum, 
i. e. not to One Shilling and Four Pence to a Fa- 
mily on an Average, which is but the Teath Part 
of Thirteen Shillings and Four Pence, 

From this Repreſentation, is it poſſible not to 
ſee, that the Church at Home has ſuffered a pro- 
digious Depradation of its Property ? And that, in. 
the Caſe of Tithes, there are indeed the greateſt 
Reaſons for Complaint but not on the Side of 
thoſe who pay, but of thoſe who receive them? 
And yet, not ſatisfied wit Injuries that are 
paſt, ſome, it is ſaid, til] pay with ReluRance the 

r Pittance that is left! But, as has been ob- 
ſerved,” Men might as juſtly refuſe to pay the Rent 
that is due to their Landlords, or any juſt Debts 
whatever, For what is ſaved from the full Pay- 
ment of Tithes, where they are due, by any Arts 
or Evaſions, is only ſo much gained by the Plunder 
of the Church, already greatly diſtreſſed in many 
Pariſhes : A Species of Injuſtice which has the true 
Nature of Saeri/eve, and is as highly criminal under 
the Goſpel, and even the Law of Nature, as it ever 
was under the Law of Moſes. _ * 
Let us now return, and proceed to the Appl. 
cation of What has been ſaid on the Subject of 
Tithes, to the Cafe of America, If any Perſon in 


America 


* 


* 
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Muerica has given to the Church the Tithes of his 


Eſtate, as poſſibly ſome may have done, although 
T have never heard of ſuch an Inſtance z, the Church | 
has unqueſtionably .a Right to receive it, whether” | 
we have Biſhops or not. If any have given leſs 


cf more than this Proportion, as ſome have; the 


Church has equally the ſame Right to receive it 
the,Right being not founded on the Circumſtance 
of its being preciſely a Tenth Part, but on the free 
Gift and Conveyance of the legal Proprietor: 
Whatever has been given or conveyed” to the 
Church, the Church has a Right to demand; what- 
ever has not been given or conveyed to the Church, 
belongs not to the Church, nor can it be claimed 
as its Property. | 

The Cale of Societies, whether Eccleſiaſtical or 
Civil, is exactly the ſame, in Regard to the Acqui- 
ſition of Property; with that of Individuals. Nei- 


ther of them can obtain a Right to the Property 


of others, without the free Conſent or Conveyance 
of the. true Proprietors. Theſe Principles are evi- 
dently and neceſſarily founded on the Law of Na- 
ture, and no Power, either divine or human, can 
reverſe them. Can any then be ſo weak as to fear, 
that the Arrival of Biſhops in America, will imme 
diately cauſe the Nature and Relation of Things 
to be changed? The Reſidence and Power of more. 
than Twenty Biſhops. in England have no general 
Effect upon private Property; and we may be very 


certain, that the Reſidence of one or two Biſhops 


in this, which is a much- larger Country, without 
any Power of a temporal Nature, will not affect it. 
In this Reſpect, at leaſt, our American Biſhops will 
be like the Biſhops of the primitive Church; they 
will content themſelves with ſuch a Reception as 
they can obtain fairly, and claim no Perquiſites, 
but ſuch as ſhall be apy granted them, 5 * 
ut 
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But although it is evident, that Tithes, in the 
preſent State of Things, cannot be claimed in this 
Country, and that Biſhops cannot make any Change 
in the Nature of Property ; yet ſome may go on to 
object, that the Laws of Eng/and relating to Tithes, 
will take Place in America, under an Epiſcopate. 
I anſwer : Thoſe Laws, unleſs they are now binding 
in America, or have ſome enaQting Clauſe to make 
them to be of Force her: as ſoon as we ſhall have 
| Biſhops, neither of which will be pretended by.the 
Objectors, can no more operate in this Country un- 
der an Epiſcopate, than, without one. They can 
never have any Effect here, until an Act of Parlia- 
ment ſhall be made to extend them to us. And it 
is abſurd to ſuppoſe, that ſuch an Act will be made; 
becauſe all that it could effect, is ſufficiently pro- 
vided for already, by thoſe Laws which are uni ver- 
ſally allowed to be in Force in America. 2 
For, as has been before ſhewn, the Laws which 
relate to Tithes in England, only enable the Church 
to recover them as its lawful and equitable Proper- 
ty, but do not make them its Property. There 
are many Eſtates in England, which, notwithſtand- 
ing thole Laws, pay no Tithes at all, This, in 
particular, is the Caſe of moſt of the Abbey-Lands 
which were veſted in the Crown in the Reign of 
Henry VIII. on the Diſſolution of the Monaſteries. 
If then the Laws in Queſtion make not Eſtates 
titheable in England, a Perſon of the loweſt Capacity 
can draw the Conſequence, * can make none 
fo here. | | 


a, 
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SECTION XI. 


8 Porter Suſpitions and ObjeFlons ebviated, and thi 
| | | Suby ec cn. luded. 


will not be made, in Caſe of an American 
copare, to ſubject us to the Payment of Tithes ? 
But of this there can be no more Reaſon to be ap- 
prehenfive, than if Biſhops were not to be ſent hi- 
ther. Tithes are not paid in England to Biſhops; 
but to the Incumbents of Pariſhes ; and the Cler / 
in this Country will have no greater Need of Tit 
after the Arrival of Biſhops, than they now "iv 
and have had always. In feveral Provinceson this 
Continent, the Clergy are regularly and well ſup⸗ 
prey: And in the others, we have no Proſpect 
ut {till to depend, in a great Meaſufe, upon ſche 
Charity of our Benefactors at Home, until God ſhall 
either enable or diſpoſe our F riends | in this Country 
to do more for us. 
But as Ignorance is ever ſuſpicions, it may far- 
ther be aſked, Shall we not be axed in this Coun- 
try for the Support of Biſhops, if any ſhall be ap- 
pointed? IT anſwer, Not at all. But ſhould a ge- 
neral Tax be laid upon the Countty, and. thereby 
a Sum be raiſed ſufficient for the Purpoſe : And 
even fuppoſing we ſhould have three Biſhops on 
the Continent, which are the moſt that have been 
mentioned; yet I believe ſuch a Tax would not 
amount to more than Four Pence in One Hun- 
dred Pounds. And this would be no mighty 
Hardſhip upon the Country. He that could think 
much of giving the Six Thouſandth 3 his 
ncome 


B U 1 it may be enquired, whether new Laws 
piſe 
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Income to any Uſe, which the Legiflature of his 
Country ſhould aſſign, delerves not to be conſider- 
2 in the Light of a good Subject, or Member of 
iety. | 

But no ſuch Tax is intended, nor, I truſt, will 
be wanted, It has been propoſed from the very 
Beginning, that the American Bilkops ſhould be 
pported without any Expence to this Country, 
A Fund accordingly has been eſtabliſhed, for this 
Purpoſe, for more than half a Century 
paſt, under the Influence and Direction of be So- 

faety for the Propagation of the Cop“; and many 
_ worthy Perſons have contributed generouſly and 
largely to the Increaſe of it. I can recollect as I 
am writing, the following laſtances: Archbiſhop 
Tenniſon, who has been dead upwards of Fifty 
Years, bequeathed to it One Thouiand Pounds 
Sterling; Sir Jonathan Trelawney, near the ſame 
Time, another Thouſand Pounds; the Lady li- 
gabetb Haſtings, Five Hundred Pounds; — 

Butler, Five Hundred Pounds; Biſhop. Be 
T wo Hundred Pounds; Biſhop Ohbaldefion, 

undred Pounds; and Mr. Fiſber, One a er | 
Pounds. Mas and all other Sums which the 
Society have received for this Uſe, were put into 
the pablic Fynds as ſoon as paid-into their Hands, 
and have been accumulating ever fince, excepting 
what they expended at Burlington, in the Manner 
that has been mentioned, If this Stock is nat ſuf- 
ficient for the Support of a proper Epiſcopate in 
America, I imagine the Difficulty in making it ſuf - 
ficient, will not be great. For, as many have given 
liberally on the remote Proſpel of its being needed, 
it is not to be doubted but Benefactors will be 
paiſed up, when Aſſiſtance ſhall be called for by a 


preſent Neceſſity. 


Oz Another 
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Another Objection has been made by ſome Per- 
ſons, to the following Purport; That if Biſhops 
are once ſettled in America, although in the Man- 
ner we now propoſe, there will probably be an 
Augmentation of their Power, as ſoon as Circum- 
"ſtances will admit of it: And what is eaſy and in- 
" offenſive in its Beginning, may become burthen- 
ſome and oppreſſive in its End. But at this Rate 
there can be no End of objecting. For if every 
"pofſible-ill Effect of a Thing, although confeſſedly 
proper in itſelf and harmleſs in its natural T. endency, 
may: be made an Argument againſt it, there is no- 
thing that can eſcape, Arguments of this Sort 
may be as fairly and properly alledged—againſt 
a religious Toleration, which is now generally 
_ eſteemed by Proteſtants, to be a natural Right of 
Men, and a very important one of Chriſtians— 
"againſt admitting thoſe who diſſent from the na- 
tional Religion to any Degree of civil or military 
Power, to which, indeed, they have no natural 
Right — againſt allowing the common People the 
Oles of the Holy Scriptures, or the Liberty of exa- 
mining any Points of Religion or Government 
' againſt ſuffering any to receive a learned Educa- 
tion, Sc. for none can tell what ill Conſequences 
and Abuſes may follow, in ſome future Period, 
from theſe Conceſſions and Indulgerices. The Truth 
is, Men are not to be terrified or influenced by 
Fears of ſuch Conſequences as ate barely Poſſible ; 
but to confider what is reaſonable and proper i 
itſelf, and what n will r and e 
follow. 
That an Aue E pilsopate is reaſonable and 
proper in itſelf, and that ſuch an Epiſcopate as is 
now propoſed has a natural Tendency to produce 
no ill Contequences, has, I truſt, been ſufficiently 
proved. T here is not the leaſt Proſpect at preſent, 
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that Biſhops in this Country will acquire any In- 
"fluence or Power, but what ſhall ariſe from a ge- 
neral Opinion of their Abilities _— I ty, — 
a Conviction of their Uſefulneſs ; this, no 
Perſons need dread the mart tg But ſhould 
the Government ſee fit hereafter to inveſt them 
with ' ſome Degree of civil Power worthy of their 
Acceptance, which it is impoſſible to ſay they will 
not, although there is no Appearance that they ever 
will; yet as no new Powers will be created in Fa- 
vour of Biſhops, it is ĩinconceivable that any would 
thereby be injured. All that the Happineſs and 
Safety of the Public require, is, that the legiſlative 
and executive Power be, placed in the Hands of 
"ſuch Perſons, as are poſſeſſed of the greateſt Abili- 
ties, Integrity and Prudence: And it is hoped that 
our Biſhops will e be thought to deſerve this 
Character. 
To explain in what Manner civil Power, if 
veſted in American Biſhops, would be moſt likely 
to operate, I beg Leave to put the following plain 
and familiar Caſe. Let ùs ſuppoſe a Clergyman 
in this Country, of any Denomination, made a 
Juſtice of the Peace, or a Judge of the Quorum : 
ould the Perſons who are immediately concerned 
in his Proceedings, be otherwiſe affected, than it 
he were a mere Layman ? It cannot be pretend- 
ed. Whether it would be proper to give ſuch a 
Commiſſion to any of the Clergy, is another Point. 
In moſt Parts of this Country there can now be no 
.Occaſion for it, and where it is not evidently ne 
ceſſary for the Good of the Public, I kgow 5 ol 
ſome of the Clergy would refuſe it, and J believe 
there are but very few that would defire it. If then 
it could be of no great Conſequence o the Public 
or to Individuals, whether a Juſtice of the Peace 
** 4 * or a Layman, ſuppoling their 
Abilities 
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Abilities and perſonal Characters to be equal z fo, 
if Bilhops ſhould be inveſted with a pr le 
Degree of civil Authority, neither would there be 
any great Reaſons for Complaint. But after all, 
nothing of this Kind is at preſeat foreſeen. or in- 
tended; and it is abſolutely determined that no 
Powers ſhall he given them, that can jnterfere with 
the civil or religious Rights of any. 

But there is no Occaſion for dwelling on Parti- 
culars of this Nature, The real and only Plan on 
which it is agreed ta.ſettle Biſhops in America, 
when his Majeſty ſhall fee fit to appoint them, has 
been fairly Rated and explained in the preceding 
Pages. This Plan is now propoſed to the Public, 
to lee whether any reaſonable Objections can be 
offered againſt it, But whatever may be objected 
againſt any different Plan, is not rq the Purpoſe. 
T The Friends of the Church are deſirous to know, 
what can he ſaid or ſuggeſted againſt an American 
Epiſcopate, in the Form wherein it is propoſed to 
ſettle it; and they who haye any Thing to offer, 

are requeſted to confine themſelyes to this parti- 
cular Point; For to object againſt Biſhops in this 
1 under a Form wherein it is determined 

not to ſettle: them, is as foreign to the Purpoſe, as 
to object againſt the Amboy. of the Archbiſhop 
of Gaeſua, or the Pope of Roms. 

J have now taken Notice of all the Objections 
that have been made 1 ſending Biſhops tq 

America, ſo far as they come to my Know- 
ledge ; and it muſt be left to the — 
Whether, with Regard to the Epiſcopate in 
tion, they are not aac and 
It is indeed poſſible that other Gelten may have 
been offered, or may be hereafter ſuggeſted, a 
American Biſhops ; but I am perſuaded, thas upon 
Examination they will generally be found to bit 
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Proofs, rather of the Dexterity or Ill Will of the 


Inventors, than of the real Fears and Uneaſineſs 
of the Inhabitants, Artful Men may raiſe Objec- 
tions and Difficulties in the plaineſt Caſes, and can 
make any Thing an Argument againſt any Thing; 
in a Way that ſhall appear plauſible, to thoſe who 
are unacquainted with the Legerdemain of 'Cavi- 
ters and Sophiſts. But whoever' employs his Ta- 


tents in this Exerciſe, is as unworthy of the public 


Attention, as the Child that en in Crambo of 
17 roy 
Thus, having repreſented the Diſtreſs the Church 
of England. in America is under, for Want of an 
Epiſcopate having attempted to prove, by various 
Arguments and Conſiderations, the Propriety,” an 
Fitneſs and Neceffity of relieving it, and of allow- 
ing it the ſame Advantages which are granted to 
all other Denominations of Chriſtians in his Ma- 
jeſty's American Dominions—and having explained 
the Nature and Extent of that Authority with 
which our Biſhops will be inveſted, when it ſhall 
be thought proper to ſend them, and ſhewn that 
fuch an Appointment can produce, no Harm to the 
Diffenters, nor afford juſt Grounds of Uneafinefs 
or Complaint to any; I muſt now haften to a 
Concluſion, ſubmitting what has been offered to 
the Judgment of the Reader. Nothing has been 
aſſerted, in the Courſe of this Work, but what 
the Author believes, upon good Evidence, to be 
true; no Argument has been advanced, but with 
a full Perſuaſion of its being pertinent and con- 


cluſive. He looks upon the Subject to be of the 


utmoſt Importance; and he has no Diſpoſition 
to trifle with it, or with the Public to which he 
appeals. LAG 


If theſe Papers ſhould have the Honour of, 


coming into the 'Hands of any of thoſe Perſons, 
"INC trom 


+. 


r 


\ 


World. From our own Nation, and the Guar- 
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from whoſe Power 8 l Epiſ⸗ 
is in any Meaſure expected; the Author 
. begs, that the Cauſe Which he has under-, 
taken to plead, may not ſuffer, in their Eſtima - 
tion, from the Unſkilfplneſs of its preſent Advo- 
cate, Although he groatly diſtruſts his own Ma- 
nagement, he has no Diffidence 5 the Cauſe it- 
felt. He believes it: to be the Cauſe of Truth; 
of Juſtice, and of Chriſtianity, and as ſuch he 
mot teſpectfully and ſubmiſſively recommends it; 
imploring their Attention to fo extraordinary an 
important a Caſe, as that of the Church of Zngla 
in America," EOS. od 5 
It need not be repeated, that unleſs Biſhops 
ould be ſpeedily ſent us, we can foreſee nothing 
but the Ruin of the Church in this Country. it 
need not be ſuggeſted, that ſuch an Event is too 
much+to be hazarded, when no Good. can be ex- 
pected . to ariſe, from ſuch a Riſque, and much 
Evil will probably follow it Evil, which it is the 
unqueſtionable Duty of thoſe to prevent, who are 
entruſted with the Intereſts of the Nation. The 
Church of England here, is ſo inſeparably con- 


Ll 


" nected with the Church at Home, or rather, is ſo 


eſſentially the ſame with it, that it muſt ever ſub- 
fiſt or periſh, by the ſame Means. The Cauſes 
indeed, which deſtroy it here, may be local, and 
hot immediately operate in England: but then, that 
Inattention and Negligence in our national Supe- 


, riors; which would ſiiffer it to be deſtroyed in the 


Colomes, muſt have a general Effect, and can pro- 
duce no Good to the ſame Church in the Mother- 
Country. Here, the Church has been long ſtrug- 
gling under ſuch an increaſing Load of Difficulties; 
and is now in ſuch a State of Oppreliion, as to 
deſerve. the Compaſſion - of the whole Chriſtian 
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dians of its Intereſts, it conceives itſelf to be entitled 
to more; as there is a Concurrence of every Kind 
of Motive for prevailing with them, to afford it 
the Relief which is ſo eſſentially needed. The com- 
mon Principles of Juſtice, and the moſt ſacred Ob- 
ligations of the Chriſtian Religion, have been ſhewn 
to require this at their Hands. 


Nor need the Author uſe many Words to prove, 


that Conſiderations even of a political Nature, are 
ſufficient in this Caſe, to prevail with thoſe who 
are inſenſible to other Motives, The Church of 
England, in its external Polity, is ſo happily con- 


nected and interwoven with the Civil Conſtitution, 


that each murually ſupports, and is 4 —— by 
the other, The greateſt Friendſhip and Harmony 
have ever ſubſiſted between them; and in that me- 
morable Period, wherein the Ruin of the one was 
effected, the Deſtruction of the other immediately 
followed. The Reſurrection of the one, afterwards 
cloſely attended the Reſtoration of the other ; and 


he that has a Regard for the Happineſs of either, 


can never wiſh to ſee the Experiment repeated, 
either! in England or her Colonies. 

It is not pretended that the Character and Man- 
ners of the preſent Times are, in this Reſpect, the 
ſame, as in the Period referred to; nor that thoſe 
who are Enemies to Epiſcopacy in this Age, are 
Enemies to Monarchy, as was moſt commonly 
the Caſe in former Times. The contrary is evi- 
dent, in innumerable Inſtances. There are many 


Britiſh Subjects, both at Home and in the Planta- 


tions, who reject Epiſcopacy, and yet are warm 
Advocates for our happy Civil Conſtitution, It is 
therefore raſh and injurious to charge any with Diſ- 
affection to the Government, at this Day, becauſe 
they diſſent from the national Religion. But not- 
withſtanding, ** and e are, in 

their 
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their Frame and Conſtitution, beſt ſuited to each 
other. Epiſcopacy can never thrive in a Repub- 
lican Government, nor Republican Principles in an 
Epiſcopal Church. For the ſame Reaſons, in a 
mixed Monarchy, no Form of Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernment can ſo exactly harmonize with the State, 
as that of a qualified Epiſcopacy. 5 
And as they are mutually adapted to each other, 

ſo they are mutually introduftive of each other, 
He that preters Monarchy in the State, is more 
likely to approve, of Epiſcopacy in the Church, 
than. a rigid Republican, On the other Hand, he 
that is for a Parity and a popular Government in 
the Church, will more eaſily be led to approve of 
2 ſimilar Form of Government in the State, how 
little ſoever he may ſuſpect it himſelf. It is not 
then to be wondered, if our Civil Rulers haye al- 
ways conſidered Epiſcopacy as the ſureſt Friend of 
' Monarchy ; and it may reaſonably be expected from 
thoſe in Authority, that they will ſupport and aſſiſt 
the Church in America, if from no other Motives, 
yet from a Regard to the State, with which it has 
fo friendly and cloſe an Alliance, | 
2 But there is no Reaſon to doubt, but every pro- 
per Motive will have its Effect, upon thoſe wiſe 
and illuſtrious Patriots, who now conduct our pub; 
lic Affairs. We no more ſuſpett the Goodneſs of 
their Diſpoſſtion, than the Reaſonableneſs of the 
Cauſe, for which we are ſo anxious. All that we 
can be juſtly apprehenſive of, is, that to hoſe who 
teſide at ſuch a Diſtance, the Neceſſity of relieving 
the Church in America, with all gaſſible Speed, may 
not be ſo evident, as'to thole who are Eye Witneſſes 
of its ſuffering Condition. We therefore beg Leave 
to ſuggeſt this and earneſtly to requeſt, that the 
Relief, which we doubt not is intended, may bo 
Jpredily granted. The ill Effects of delaying it, may 
1 4 a 4 FEY 5 Nin | be 
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be irretrievable. The preſent favourable Op 
nity may be ſoon Joſt, and then Deſpair wil 
ceed our diſappointed Expectation,  - 
To thoſe who have been averſe to American 
Biſhops, and hitherto have ſhewn a Di poſition. to 
their Settlement, I have but a Word more 
to offer. Their Prejudices, we charitably believe, 
muſt have ariſen altogether from Mi app: ehenſio 19 
of the Caſe; and from the Fears which, fre m thene :, 
have Leen conceived, of their becom: ng Sufferers, 
either in their Property or Privileges, by the Epi- 
copate in Queſtion. The Subject is here placed 
in its true Light, and thereby, it is truſted, their 
Miſapprehenſions ate fairly removed, and their con- 
ſequent Fears are ſhewn to be groundleſs. Iaſte d 
therefore of diſtreſſing themſclves, or of oppoſing 
the Church in the Caſe before us, we Batter our- 
ſelves that they will act the Part which Generofiry 
and Candour preſcribe, and behave. towards us as 
Fellow - Chriſtians and Proteſtants ought to behave 
to one another. If they have been led by Igno - 
rance or Miſin formation to oppoſe a Cauſe, which 
they now find to be juſt, their Duty obliges them 
to be careful-for — at the very leaſt, not 
to obſtruct it. If they are in Reality the Friends 
of Truth, and Juſtice, and Liberty, which they 
pretend, and we are willing to believe them, to be, 
they muſt be heartily diipoſed to att a friendly 
Part towards us, with Regard to an Epiſcopate ; 
which Diſpofftion will add greatly to their own 
Happineſs, as well as to qurs. They know by 
Experience, the ineſtimable Value of thoſe Advan- 
for which we have petitioned; and if we are 
as fairly entitled to them as any other Chriſtian So- 
cieties, they ought not to envy, but 60 fake * 
ſure in, our Enjoyment of them. 
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I all the religious Denominations in America, 
by the general Conſtitution of the Bri4zſo Colonies, 
are to be treated on the Footing of a perfect Equa- 
+ lity, for which ſome have contended ; then, the 
Church of "England is as fully entitled to the com- 
plete Enjoyment of its own Diſcipline and Inſtitu- 
tions, as any other Chriſtians. If any one Deno- 
2 is entitled to a Superiority above others, 
is believed by many; then, the Claim of the 
Church of England to this Preference, is not to be 
diſputed. One of theſe muſt: be undoubredly the 
| Caſe} and on either Suppoſition, to endeayour to 
prevent the Ea we have al for, is In- 
juſtice and Cruelty. "iy 
_— If any ſhould remain neben by the Argu- 
maents that have been advanced, or unſatisfied with 
the Solution of Objections that has been attempted, 
| or ſhould have any new Objections to offer; the 
| Author will be ready, in Caſe of a decent Notifi- 
= cation of it, to reconſider the, former, and to exa- 
mine the latter —ſhould it be thought proper by his 
Friends, upon whoſe Judgment, in ſuch Matters, 
he will always depend more, than upon his own. 
For the preſent, he begs Leave to conclude in che 
Words of an eminent Writer of the laſt Century, 
; as they exactly repreſent his own Diſpoſition and 
| Sentiments: I ſhall heartily. beſeech all thoſe 
ho ſhall pleaſe to read what has been written, 
erthat if they meet with any Thing therein, which 
ether is ſeſß ficly ſpoken, or not clearly evi- 
denced, they would give me Notice of, it in ſuch 
= a charitable and Chriſtian Way, as 1 may be the 
better for it, and they not the *parſe; Which 
5 Favour if they pleaſe to do me, they ſhall be 
welcome to me as an Angel of God, ſent to con- 
duct me from the Lanes of Error into the open 


2 „ Wen of Truth. And doing theſe Chriſtian - 
© 4 « Offices 
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« Offices to one another, we ſhall, by God's 
Leave and Bleſſing, not only hold the Bond of 
« external Peace, bur alſo in due Time-be-made 
&« Partakers of the Spirit of Unity, Which Blef- 
« ſing that the Lord would graciouſly beſtow. on 
& his afflicted Church, is no ſmall Part of our De- 
% yotions in the public Liturgy ; where we are 
© taught to pray unto Almighty God, that he 
«6-would pleaſe con!:ually tb, inſpire bis upiver ſal 
«- Church with the _ of Truth, Unity aud Con- 
e cord, and grant that all they which do confeſs bis 
Holy Name, may agree alſo in the 45 ruth 74 1 his 

4 Werd, and live in Unity and godly : Yan 
«:'which'Prayer he hath bur lictle of A "4 Chili, 
A — doch! net N wat 4 
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INCE che drawing up. of. theſe Papers, I 
| 8 met with a Pamphlet intitled, I De- 
k F monſtration. of the uninterrupted . Succeſion and 
holy Conſecration of the firſt Engliſh Biſhops, being an 
Extratt from Mr. Ward's Second Canto of his Eng- 
land*s Reformation: With an Introduction, Notes, and 
an Appendix, containing the ſolemn Funeral Song of the 
native Iriſh. Printed M, cc, Lxvti. This curious 
Performance has been printed with great Secrecy, 
bably in Philadelphia, although the Place and 
ame of the Printer be not mentioned, and as ſe- 
cretly diſperſed amongſt the Inhabitants of the re- 
mote Parts of the Country. The Deſign of it is to 
ridicule the Office and Succeſſion of our ENgliſb B.- 
E and the Occaſion of it appears to. have been 
the late Application made by fome of the Clergy, 
for American Biſhops. no 
The Editor, in his Introduction, which he has 
endeavoured to ſet to the Tune of Ward's Cano in 
doggerel Verſe, ab/urdly aſſumes the Character of 
a Churchman, as he introduces his Hero to defend, 
what he even profeſſes to expoſe ; whereas a Re- 
gard to Conſiſtency of Character, which is as ne- 
ceſſary in Works of Drollery and Humour as in 
apy other, ſhould have led him to appear in his 
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true 
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true Shape of an Anti- Epiſcopalian, or rather of aa 


Anti- Proteſtant. 

For the Story of the Nag's-Head Conſecration, 
the only Engine with which this vain Mortal ad- 
vances to attack the Church, is well known to have 
been a Fiction of the Papiſts, invented Forty Years 
after the Time wherein it is ſaid to have been tranſ- 
ated, and when it was hoped that no direct Proof 
could be made of its Falſity. But he, who fre- 

vently . diſappointeth the Devices of the Crafty,” 

ordered it in his Providence, that what was thus 
infamouſly projected to diſhonour the Church of 
England, is an eternal Monument of Reproach to 
—5 Church that invented it, as it muſt ever diſgrace 
thoſe who endeavour to propagate it. But that the 
Reader may better judge of it, an Account of the 
whole Affair, as given by Biſbop Burnet, is hereunto 
ſubjoined. 

The Extract from Ward, which makes the 
and even the Soul of the Pamphlet, is nothing elſe 
than a Repetition of this villainous Slander of the 
Nag's- Head Conſecration in wretched Rhyme, cook- 
ed up and larded with ſuch unſavoury In is, 
as muſt render it offenſive to every Perſon of the 
leaſt Delieacy, and can agree only with ſuch Sto- 
machs as can bear the Rankneſs of Train Oil. It 
is now generally agreed that Ridicule, even when 
managed with the greateſt Dexterity, is not the 
Teſt of Truth, If this Editor thinks otherwiſe, let 
him try the Experiment with One or Two keener 
and better Pieces, which are recommended for the 
Improvement of him and his Friends, if peradveh- 
ture he has any, I mean Butlers Hudibras, and 
Swift's Tale of 4 Tub. 


The Appendix is entitled Remarks on the pre- 
ceding Piece; wherein the Editor condeſcends to 


come down to the Level of tame Proſe, and Ar 


| vanices a Number of Aſſertions tending to diſcredit 
Epiſcopacy, which have been frequently and effec- 
tually confuted, and ſhewn to be falſe. For the 
port of them, he refers to a Liſt, of Authors, 
who have been often and abundantly anſwered, 
without taking the leaſt: Notice of the Anſwers ; 
and concludes with a doleful Story of a poor Clergy- 
man in Ireland, who was ſuppoſed to be frightened 
to Death, and a Lamentation of the wild Iiſb on 
the Occaſion. This, we may charitably ſuppoſe, 
was intended for an Exploit of Wit; but it will 
zzle a Reader of ordinary Sagacity to diſcover 
any Thing, either in the Imagination, or Execution 
Gl it, that can juſtly entitle it to this Character. 
His whale Performance is cloſed with this grace- 
ful Period: I fhall-conclude my Remarks with 
e only adding, that I wi there may be no Occa- 
** fjon to repeat this ſolemn Dirge over your Biſhop 
e upon his Introduttion.” The Danger here in- 
timated there is no great Reaſon to fear, as it is 
ſuggeſted, not by any public Appearances, but by 
the Ferocity and Rancour of his own Heart, of 
which his whole Performance is a Proof, But does 
he not ſay that he 2v;/bes the Occaſion may not hap- 
pen? Aye, indeed does he; but any one that reads 
his Pamphlet, will think it to be as charitable and 
ite 1reatmeat as he deſerves, to reply to him in 
the Words of Valerian, an old honeſt n 
% Mientiris impudentiſſinme. 

Upon the Whole; I can venture to pronounce 
the 3 before me to be the moſt unfair, 
impudent and malicious Thing I have met with; 
and I am perſuaded that thoke whom he intended 
to ſerve, or rather to deceive,. will: nat thank him 
for his Trouble. For ſo long as Men, in any tole- 

table gn continue to be RO 2 
he kong! ty Th uch 


fluch Manageme 
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nt muſt be eſteemed a Diſgracy 4. 


the Cauſe which it aims at promoting. 

If this Perſon is alarmed at the Froſpect of Bi· 
ſhops in America, Why does he not ſtand forth 
fairly and produce his Objections? In the Name 
of Goodneſs; let him ſhew, if he c 

Church of England in this Country has no Need of 
| r; that-ſhe has no Right to expect that 
Biſhops will be granted her—or that ſuch an Indul- 
will harm the Diflenters. | Byt conſcious of 
Weakneſs; ſhould it be put ta a fair Trial, ho 
dares not venture into the Field. Likes a 
okee, he chuſes rather to ſkulk in the Dark, and 


itants ac be ſuſpects to be moſt weak and un- 
guarded. Contrary to the Rules of Hondur, and 
the Laws of all civilized Nations, like his Brother- 
Szvages he attacks with poiſoned Arrows; und 
therewith he too is ſupplied by the inveterate Ene - 
mies of the Proteſtant Intereſt. © For, as has been 


obſerved, this Nag's-Head Affair, was altogether a 


mean and wicke Contrivance of the Papiſts, wo 
blaſt the Reputation of the Zagb Reformation. 
Ward wes a totoribus Papiſt, and his whole-Book, 
from which this Extract is borrowed, was written 
for che very Purpoſe of ſetting the Reformed Reli- 
ien in à contemptible Light. What muſt the 
orld then think of ſuch a Publication as this ? 


Or, of a Cauſe, that can require ſuch an Advocate, | 


and ſueh Arts, to ſupport 3 
1 will not give this preties- Srefaie Haberdather 


any farther Diſturbance, but leave him in the Poſs 


ſeſſwon of as mbch Tranquillity and Sutis faction as 
ſuch a Production, with the Conſciouſneſs of hi 
own evil "Intentions; can ufford Rim. Had his 
Views been bog, with whatever Abilities be had 
acquitted himſelf; his — would — 


at the 


do what Miſchief be can amongſt ſuch of the In- 
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greater. For there is much Truth in the Obſerva- 
tion of Father Garaſſe, ſpeaking of thoſe * 
that write with a good Deſign, that ** when a 
Genius toils inceſſantly to produce ſome wo 65 
* ridiculous Piece, and for that Reaſon will never 
„ obtain the public Applauſe, yet that all his Pains 
« might not paſs unrewarded, God gives him a 
« gelt Satisfaction, for which it would be an In- 
«Juſtice beyond Barbarity to envy him. And thus 
« God, who is all juſt, denies not even to Frogs 
(the Pleaſure of being charmed with their” dun 
* Muſic. * M. Paſchat's Leiters. 


as Account of the Conſerration of Archbiſhop Packer; 
and the Fable of the Nag bred 9 by _ 
= _ Burnet, 


On the 8th. Day of July the Comęs d Ele 
5 — ſent to Canterbury; and upon that, on the 22d 
of Ju, a Chapter was ſummoned to meet the 
firſt of Auguſt ; where the Dean and Prebendaries 
meeting, they, according to a Method often uſed 
in their Elections, did by a Compromiſe refer it to 
the Dean to name whom he pleaſed: And he 
naming Doctor Parker, according to the Queen's 
Letter, they all confirmed it, and publiſhed their 
Election, ſinging Te Deum upon it. On the gth 
of September the Great Seal was put to a Warrant 
for his Conſecration, directed to the Biſhops of 
- Dureſme, Bath and Wells, Peterborough,  Landaff, 
and: to Barlow and Scory (ſtiled only Biſhops, not 
being then elected to any Sees) requiring them 
to conſecrate him. From this it appears, that 

neither Tonſtal, Baur nor Pool, were at that Time 
turned out: It ſeems there were ſome Hope of 


gaining them 1 W and fo to continue 


in their Sees. Ae 
. (+ * 40 ru 
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This Matter was delayed to the 6th of De- 
cember. Whether this flowed from Parker's Un- 
willingneſs to engage in fo high a Station, or from 
any other ſecret Reaſon, I do not know. But then 
the Three Biſhops laſt named refuſing to do it, 
a new Warrant paſſed under the Great Seal, to the 
-Biſhop of Landaff, Barlow Biſhop Ele of Clicbe/- 
ter, Scory Biſhop Ele& of Hereford, Coverdale late 
Biſhop of Exeter, Hodgkins Biſhop Suffragan of 
- Bedford, John Suffragan of Thetford, and Bale Biſhop -. 
of Offery ; that they, or any Four of them, ſhould 
conſecrate him. So by Virtue of this, on the gth 
of December, Barlow, _—_ Coverdale and Hodghens, 
-met at the Church of St. Mary Bow ; where, ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom, the Conge 4 Elire, with the 
Election, and the Royal Aſſent to it, were to be 
brought before them: And theſe being read, Wit: 
neſſes were to be cited to prove the Election lawfully 
made; and all who would object to it were alſo 
cited. All theſe Things being performed according 
to Law, and none coming to object againſt the Elec- 
tion, they,confirmed it according to the uſual Man- 
ner. On the 17th of December, Parker was conſe- 
crated in the Chapel of Lambeth, by Barlow, Scory, 
Coverdale, and Hoagkins, according to the Bock of 
Ordinations made in King Edward's Time: —— 
the Ceremony of putting the Staff in his Hands was 
left out of the Office, in this Reign. He being 
thus conſecrated himſelf, did afterwards conſecrate 
Biſhops for the other Sees: Namely, Grindal Bi- 
ſhop of London, Cex, that had been King Edward's 
5 Biſhop of Ely, Hora Biſhop of anche, 
Sandys Biſhop of Worceſter, Merict Biſhop of | 
Young Biſhop of St. David's, Bullingham Biſhop of 
1 Jewel Biſhop of Saliſbury (the great Orna- 
ment of that Age for Learning and Piety';) Davis 


Biſhop of St, Argh, Gu Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
| 2 a 


Berkley 


' 
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Rerkley Biſhop of Bath and Wells, Bentham Bifhop 
of Coventry and Litchfield, Alley Biſhop of - Exeter, 
and Par Riſhop of Peterborough. Barlow and Scory 
were put into the Sees of Chicheſter and Hereford, 
And ſome Time after this, in February 1561, Young 
"Way tranſlated from St. David 8 to York: there be- 
ing pow no Hopes of gaining Heath to continue in 
it: Which it ſeems had been long endeavoured, 
— Two Years that that See had been 
in Vacancy. In like Manner, after fo long wait- 
ing to fee if Tonſtal would conform, ho being 
now no more Hope of it, in March 1561, Pil- 
tington was made Biſhop of Dure Beſt was at- 
terwards made Biſhop « of Carliſte, and 3 * 
ſnop of Cheſter. 
I have given the more diſtin Account of 
-theſe Promotions, becauſe af a malicious Slander 
: with which they were aſperſed-in After. times. It was 
not thought on for Forty Years after this. But 
then it was forged, and publiſhed, and ſpread over 
the World, with great Confidence, That Parker 
-bimſelf was not legally nor truly conſecrated, . The 
Author of it was ſaid to be one Neale, chat had 
been ſometime one of Bommer's Chaplains. - The 
Contrivance was, that the Biſhop of Landaff being 
required by Bonner not to conſecrate Parker, or to 
give Orders in his Dioceſe, did thereupon refuſe 
Upon that the Biſhops Elect being met in 
Lame at the Nag's-Head Tavern, Neale, that 
had watched them thither, peeped in through an 
Hole of the Door, and ſaw "them in great Diſ- 
- order, finding the Biſhop of \Landaff was intract- 
able. But (as the Tale goes on) 500 bids them 
all kneel, and he laid the Bible upon every one of 
their Heads or Shoulders, and ſaid, Take thou Au- 
thority to preach 'the Word of God ſincerely, and 1a 
they roſe up all — This Tale came ſo late 
. | 1 into 
| a 
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into the World, that Sanders and all the other 
Writers in Queen Elizabeth's Time, —— — 
of ir, otherwiſe we may be ſure they 
have concealed it. ab ou” 
true, or if Neale had but preten Faye. by 4 
ſeen any ſuch Thing, ire ines Ralls to > ink 
= would have ſuppreſſed it. But when it 
preſumed that all thoſe Perſons were dead 
f been preſent at Parker's Conſecration, then 
was the Time to invent ſuch a Story; for then it 
might be that none could contradict it. And 
who could tell but that ſome who had ſeen Biſhops 
go from Bow-Church to dine at that Tavern with 
their Civilians, as ſome have dane after their Con- 
firmation, might imagine that then was the Time 
of this Nag - Head Conſecration. If it were boldly 
ſaid, one or other might think he remembered it. 
But as it pleaſed „there was one living that 
remembered the contrary. The old Earl of Not- 
tingham, who had been at the Conſecration, de- 
clared it was at Lambeth, and deſcribed all the Cir-- 
cumſtances of it, and ſatisfied «all reaſonable Men 
that it was according to the Form of the Church of 
England. The Regiſters both of the See of Canter- 
bury, and of the Records of the Crown, do all 
fully agree with his Relation, For as Parker's 
Conge d Elire, with the Queen's Aſſent to his 
Election, and the Warrant for his Conſecration, 
are all under the Great Seal: So upon the Certifi- 
cate made by thoſe who conſecrated him, the Tem- 
pofalities were reſtored by another Warrant alſo 
enrolled z which was to be ſhewed to the Houſe of 
Lords when he took his Place there. Beſides that 
the Conſecrations of all the other Biſhops made by 
him, ſhew that he alone was firſt conſecrated with- 
out any other. And above all other Teſtimonies, 
the original Inſtrument of Archbiſhop Parker's 
* Conſecration 
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Conſecration lies ſtill among his other Papers in the 
Library of Corpus Cbriſti College at Cambridee, 
which I ſaw and read. It is as manifeſtly an origi- 
nal Writing, as any that I ever had in my Hands: 
1 have put it in the Collection, for the more full 
Diſcovery of the Impudence of that Fiction. But 
-t ſerved thoſe Ends for which it was deſigned. 
Weak People hearing it fo poſitively told by their 
Prieſts, came to believe it; and I have myſelf met 
with many that ſeemed till to give ſome Credit to 
it, after all that clear Confutation of it, made by 
the moſt ingenious and learned Biſhop Bramball, 
the late Primate of Ireland. Therefore I thought 
it neceſſary to be larger in the Account of this 
Conſecration; and the rather, becauſe of the In- 
Nvence-it hath into all the Ordinations that have 
deen ſince that Time derived down in this Church.“ 
- Hiſtory of the Reformation, Vol. II. Page 402. _ 


